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PREFACE. 


ERE I to aſſure my 
Readers, that the Ma- 
nuſcript from whence 
this Work was taken, 

| was found at Rome in 

a Wainſcot,Box, under the Founda- 

tion of a Houſe, they would cry out ;. 

this Author is an admirable Fellow ! 

Every Thing, that he undertakes has 

ſomewhat of the marvellous belong- 

ing to it. In this Rome opens her 


Boſom to him, and diſcovers all her 
A 2 Trea- 


vi PRE FAC E. 


Treaſures; in his Payſanne Parvenud*, 


a Marchioneſs of the firſt Rank, 
intruſts him with her Secrets; and 
in his Mentor a-la-Mode, he enter- 
tains us with Analogies, which have 
never been thought on by any body 
but kimſelf: And, the firſt Oppor- 
tunity, he will palm upon us, with 
the ſame Confidence, ſome new 
Flights of his Imagination, and will 
give us to underſtand, that they are 
to have the greater Regard paid to 
them, on Account of ſome ſuch 
Myſtery, miraculouſly brought to 
Light, | 


Such are the Cenſures I muſt ex- 
pect from them: What, then, muſt 
I &o in this Cafe ? I cannot compel 
them to believe me; nothing is 
more free than Thought; and were 
I in their ſtead, perhaps, I ſhould 
ſay more. . The Publick are to be 
eur Judges; and, to paſs Sentence 

on 


K 


1 


* A celebrate Novel of the ſame Author' s, 
that bas been miſerably murder'd, under the 
Title of the Fortunate Country Maid. 


— 


D . ci..cco.cT,c 


ww a. WW ee 


Oo - 1 


@ @ A. OQ 


PREFACHK. vi 


on all the Works of Nature : Were 
I defirous of pre- poſſeſſing them in 
my Favour, I would here make an 
Encomium upon their Equity ; but 
what would this avail me ? I ſhould 
acquaint them with nothing new, 
and they would not be a Jot the leſs 
ſevere in their Criticiſms. As for 
falling upon my Knees, and aſking 
their Pardon, in a Preface, as a 
learned Man * fays upon this Head, 
I am their very humble Servant; 
and renounce their Favour, at this 
mortifying Price. But let us leave 
vain Reflections; frequently ariſing 
from the Pleaſure of talking of 
One's Self; which is a Vanity com- 
mon to almoſt all Authors: Let us 
endeavour not to imitate them, and 
return to our Subject, 


A poor Maſon, burthen'd with 
ſeven Children, demoliſhing the 
Foundation of a Houſe, in the 


Street F , at Rome, found, 


under 


| ® Monſieur Boileau, - 
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under a Stone, the Box before- 
mentioned. He look'd about him, 
to ſee whether he was not obſerved 
by any one; it is ſome hidden 
Treaſure, ſaid he to himſelf; I am 
very Poor; it 1s no Injury to any 
One; I may juſtly convert it my 
own Uſe. Having thus conſidered, 
he pull'd off his Coat, and wrapt 
up the Box therein, Dinner-Time 
being come, the Maſon goes Home, 
and carries with him his ſuppoſed 
Treaſure, He locks himſelf up, 
and opens the Box; but how great 
was his Diſappointment, to find no- 
thing but Paper therein! For mere 
Madneſs and Vexation, he jobb'd 
the Tool, whereof he had made 
Uſe to get off the Lid, ſeveral 
Times into the Manuſcript; and this 
was the. Occaſion of ſome Chaſms, 
which our Readers will find, in the 


Sequel of the Work. 


The poor Maſon, could not for- 
bear acquainting his Wife, with 
what had happened to him; charg- 
ing her, at the ſame, not to ſay one 
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PREFACE. ix 
Word of it: But ſhe had a Neigh- 
bour, who was Diſcretion itſelf ; and 
ſhe informed her thereof, with the 
ſame Precaution, and Injunction. 
The latter alſo had an intimate 
Friend of the ſame Sex, for whoſe 
Prudence ſhe could be anſwerable ; 
ſhe was likewiſe let into the Secret ; 
in ſhort, in Twenty-four Hours not 
a Soul in Rome was a Stranger to 
it. 


A buſy Inquirer after the Tatters 
of Antiquity, who ſet a great Value 
upon the very leaſt Shreds thereof, 
came one Day to the poor Man, and 
begg'd him to let him fee the Box, 
with the Papers he had found, He 
look'd them over with wonderful 
Care; and was in perfect Raptures 
at the Sight of the Manuſcript ; eſ- 
pecially, when he could not read the 
Hand, which made him conceive a 
very extraordinary Opinion of it. The 
Box, now almoſt turned to Touch- 
wood, ſeemed to him to have been at 
leaſt the Cabinet, of ſome Roman Em- 

preſs; 
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preſs; he bid the Man, therefore, 
at the firſt Word, Fifty Crowns for 
the whole. The poor Maſon, not ex- 
pecting any ſuch Offer, was ſtruck 
with Amazement; and the Anti- 
quary, taking his Aſtoniſhment for 
a Refuſal, on Account of the Small- 
neſs of the Sum, drawing out his 
Purſe, clapp'd a Hundred Crowns 
in his Hand; which done, the 

parted from each other very well 
contented, 


The Lover of Antiquities did not 
long enjoy his new Purchaſe; but, 
died ſuddenly a few Days after; and 
the unfortunate Manuſcript was a- 
gain buried in Oblivion, Some 
Time after, ſome Thieves broke 
open a Cabinet, belonging to the 
Deceaſed, upon which a Seal had 
been put, as well as upon the reſt of 
his Effects: The Box above-men- 
tioned was depoſited therein, under 
ſeveral Locks; they ſeiz'd thereon, 
imagining it to be full of Things of 
Value. 
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The Rogue, who had it in his 


Cuſtody, was obliged to betake him- 


ſelf to flight, the ſame Day, for ſome 
of his Pranks of the ſame kind; and 
was ſo cloſely purſued, that he was 
forced to quit his Country, He was 
feiz'd afterwards at Paris, for ſome 
Tricks of the ſame Nature, and 
the Manuſcript, being found in his 
Poſſeſſion, was lodg'd with the Clerk 
of the Arraignments, in whoſe 
Office it remained many Years. 


It fell, at laſt, into the Hands of 
another Clerk, who underſtood a 
little Ealian; and having look'd 
over it, reſolv'd to part with it, He 
nappen'd to hear, I don't know 
which way, that I was very ready 
to buy old Manuſcripts; according- 
ly, he brought it to me, I did not 
diſlike it, we agreed upon the Price, 
and this it is, which I now offer to 
Publick. 


I found ſome Difficulty in tranſla- 
ting it; but, what ſurpriz d me moſt 
therein, 


a PREFACE. 
therein, was, to ſee the Scene laid at 
Paris: The Author muſt have had 
his Reaſons for removing it thither, 
I did not think it material to alter 
the falſe Names that are aſſumed 
therein, becauſe that was of no great 
Importance ; but, as there are ſome 
ſatyrical Paſlages, againſt Perſons in 
Power, at the Time when it was 
written, and the Scene being laid at 
Paris, ſome Perſons might have 
made falſe Applications thereof, I 
have omitted them, as well as ſeve- 
ral monſtrous, and extraordinary 
Stories, hardly to be believ'd, and 
too different from the Cuſtoms of 
theſe Times, 
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% Bi igand 11. His predominant Incli- 
nations, He it placed in 4 Convent. 
What ba happens to "es | 


Shall not trifle away oy Ready; Dime, 

with the unicuſar ; pm, of. mj little 
cncures, during, the. firſt Years of n my 

1 Whezefore, , I ſhalj only Ay, - that I 


of Parents who were. hut m and 
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folutely neceſſary to be known, is, that T 
could ſcarce walk, before I gave evident Signs 
what I ſhould one Day be: I had ſuch an un- 
parallelPd Propenſity to Curioſity, that I was 
perpetually liſtening at every Door, or peeping 
through the Key-holes; inſomuch that not ing 
was tranſacted, either at home, or in the 
neighbourhood, but I was exactly informed 
thereof. T 


The Conſequence of this was, that few 
Days paſs'd over my Head, wherein I was not 
ill uſed on this Account; however, all Chaſtiſe- 
ment was loſt upon me; my predominant 
Inclination got the better of every thing; and 
Whipping made ſo little Impreſſion upon me, 
that, as ſoon as it was over, I uſed to pull off 
my Shoes, and follow my Father, to ſee where 
he hid the Rods ; with Intent to deſtroy them, 
according to my ordinary Cuſtom : The 
Cream of the Jeſt was, that I was always a 
Sufferer by this Precaution ; for the Rods not 
- being to is found, when they were wanted, 
a new one was made; and my poor Backſide 
| was no Gainer by the Exchange. 


My Father put me to my Book very early, 
and I was a tolerable Proficient ; but the ſame 
unaccountable Faculty attended me at School ; 
I was the continual Plague of my Schqol- 
fellows; I watch'd all their Actions, Ind 
gave, an exact Account thereof to our Maſter. 
Notwithſtanding my Application to my Studies, 
I ſtill found Time enough, when I came 
Home, to ſet the whole Neighbourhood in 
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an Uproar; and was univerſally hated, All 
the married Men were my Enemies ; when- 
ever they went out to the Ale-houſe, Tavern, 
or elſewhere, their Wives were ſure, at their 
return home,” to acquaint them with every 
Particular, that had paſs'd in their Company. 
As little could the ſingle Women endure me ; 
if they ſpoke but to a Sweet-Heart, the Mother, 
or the Miſtreſs, knew the Time, the Place, 
and even Part of the Diſcourſe, that paſs'd be- 
tween them. Was a Servant guilty of any 
Roguery? His Maſter was apprized thereof in 
Moment. In ſhort, I was call'd the Spy, and 
Buſy-Body, of the Ward wherein I lived ; 
and not a Week paſſed, wherein I was not 
brought home, beaten almoſt to Mummy, by 
thoſe who had been Sufferers, by my unhappy 
Curioſity. | 


My Father, wearied out by the numberleſs 
Complaints, that were daily made againſt me, 
and fearing I ſhould, one time or other, be 
kill'd for my inquiſitive Temper, reſolved to 
ſend me from under his Roof; to ſee if that 
would produce any Reformation. He had, in 
his younger Days, been Door-keeper at a Mo- 
naſtery; and had kept up a Correſpondence 
there; he deſired I might be admitted there- 
in; and, for his Sake, I was taken in, to be 
under the Cook; with a Promiſe to make me, 
continue my Studies. | 


The Lay-Brother under whom I was put, 
ſeeing me of the Lilliputian Size, fell a laugh- 
ing at me; and ask'd, how old I might be: 
B 2 Thirteen 
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Thirteen, Maſter, ſaid I, the fourth of next 
May. Bleſs me, cry'd he, interrupting me, 
with a bantering Air, I thought you could be 
but Six at the moſt; and that all you could 
ſerve for, would be, to put into the Wheel of 
.the Jack ; inſtead of a cunning Cur of a Turn- 
Spit, who gets out of the Way, whenever 
he finds it is about Dinner or Supper-time. 
Don't trouble your ſelf about that, ſaid I briskly, 
Tl render you a good Account of your Dog; and 
he ſhall not ſtir a Step, for the future, but 
y_=_ ſhall be amply informed of it, We ſhall 
de finely fitted, reply'd the ſame Brother; 
(giving a Tap on the Shoulder, to one of his 
Fellow-Servants, whoſe plump, roſy Cheeks 
\ſhew'd him to be a jolly Boon-Companion) 
have they bely'd him i,, the leaſt ? Very well, 
my Boy, very well, thou need'ſt only go on; 
thou wilt not make thy Court amiſs here; 
1 ſhall paſs by thy being a Spy over the Dog; 
but have a care thou art not ſo over any one 
elſe; if thou ſhouldſt, thou wouldſt not have 
à very good Time on't here with us. 


I gave little Attention to this Diſcourſe ; 
being wholly taken up with ſomething that 
pleaſed me better: I had another excellent 
- Quality, of which, through Modeſty, . I have 
not made mention; I was a great Lover of 
my Belly, and had no Averſion to Wipe. 
Whilſt the Lay-Brother before-mentioned was 
reading me this Lecture, ſome of the Relicks 
of the Dinner were brought into the Kitchen; 
: whoſe ſavoury Smell was infinitely delightful 
to my Noſtrils. I kept my Eyes fadd there- 
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on, and ſaw them put into the Larder; and 


 obſerv'd, with Joy, that they did not take 


out the Key. - Some time after, all the Ser- 
vants of the Monaſtery, as the Cooks, Gar- 
deners, and others, fat down to Dinner : They 
placed me at one end of the Table, and help'd 
me, to what the reſt did not like, I eat bat 
little; they took notice of it; and, on that 
Account, were pleaſed to give me the Epithet 
of Sober. | | 


Dinner being over, and every one being 
gone about his Buſineſs, I waited a fair Op- 
portunity, to put in execution, a liquorith 
Scheme which I had concerted ; but was diſ- 
turbed therein, by a curſed Lay-Brother 
was Door- keeper; and whoſe over-gorp” 
Stomach diſpoſed him to a Nap. 'T was in 
Hopes, each Moment, he would fall into a 
ſound Sleep; and that then I might have 
leiſure, to take a Review of the Larder before: 
mentioned. My Expectation was in vaitiz 
he only ſlumber'd uneaſily, and opened his 
Eyes, from Time to Time; his Head nodding 
one way, and then another; and ſometimes 
getting a Knock againſt the Wall, that would 
wake him, and make him mutter, 8 


Hereupon I grew ſtark mad; ſcarce had 


I ſtirr'd two Steps, before I was forc'd to re- 


turn; at laſt, quite wearied out with theſe 
Attempts, I had recourſe to a Stratagem, to 
draw him out of the Kitchen, I ran to the 
Gate of the Convent, and rung the Bell; his 
Duty called him thither; wherefore, as ſoon 

B 3 1 


6 The Bus v-BoOo PD v. 


as he heard it, he got up murmuring. I took 
advantage of his Abſence; hurried to the Lar- 
der, and, ſtealing half a Turkey and a Bottle 
of Wine, wrapt it up in a Napkin, carried 
it to a Garret aſſigned me for my Lodging, 
which had been already ſhewn me; and hid it 
in the Straw Bottom, of the ſorry Flock Bed, 
whereon I was to lie; with the laudable In- 
tention, to feaſt my ſelf therewith at Night. 


It rejoiced me infinitely, that I had ſo hap- 
pily accompliſhed my Deſign ; but I was igno- 
rant that my Garret was next to a Library; 
wherein an old Monk happened to be 9 
when I went up thither. They were only 
ſeparated by a ſorry Partition; and the good 
Father, not knowing for what Uſe that Room 
was deſigned, was deſirous to ſee what was 
doing therein; looking, therefore, through 
the Joinings of the Boards, he diſcovered, but 
too plainly, what Buſineſs was going forwards, 
He went directly to the Cook, and gave him 
notice thereof ; whereupon, he reſolved to pu- 
niſh me for it, in ſuch a manner, as ſhould 
make me remember it for ſome time: M 
Father, undoubtedly, had told him, that 
was inured to Beating ; and that it made not 
the leaſt Impreſſion upon me. That he might 
the better compaſs his Deſign, therefore, he took 
care to employ me, in ſuch a manner, all the 
reſt of the Day, that he had aſufficient Opportu- 
nity, to play me the moſt extraordinary Trick, 
that ever entered into the Head of Man; it 
might juſtly be called, a true Monk's Re- 
venge. | 

As 
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As ſoon as Supper was over, every one re- 
tired to his Lodging ; and I flew with Pleaſure 
to my Garret; though I had not any Light, 
I flatter'd my ſelf, that would not prevent my 
feaſting my ſelf to my Heart's Content: I 
faſtened the Door on the Inſide, as well as I 
could; and undreſs'd my ſelf, with deſign to 


get into bed, and ſtuff there, more at my eaſe : 


This done, I put my Hand into the Straw, and 
took out the Napkin, wherein I had conceal- 
ed my Theft: I opened it; and, to my great 
Aſtoniſhment, inſtead of a tender, nice Bit, 
which I expected to have met with, found 
ſomething both very hard and dry; not ſuſ- 
pecting yet any Deceit however; but imagin- 
ing I had touch'd the Rump-Bone, I felt about 
elſewhere, but was never a Jot the better off. 
Did I take the Carcaſs, without minding it ? 
ſaid I to myſelf; and yet it did not ſeem ſo to 
me, I felt about it then once more, and my 
Fingers got into ſome Holes, where I found 
ſomething more tender: I thought that the 
Town was then my own; and brought out 
ſome Morſels of Fleſh, which were delicious; 
but there was too little, to ſatisfy my voracious 


Appetite: I made ſeveral vain Efforts, there- 


fore, to get ſome more; but, notwithſtandin 
my having a Knife to help get the Fleſh oft, 
could not pick off the leaſt Bit. 


At laſt, by long ſtriving, I broke ſome- 
what; it was a little Bone, which' I clapt 
immediately to my Mouth ; but was ſoon glad 
to take it away again; for it was as hard as 
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Tron, and had a mouldy Tafte. This obliged 
me to have recourſe to my Bottle, to get the 
filthy Reliſh out of my Mouth; but ſcarce 
had I had one Gulp, before I brought it up 
again, faſter than it went down ; it being as 
bitter as Gall. Not being able to imagine the 
Reaſon: of all this, I grew at laſt out of pa- 
tience, and was reſolved to examine into it; 
and knowing there was a Lamp burning, in 
the Dormitory, adjoining to my Garret, I open- 
ed the Door, and ran in thither. But, how 
great was my Terror, on ſeeing, by the glim- 
mering Light thereof, that my ſo-much-long'd- 
for Turkey, was changed intoa ghaſtly Death's 
Head. I Jet it fall immediately; my Blood 
ran cold in my Veins; and had it not been 
for the Wall, which held me up, I had dropt 
down backward. The Fall of the dreadful 
Head, made the whole Houſe ring ; the poor 
Monks, not pre-acquainted with the Delien, 
were terrified at the Noiſe, and ran to the 
Doors of their Cells; when, ſeeing me in my 
Shirt, they took me for a Spirit; and croſſing 
themſelves, haſten'd again to their Beds, where 
they covered themſelves over Head and Ears: 
Mean while, I ſtood motionleſs, without daring 
to ſtir from where I was; my Hair ſtanding 
up an End, and my Heart beating, as if 
ready to ſtart from its Place. 


I ſhould have ſtood a conſiderable Time in 
the ſame Poſture, had I not met with another 
freſh Cauſe of Terror, to renew my Fright; 
I felt ſomething rough and hairy paſs between 
my Legs, which made me leap almoſt out of 
my Skin. I betook my ſelf to Flight, and ſaw 
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ſomewhat black run before me. So great was 
my Conſternation, that I could not diſtinguiſh 
what might be the Occaſion of it, but by the 
Mewing of a Cat; which, at that Time, 
however, I did not take for what it was. To 
add to my Dread, as I ran along, I kick'd the 
fatal Skull before me; which ſet it a rolling 
a-new, with a terrible Noiſe. I ſcamper'd 
away, as faſt as my Legs could carry me, and 
hunted about for my Chamber, to hide my 
ſelf in my Bed: Finding one, with the Door 
half open, I took it for mine, ran-in, and 
ſhut it after me. I felt about for my Bed, 
met with one, and got haſtily into it; but, 
good Heavens! what became of me, when I 
was received with an hearty drubbing ; and 
heard a hoarſe Voice, conjuring me, for God's 
fake, to tell who I was | Convinced then of 


we my Miſtake, I leapt out again; overthrew 
a every thing that lay in my way; and got 
he again to the Door ; the ſame Voice beſeech- 
ny ing me all the while to diſcover my ſelf; and 


I could diſtinguiſh it a conſiderable Time, even 
after my being in my Garret, which, at laſt, 


rs. I found out, 
ing | 
1 Next Morning the whole Convent were in 


an Uproar, about what had happened in the 
Night; the roguiſh Cook, who had been the 
Occaſion of all the Diſturbance, not having 


*. made his Boaſt thereof to any one; ĩt was whiſ- 
te. dered about, that a Spirit baunted che Dorgui- 
fy tory; and many Stories were raiſed upon that 


Head, which were widely different from the 


to Truth. There was not one, who did not re- 
* ; Heat ſome extraordinary Circumſtance relating 


B 5 thereto; 


' afterwards, had recourſe to fuch Shifts, in order 
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thereto; to which he added ſeveral ridiculous 
Reflections. Some ſaid it was one Father An- 
ſelm, whoſe Ghoſt walk'd; and that he had 
always taken a pleaſure, in plaguing the Monks 
in the Night-time. Others averr'd, this Ap- 
parition was the Fore-runner of ſome Misfor- 
tune, that would befal them; adding, that 
they did not live regularly enough, but muſt 
reform their Manners : In ſhort, this Accident 
was the whole Subject of their Converſation, 
till what follow'd ſoon after, afforded them a 
freſh Topick for their Diſcourſe. 


The Conſequence of this Adventure was, 
it cured me of my Gluttony ; ſo that I never, 


to indulge my Appetite: It gave me an Aver- 
fron for a long while, to all manner of Victu- 
als; every thing I faw ſeemed to me a Death's 
Head; it was continually before my Eyes, 
Time at laſt wore away this mortifying Con- 
ceit; but it has not cured me, of an incredible 
Diſlike to Turkeys; I cannot bear the Sight of 
them, but turn pale immediately, and am 
taken ill. In the mean while, the miſchievous 
Rogue of a Cook, who had play'd me this 
ſcurvy Trick, took no manner of Notice to 
me, of what had paſſed; I could fee him ſmile 
frequently, when he look'd me in the Face; 
but, as this was very uſual with him, I did not 
reflect at all upon it; nor did he ever tell me 
of it, till above three Years afterwards, 


Though this Misfortune produced the good 


Effect before · mentioned, it did not cure * 
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of my other Faults; but, as I advanced in 
Age, I grew ſtill ſo much the more ſubtle and 
unlucky. Four Years were ſpent in this man- 
ner, during which, I made a tolerable Progrels 
in my Learning. I had contracted a Friendſhip, 
with one of the Novices, who was old enough 
to have been a Monk; and in whoſe Ac- 
quaintance I found a thouſand Advantages : 
He had a prodigious Number of Romances 
I can't imagine by what Means, he had been 
able to get them together ; and I uſed to ſpend 
whole Nights in reading them, This Novice 
was called Fryar Angel; but his Name ought, 
in Juſtice, to have been quite the contrary 
he was thoughtful and ſullen; and, under 
a moſt agreeable Aſpect, concealed a Temper, 
addicted to every thing that was wicked : As 
much inclined to Roguery as I might be, 


I was a perfect Saint, when compared to 


The Maſter of the Novices, who had diſ- 
covered his vicious Inclinations, had uſed his 
utmoſt Efforts to reform him; and, — 
that the good Uſage, to which he had at fir 
had recourſe, had been all loſt upon him, had 
begun to treat him with Rigour. Frequent 
Abſtinence, with the Prohibition of Wine at 
his Meals, and obliging him to work hard, 
inſtead of allowing him any Recreation, were 
the next Means whereof he made tryal ; but 
it was all in vain: He found the way to 
elude, in a great meaſure, all theſe Mortifica- 
tions ; for he would filch, out of the Kitchen, 
enough to compenſate, for what Retrench- 

B 6 ment 


12 The Bous v-Bor x. 


ment was made in his Diet; he would like- 
wiſe pilfer Money; and therewith procured 
Wine to regale himſelf, by the help of a little 
Boy, who uſed to be ſent, to and fro, on Er- 
rands to the Convent. He was even artful 
enough to rob the Maſter of the Novices; but 
having once been caught in the Fact, the ex- 
aſperated Monk, who did not underſtand jeſt- 
ing upon fo tender a Point, had him ty'd to 
a Poſt, by four other Novices, where he was 
laſh'd fo ſeverely, that he was perfectly flay'd. 


Fryar Angel was ready to burſt with Rage; 
and took a firm Reſolution, to be heartily 
revenged. That he might the better com- 
paſs his Deſign, he pretended to take his 
Chaſtiſement kindly; and carried his Hypo- 
criſy ſo far, as to thank the good Father for it, 
and own he richly deſerv'd it, In ſhort, he 
diſſembled fo admirably, that the Maſter of 
the Novices, who was naturally very good- 
humoured, being moved thereat, reſtored him 
to favour ; abated of his Rigour, with reſpect 
to his Diet and Labour and, notwithſtanding 
the Order that had been left at his Admit- 
tance, to keep him ſtrictly confined, allowed 
him more Dibetty than uſual; whereby he 
ve him the Opportunity, to accompliſh, his 
much -defir'd, and ſo long ſtudied, Re- 
wenge, | | 


He came to my 'Bed-fide one Night, and 
ing down by me; my dear Band, ſaid he, 
Jhave taken notice af your ready Wit, and 
"know you have 2 Friendſhip: for me: You 
nung a arg 
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are no Stranger to the ſevere Treatment, L 
have received from the Maſter of the No- 
vices ; I have reſolved to be revenged on him, 
and make my Eſcape from this Gaol; you 
don't know it yet; and though you have not 
already met with the ſame inhuman Uſage, 
jou may depend upon it, you will have it in 
your Turn, What would you do here? What 
would be the End of it? Ig it not better to 
get away, and try our Fortune? Whatever 
befals us, it will be more eligible, than to lan- 
guiſh away our Lives in a Cloiſter. 


I have long had the ſame Thought, faid T, 
over-joy'd' to ſee him in this Mind; why 
did not you mention it to me before? It you 
had, it would have been done already; I 
am heartily tired, as well as you, of this kind 
of Life; and have had it in my Head, more 
than once, to take a different Courſe, How 
glad am I, cry'd he, embracing me, to find 
you in this Diſpofition! How feet is it to 
be free! And how happy ſhall we be to travel 
the World over! Never fear, we ſhall not 
want for any thing, Why ſhould we ſtir out 
of Paris, anſwer'd I; is it not large to afford 
us a Livelyhood? JI am better acquainted 
with it than any one, reſum'd Fryar Angel; 


F have gcteg divers Parts therein, in my 


Dime, and, had not Fortune favoured me 
ſo much, you would not have ſeen me here. 


Were I to ſtay therein, therefore, I ſhould be 


afraid of being again laid hold on; and con- 
fined ſo ſtrictly, that I ſhould have no 2 
© 
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of recovering again my Liberty, ever after, 
I will give you a convincing Proof, dear 
Bigand, of my Friendſhip; and of the Con- 
fidence I repoſe in you: Liſten to my fiſt 
Adventures; you will afterwards be better 
capable of judging, whether I dare again ap- 
pear publickly therein, 
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CAT. 
Fryar Angel robs his Father, and runs 


away from him. He meets with a re- 
markable Adventure, at the Hotel de 
Luxembourg. 


Am the Son of a Shoe-maker of Auxerre; 
my Father was famous for breeding Canary- 
Birds, and teaching them to fing: He had 
always abundance of them by him, of all 
Sorts and Prices; and the Profit, he made of 
them, enabled him to live very comfortably. 
I was likewiſe brought up a Shoe-maker ; and 
was ſo great a Proficient at my Trade, that 
I earned twice as much by my Labour, as 
the ableſt of our ſourneymen. henever a 
Pair of Shoes were beſpoken, in a great Hurry, 
I was always pitch'd upon to make them; and, 
when I carried them home, they were ſo much 
ſurprized at my Diſpatch, that they always 
gave me ſomething handſome to drink ; this 
it was made me a Debauchee. 


As I was never without Money, I never 
wanted Friends to help me ſpend it: They 
had enter'd me into the Fraternity of Bottle- 
Companions: I took abundance of Pleaſure 
in tippling, and was terribly mortify d, w - 
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I was forced to keep away from the Tavern, 
and ſtay at home in the Shop. My Father 
was not long before he took notice of my 
Debauchery ; accordingly, he chaſtiſed me for 
it, which nettled me to the Soul; and he 
repeated his Correction fo often, that I re- 
ſolved to run away from him, as ſoon as I 
could find a favourable Opportunity, 


Ever ſince I had left off working, Money 
for my ſuperfluous Expences fell ſhort; and 
which was worſe, I knew not how to leave 
off drinking: To add to my Mortification, 
the Acquaintance I had fo often treated, find- 
ing me no longer able, to carry them to the 
Tavern, abandoned me; and made their court 
to thoſe, who could bear theirExpences : Their 
raſcally Beh viour provoked me; I reſolved, 
the firſt Opportunity that offered, to make 
them ſenſible of it; and it was not long be- 
fore I met with one. A Cuſtomer of my 
Father's owed him two hundred Livres; I 
faw it paid down in ready Money; and ma- 
naged matters ſo well, that I laid hold on 
ſome of them. 


Being Maſter of this Treaſure, I went di- 

. rectly to the ſame Tavern, where, I knew, 
my falſe Friends uſed to frequent; taking with 
me ſome others, whom I did not believe a 
+ Jot better. When a Man bas Money he 
Can ſpeak with Spirit. In order, therefore, 
to mortify the former, as ſoon as I came up 
to the Bar, I called about me briskly ; asking 
- avghtily what was in the Houſe for Supper 
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and, charging them to bring the beſt Wine in, 
the Cellar. I was ſhown into the ſame Room, 
where my former Companions were fitting z 
they had heard the haughty manner, wherein I 
had called to the Waiters; and were fully 


perſuaded, it proceeded from my Pockets being 
well lined. 


As ſoon, therefore, as I entered the Room, 
they all aroſe, and came up to me to embrace 
me: I received them very coldly ; and, im- 
mediately, turning about to thoſe who had 
come along with me, affected to ſeem un- 
uſually gay and merry. A good Supper was 
brought up to my Table; whilſt my old Com- 
rades had nothing but Bread with their Wine. 
The Smell of an excellent Fricaſſee, which 
agreeably ſtruck their Noſtrils, ſet their Mouths 
a watering; and tantalized thera to that De- 
pree, that I am well aſſured, they then great- 

regrtted,” their not being upon ſuch, good 


Terms with me, to be admitted to partake 
thereof, I obſerved their Vexation with Plea+ 
ſure; and left the Tavern, Py over- 


joy'd, that I had ſhown them, my Circum- 


ſtances were different from what they. had 
imagined, 


This Vanity, however, was very prejudicial 
to my Purſe ; not a Farthing was left, of what 
I had ftolen from my Father; nevertheleſs, 
I comforted myſelf, with the Hopes of rob- 
bing him again. With this Deſign, I went 
next Morning, to the ſame Place, from whence 


I had taken the former Money ; but there 
| tne I ar 


—— 
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was no longer any there, it having either 
been removed elſewhere, or laid out in Bu- 
ſineſs : I ſtudied, therefore, ſome other means, 
to procure my ſelf a freſh Supply. 


My Father had two Canary-Birds, which 
he had been breeding up for ſix Months; and 
which began to ſing very finely, I took them; 
and found no Difficulty in ſelling them; 
having firſt had the Precaution, to pull open 
the Wire of their Cages, in ſuch a manner, 
that it might be imagined they had made their 

Eſcape. his Stratagem had the deſired Suc- 
ceſs; and I was highly delighted, with this 
new Way, of furniſhing myſelf with Money : 
But I repeated my Thefts ſo often, that my 
Father began to miſtruſt me; accordingly, 
he had me narrowly watch'd, took me in 
the Fact, and drubb'd me heartily, Provoked 
highly thereat, I reſolved to run away; and 
one fine Morning, when I knew he had re- 
ceived a good Sum, I laid hands thereon, and 
left the Houſe ; with a firm Reſolution, never 
more to ſet foot therein, as long as I lived, 


When I was got to a Place of Safety, and 
began to examine into my Treaſure, I found 
myſelf Maſter of five hundred Livres ; and 
thought my ſelf as rich as Craſus. I went to 
a Broker's, where, for fifty Crowns, I pro- 
vided my ſelf with Cloaths fit for a Prince: I 
bought a Sword likewiſe; hired a ready-fur- 
niſhd Lodging; and, not having any Ac- 
quaintance, went in ſearch of them, to Coffee- 
Houſes, and Billiard- Tables, A few Days af- 

| . ter 
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ter, I was introduced at a Gaming -Houſe, 
where there was great play, of all kinds: I 
was admitted into the Secret ; and good Luck 
co-operating with Art, I came away from 
the Table, one Day, with a thouſand Crowns 
ready Money. 


A Sum fo conſiderable, as this was at that 
time to me, pufted me up exceedingly ; and 
added to thoſe great Airs which I naturally 
loved to aſſume, I ſent for a Taylor; beſpoke 
two Suits of Cloaths in the pink of the Mode; 
and, being too well dreſs'd to be without a 
Footman, hired one directly; a Chariot by 
the Week ſoon followed ; and, in a little while, 
J had enter'd into an Intimacy, with the firſt- 
rate Rakes and Gameſters. s 


Gaming had been too favourable to me, for 
me to give it over. I followed it cloſe, there- 
fore; and it continued ſtill ſo much my Friend, 
that before the Month was expired, I was 
worth ten thouſand Livres. I had acquired 
this Money too eaſily, not to ſpend it in the 
ſame manner. I had never, as yet, been con- 
verſant with Women; and had often heard, 
there was no paſling one's Life agreeably with- 
out them; my Curioſity tempted me to put 
it to the Tryal, and I devoted my ſelf to the 
Widow of 2 Lieutenant-Colonel, with whom 
I fell in love. She was handſome and inviting ; 
ſhe ſaw me live in ſuch a manner, as ſhewed 
my Circumſtances were eaſy; her's were 
quite the contrary; ſhe did, therefore, as 
many others do every Day ; ſhe admitted of 

my 
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my Addreſſes on this Account: She was a 
great Lover of Gaming; I play'd with her 
out of Complaiſance; and this Piece of good 
Breeding coſt me two thouſand Crowns. 


Ever ſince my falling in Love, I had for- 
ſaken the Gaming- Tables; whither I never 
failed going before every Day: Finding my 
felf, however, at the end of my Riches, I 
returned thither, and the ſame Good- Luck 
followed me; at four Sittings I won ten thou- 
ſand Crowns, This unexpected, and ſudden 
Increaſe of my Wealth, quite turned my 
Brain; I entertained my Miftref like a Prince; 
no Treats, no Balls, Opera's, or Maſq uerades 
were wanting: In ſhort, I made ſuch haſte, 
to ſee the Bottom of my Pocket, that, at the 
end of two Months, not a Penny remain'd 
therein, This, however, was not what af- 
flicted me moſt; my Dalilah, to whom I 
had been weak enough both to own my Ex- 
tration, and what I rely'd upon for my Sub- 
ſiſtence, turned her Back upon me, one fine 
| Morning, and left me in the lurch; prefer- 

ring a Councellor before me, who did not, 
indeed, make, ſo great a Figure, but whoſe 
Income was not ſo precarious and uncertain. 


I loved my Falſe-One too well, not to be 
nettled, at her perfidious Uſage; and, to be 
revenged on her, pick'd a Quarrel with her 
Keeper ; believing, that becauſe I wore a 
Sword, I muſt neceflarily be indued with the 
Sentiments, of a Man of Honour, Great was 
my Miſtake, however ; for the Counſellor, 


though 


£A wal ta ved fs aw tt © tas A »S t wy 3 »% NV 8F»v 


e Fam £©% a— dl ot ann an a 


ew 1.4 <4 FAY 


The Bus v-BO PD x. 21 


though bred to the Law, having the Spirit of 
a Gentleman, as he really was, and having 
repell'd the Affront I had offered him with 
Violence, I ſent him a Challenge, which he 
accepted, We met in the Field, according to 
our Appointment ; my Noſe fell a Bleeding ; 
his Sword was already drawn, when I knew 
not where to look for mine; I repented my 
having carried Matters ſo far; fell on my 
Knees, and ask'd his Pardon. The Counſel- 
lor, deſpiſing me for my Cowardice, caned 
me heartily, and let me go; I went home 
reatly out of Countenance ; and with a firm 
Reflation, never more to quarrel with any 
one, upon any Account whatever, 


My Money being all gone, I fold thoſe 
Jewels, I had bought in my Proſperity ; raiſed 
a conſiderable Sum thereby; and returned to 
the Gaming-Tables, to retrieve my Fortune : 
But I had made too ill an Uſe of my Good- 
Luck, for jt to continue always favourable to 
me; accordingly it forſook me; and I not 
only loſt all my Money, but alſo all my Ef- 
tolls; inſomuch that, at laſt, I was obliged 


to betake my ſelf again, to the ſame Cloaths, 


wherein I had left my Father's; and which, 
in Contempt, J had thrown into a Place, where 
I kept my Wood for Firing. 


In the utmoſt Deſpair, at the melancholy 
Situation to which I found my ſelf reduced, I 
reſolved to extricate my ſelf from it, at any 
Rate whatever: We cannot bear, without the 


greateſt Reluctance, to fall from Proſperity to 
Want; 
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Want; I could not bring down my Spirit, 
therefore, to my new Condition. In order to 
better it, I had recourſe to ſeveral Undertak- 
ings, but could not ſucceed in any one of 
them ; and was juſt at the End of all my 
Stratagems, when Fortune ſerved me, as ſhe 
had often done before, and raiſed me, in a 
Moment, to a greater Height, than I had ever 
yet arrived at, 


One Day, as I was walking very melan- 
choly about the Hotel de Luxembourg, think- 
ing upon a Robbery, I was to have com- 
mitted, the Night following, upon a Gold- 
fmith, who liv'd near the Houſe where 1 
lodged ; I was accoſted by a Man, dreſs'd very 
plain, who ask'd me, whether I had waited 
long for him: I anſwer'd very ſhort, that! 
had waited but too long. I beg your pardon, 
continued he, with great Civility; but, in- 
deed, it is not my Fault: When one is em- 
ploy'd about ſuch Buſineſs, one cannot go too 
much about, to avoid being obſerved ; beſides 
they have made me wait at the Treaſury. an 
However, your forty thouſand Livres are ready Wl {ee 
for you; you will find them lodged under the na 
Stone, as was agreed on, in the Ruins of the 
old Houſe; don't forget to put the Treaty 
you know of in the ſame Place. Farewel, | 
muſt be gone directly where my Buſineſs calls 
me; another time we will be better acquaint- 
ed. Having thus ſaid, the Man went bö 
way, and was ſoon out of Sight, 
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to In the mean while, I knew not what to 
k- make of this Riddle; and yet it had been 
of ſpoken to me too ſeriouſly, not to demand 
ny WY my utmoſt Attention. May not this be ſome 
ſhe of Fortune's unaccountable Caprices, ſaid I 
| 2a Wi to my ſelf, and an Opportunity, ſhe has now 
ver thrown in my way, to extricate me from 


the Deſpair, whereunto I was reduced? Here- | 
upon, I went out of the Hotel de Luxembourg, | 


an- by the Gate of the Street d' Enfer; looking 
tk- about me on all ſides, to ſee, whether I could 
* not find any old Houſe, fallen to ruin. In 
d- 


Search thereof I wandered a good way out of 
Town; I caſt my Eyes every way, with- 
ery out finding what I ſought for; and had ad- 
ted vanced above a League in the Country; I 
at | vas weary; it grew cold; and the Ground 
on, was covered with Snow: In ſhort ; Night 
in- began to approach; and I was returning 
m- very melancholy towards the Town; when, 
too happening to look a- croſs the Fields, I obſerved 
ide: the Footſteps of a Man, imprinted on the Snow; 
1). and felt an Emotion within my ſelf, which 
ad) ſeem'd to foretell, that ſomething extraordi- 
the nary was ſoon to happen to me. 


— 
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Aly Hereupon, conſidering within my ſelf, that 
my Caſe was already deſperate, I reſolved 

al WF to follow thoſe Traces; they conducted me 
in- to a little Wood: I enter'd it by the Help of 
h theſe Guides, and arrived, at laſt, at a very 
thick Coppice, into which I had a good deal 

of Difficulty to penetrate : but, when I had ad- 

11 vanced about thirty Faces therein, I perceived 
is * an 
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an old ruinous Building, at ſome Diſtance; tb 


and did not in the leaſt doubt, but it was the as 


fame, whereof the unknown Stranger had 1 


it, without Heſitation, look'd about every where, 
of I had been told. In ſhort, I began alrea- 


made mention to me. Sn 
I baſtened up to it, therefore; and, entring 


without being able to find the Stone, where- 


dy to regret, the fruitleſs Trouble I had given Fe 


my felf, and was murmuring within my ſelf, H 


againſt the Man who had been the Occaſion MW * 
thereof, when I happened to perceive ſome MW f* 


old ruined Stairs, which lead into a Cellar, le 
Overjoy'd at this Diſcovery, down I went; 7 


and, notwithſtanding the Darkneſs that was 


Hand into a Hole, that was under it, 


at the unexpected Good-Fortune that was be- = 


* 


all around, I found, in one of the Corners, a 

large Stone, which I had much ado to lift, 

At laſt, having removed it, and putting ml . 
felt 

four Bags; I pull'd them out, and , ſeized 3 

thereon; my Heart fluttering all the while, | 


fallen me. — 

As ſoon as I got out out of the Cellar, | 10 
was in a new Perplexity; being both at a ſad d 
| Loſs, what way I ſhould take to return; and th 


or ſhould cauſe me to be follow'd, by my Foot- 
; Reps. In order to prevent the latter, I had 


— * 


* 


in a thouſand Fears, leaſt the Unknown. ſhould 
arrive every Minute, and catch me in the Fact; 


recourſe 40 an Expedient, which then came he 
into my Head: I unty!d one; of my Garters, fl . 


Sand faſtening it, by a Nail, to a little Board, v 


that 
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that happen'd to be there, drew it after me 
as I walked ; which quite took away all the 
Traces, that were made by my Feet, in the 
Snow. 


It was Night, dark as pitch, when I got back 
to Parisz and I was not willing to return 
to my old Lodging; wherefore, J hired an 
Apartment, in the Neighbourhood of the Royal 
Palace, My Poverty had made me a good 
Husband ; I bought me a plain Habit, and 
avoided ſeeming to have Money, as much as 
poſſible, Whilſt I behaved in this manner, I 
led an eaſy and contented Life; but, are Youth 
and vicious Inclinations, capable of perſevering, 
for any time, in a regular Courſe of Life ? 


One Day, as I was returning, from taking 
a Walk in the Tuilleries, J ſtood ſtill a little, 
to let a Lady paſs by, whoſe dazzling Beauty 
cauſed an uncommon Emotion in me: She 
was brighter than the Day; and had a moſt 
majeſtic Preſence, I followed her with my 
Eyes, as far as poſſible; and finding her ready 
to eſcape me, felt a ſudden Inclination, within 
me, to dog her: She walk'd but flowly,, where- 
fore, I ſoon overtook her ; and ſaw her turn 
down ... . . Street, where ſhe ſtopt at a Houſe, 
that made a very handſome Appearance, 


The Door being opened, ſhe went in, and 
it was ſhut, after her; nevertheleſs I could 
not reſolve upon going away, till I had ſeen 
her a ſecond Time; I was in Hopes, ſhe 
would appear, either 3 her Window, — 

er 
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her Balcony ; my Expectation, however, was 
in vain, and Night ſurpriz'd me, whilſt I flay'd 
there. I returned, therefore, to my Lodging, 
ſo full of the Idea of this Lady, that I could 
not eat any Supper; nay, I could not ſleep, 
all Night, for ſtudying what Means I ſhould 
uſe, to get acquainted with this Wonder of 
her Sex, Money is a Deity, that removes all 
Difficulties; I did not want for that, where- 
fore, I got up, full of the moſt ſanguine 


Hopes, 


I no longer rememher'd, the Rules I had 
preſcribed to my ſelf; I was deſirous of ſeem- 
ing agreeable, in the Eyes of my Charmer ; 
and my Oeconomy did not ſuit, by any means, 
with this Defire. I cauſed, therefore, ſeveral 
rich Suits of Cloaths to be made for me; 
having acquired a genteel Fancy, during my 
former Good-Fortune; and knowing fo well 
how to dreſs to the beſt Advantage, that no 
One could mimick the Man of Quality more 
to the Life. 


J hired, therefore, ſeveral Servants; and, 
like the Nobility, choſe out one of them, to 
be my Confidant, and aſſiſt me, in the carry- 
ing on my new Intrigue. I pitch'd on an arch 
Rogue for this purpoſe, named Bericard ; who 
had an admirable Talent for this Sort of 
Buſineſs: I went with him myſelf, to ſhew 
him the Lady's Houſe ; and enjoined him to 
bring me Word, who was the Owner there- 
of. In about two Hours he came Home; 
and informed me, that it belonged to _— 
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de B „ and that ſhe was kept by Mont. 
iT „ whoſe Fortune, and Power, ict her 
above the Reach of others. 


The ſuperior Rank, whereof her Keeper 
was poſleſs'd, ought to have cured me of my 
new Paſſion : But, who can admit of Subor- 
dination in Love? On the contrary, my De- 
ſires grew but the ſtronger, on hearing of the 
Difficulties that lay in the way; and I refvl- 
ved, at any rate, to ingage in an intimate 
Correſpondence with Madam de B——., I 
depended very much upon my good Mien, ant 
handſome Appearance; and imagined, that 
ſince ſhe had conſented, to have an Intrigue 
with another, I miglt be admitted, to pals 


away tho'e leiſure Moments, which, the weigh- 


ty Affairs of State, would not allow Monſ. de 
T-—— to ſpend with her, 


I ſent her, therefore, a Billet-doux, in the 
Style of a Commiſſioner of the Treaſury ; and 
pitched upon Bericard for that Purpoſe. He 
performed this Charge to Admiration; and 
the Anſwer he brought me back was diverting. 
My Language was underſtood ; and nothing 
was wanting, but to come to an Explanation 
thereof, In order to this, an Aſſignation was 
made me, to be next Day, at Six in the Even- 
ing, in the Faux-bourg St. Flonore; in a cer- 
tain Street, that was pointed out to me; as was 
alſo the Houſe of Rendezvous. I was to leave 
my Equipage, at a ſmall Diſtance from thence; 
and, for certain Reaſons, with which I was to 
be made acquainted at this Interview, was to be 
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dreſs'd..as plainly as poſſible; of which ſhe 
was herſeli to ſet me an Example, by coming 


in the Habit of a Country-Laſs. 


J was tranſported, at the Receipt of this Let- 
ter; the very Notion of having an Intrigue, 
with Monſ. de 7 s Miſtreſs, flatter'd my 
Vanity extremely: There was but one Cir- 
cumſtance I miſliked ; which was, that I coul 
not make Oſtentation of my Grandeur, on this 
Occaſion. It was abſolutely neceſſary, how- 
ever, to be conformable to Orders, wherefore 
T obeyed ; but I put on ſuch fine Linnen and 
ſuch rich Lace, as render'd it eaſy to judge, 
no body dreſs'd better, when I was not re- 
{train'd by ſuch ſtrong Reaſons, as thoſe, which 
had been inſinuated to me. 


I went then, at the appointed Hour, to the 
Place of Rendezvous, that had been ſpecify'd: 
The Door was open; I entered therein, and 
it was ſhut after me, in an inſtant: A Ser- 
vant appeared, who ſhew'd me into a decent 
Apartment, and left me there; telling me, h: 
Perſon, I wanted, would be with me preſently. 


In Expectation thereof I walk'd up and down 


the Room, pleaſing myſelf with the Thoughts, 


of the Happineſs I was ſoon to enjoy. I had al- 
ready waited near an Hour; and began to 
grow unealy at this Delay; when I heard 
me body at the Door. I advanced to meet 
my Charmer; my Bow was ready; and my 
Mouth opened, to make my Compliments to 
the lovely Madam de B--—, when, nile 
0 
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of her, there appears a majeſtic old Gentle- 
man, whoſe Look ſtrikes an Awe, and com- 
mands Reſpect. I ſtepp'd back two Paces, and 
fell a trembling, though I knew not why. 


It was not me you expected, Sir, faid he; 
were I not fo well aſſur'd thereof as I am, 
your Confuſion would betray you ; fear no- 
thing, however; for, notwithſtanding my be- 
ing Gallant, to the Lady of your AﬀeCtions, 
I am not come to ſpoil your Rendezvous, but 
to be a Witneſs thereto. You are not inſen- 
ſible, no doubt, that I have it in my Power, 
cither to ſerve you conſiderably, or to do you 

reat Prejudice: I beg you therefore, to ſacri- 
* your Inclinations to me; and to enab e 
me, by following my Directions, to convince 


my ungrateful falſe One of her Infidelity, I 


am going, continued he, to conceal myſelf 
behind this Bed; diſſemble your Uneaſineſs ; 
and carry yourſelf ſo, that ſhe may not, in 
the leaſt, ſuſpeR any thing of what has hap- 
pened; above all, no Signs; no tipping of 
Winks: If you betray me, you are undone, 
Having thus ſaid, he went to his Hiding-place; 
and, in a Moment afterwards, the Door open- 
ed, and Madam de B—— appeared, 


How was my Heart melted at the Sight 
of her! How lovely did ſhe ſeem ! How in- 
chanting was the Negligence and Simplicity 
of her Dreſs! How infinitely did I regret, the 
Part I was going to act! I made my Compli- 
ments to her, with ſuch a diforder'd Air, that 
ſhe took Notice of my Perplexity ; but, how 
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far was ſhe, from having the leaſt Miſtruſt, of 
the Misfortunc, wherewith ſhe was threaten'd | 
She aſcribed my Confuſion to the Power f 
her Charms: She is a Coquet, and had not 
taken this Step, without having her Reaſons 
for it; no doubt it was not the firſt 1 ime, 
It is not always Riches, and a high Rank, that 
gives the Heart Content; Love is refractory, 
and is not pleaſed with Slavery, I H ould be 
very ill ſatisſied, cry'd the ſmiling, with the 
Charms, wherewith the World flatters me, 
ſhould the Impreſſions, they make upon one 
Admirer, proceed ſo far, as to deprive me of 
the Liberty, of being told of their Efficacy by 
others. You ſay nothing, purſued ſhe? What 
am I to think of this Silence? Ah! Madam, 
anſwered I, with an infinite Perplexity ; how 
can one talk when one ſees you? I want Words 
to expreſs myſelf, and no longer know how 
to behave, * the want of Experience, 
in a young Man, who has no other Merit, 
than that of thinking you the handſomeſt of 
Women. 


Suppoſing it true, reſumed ſhe, throwing 
herſelf into an Elbow-Chair, that you had no 


other Deſert than this, I ſhould be fatished 


therewith; I love this Confeſſion from ſome 
Perſons, and it is indifferent to me from others. 
I have an Admirer, for Inſtance, in the World. 
— Ah! Madam, cry'd I, interrupting her, 
upon finding her touch upon that String; an 
Admirer! You have as many, as there are 
Men who behold you. On ſaying this, not- 
's TT hreatenings, 
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could not help giving a Glance, with my 
Eye, at the Bed. She did not apprehend me; 
but even took the Sign I had made, in a very 
merry Senſe, and fell a Laughing. I don't 
underftand you, cry'd ſhe; Signs are doubt- 
ful; one may be deceived therein; and I don't 
love to find myfelf miſtaken. You are migh- 
tily in the right ont, Madam, ſaid Monſ. 
de T — coming from his Hiding-place, you 
muſt have them better explain'd to you, 
Heavens! am I betray'd! cry'd the charm- 
ing Woman, looking at me, with Anger in 
her Eyes; What had I done to you, that you 
ſhould ſerve me ſo baſe a Trick? 


It was none of the Gentleman's Fault, an- 
ſwered the old Stateſman, very calmly, that 
you was not forewarn'd; neither was it to 
him, I owed the Knowledge, of your ill Con- 
duct: Such a Lover as I am, is always the 
laſt, who is informed thereof ; and it required 
a Life, no leſs diforderly than yours, before 
the News thereof could have reach'd my 
Fars; I have had you watch'd, and was re- 
ſolved to be convinced, by my own Eyes, whe- 
ther the Intelligence that was given me, of this 
your Aſſignation, was true or falſe, I leave 
you now to judge, whether I have been im- 
poſed upon or not; or whether you deſerve, 
ungrateful as you are, the many Favours, with 
which I have loaded you; all is now over; 
I will never ſee you more; and I deſpiſe you 
too much, to leave you any thing to fear, from 
my Reſentment. | 
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As for you, Sir, reſumed he, turning to 
me, and making me paſs on before him, | 
forget the little Regard, you have ſhown to 
my Requeſt; this ſaid, we went out of the 
Room together: However, as I was going 
away, 1 could not help, giving the afflicted 
Fair One, ſuch a Look, as ſufficiently ſnew'd 
her, how greatly concerned I was, at the 
Diftreſs, wherein I ſaw her plunged. 


As ſoon as we were out of the Houſe, 
Monſ. de T—— obliged me, to get into his 
Coach ; which done, he enquired, who, and 
what I was? I was greatly perplexed at theſe 
Queſtions ; it is a very difficult thing, ſo to 
invent a Story, before a Man of Penetration, 
and in Power, but that he will ſoon find 
it out. The forty thouſand Livres, which J 
had converted to my own Uſe, as has been 
already obſerved, came then freſh into my 
Mind ; and the Remembrance thereof, quite 
confounded me. I gave wretched Anſwers, to 
every Demand he made; he took Notice 
thereof, and preſs'd upon me more and more; 
I contradicted myſelf ſeveral times; and he 
let me underſtand, that he obſerved it. I fee 
plainly, faid he, that you are diſorder'd; it is 
no hard Matter to judge, that, what has juſt 

fled, is the Occaſion of it ; I muſt allow you 

ime, to recollect and recover yourſelf ; come 
to me, Tomorrow, at my Houſe; we ſhall 
then be able to talk more calmly ; and ſhall 
conſider, what can be done for you, 
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You may now go, purſued he, ſmiling with 
an Air of Confidence, to Madam de B-—— ; 
my Reſentment againſt her is quite over; you 
may aſſure her of it; you may even tell her, 
(in order to make your Court to her) that you 
have juſtify'd her, in my good Opinion: It is 
impoſſible to hate, what one has once ſo much 
loved; you ſhall render me a faithful Account, 
of what Anſwers ſhe gives you, in return; and 
it ſhall be according to your Sincerity, and the 
Uſe you are pleaſed to make of mine, that I 
ſhall determine, how I ſhall deal with you. 
Juſt as he had thus ſpoken, we arrived at the 
Gate of a great Houſe, where he alighted ; 
and I took leave of him, with a profound Bow; 
and returned Home, with my Head full of this 
Adyenture, 


Scarce had I enter*'d my ownApartment, when 
my Landlord came up after me, and deliver'd 
me a Letter; which, he ſaid, had been that 
Moment given him, with a. ſtrict Charge, to 
— it to me, as ſoon as poſſible : I opened 
it, and read therein, pretty much to the follow- 
ing Effect. 


As ſoon as ever you get Home, Sir, make all 
haſte to me, at Os0ur's Coffee- Houſe, in the 
Folks SAINT-GERMAIN; I will wait there 
for you till Midnight; I have Matters of the 
greateſt Conſequence to communicate to you : Re- 
member, to put on a different Habit, from that you 


had en before, | 
C 5 DE B—. 
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I dreſs'd myſelf in an Inſtant, went thi- 
ther with all Expedition ; and was introduced 
into a Room, where I found the diſtreſſed 
Fair One, buried in the utmoſt Affliction. 
Ah! are you there, ſaid ſhe, I am overjoy'd 
at your coming, in order to concert Meaſures 
with you. What has juſt now happened, 
ought to make us unite together, and repoſe a 
mutual Confidence in each other, To give you 
the firſt Proof of mine, I begin, by ſorewarnirg 
you, that we have, each of us, every thing to 
dread, from Monſ. de T——'s Anger: The 
more calm he ſeem'd, the more I think 
him to be apprehended, and provided againſt ; 

perhaps, he is even now, actually contriving 
to revenge himſelf, by our Ruin. I was de- 


firous, to diſpel her Fears; ; wherefore, I ac- 


quainted her, what he had ſaid, in Regard to 
her, You don't know him, ſo well zs I, cry'd 
ſhe, interrupting me; he does but difſemble 
with you; and is only endeavouring to take 
you at a Diſadvantage ; be ruled by me, there- 
fore; and, before we proceed any farther upon 
Buſineſs, make all haſte Home directly, 
and, if you have any Effects of Value, ſecure 
them immediately ; believe me, you have not 


a Moment to loſe, This Advice was greatly 


= Liking; I gave her many Thanks, 
refore, for her obliging Care ; and returned 


directly, to my Lodging, with a Promiſe, to 
be back again with her, as ſoon as poſſible. 


Bericard was there waiting for me with Im- 
patience ; he informed me, that ſome r_ 
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long I had lodged at his Houſe ; whether he 
knew who I was; and after what Manner I 


lived, This alarming News, made me reſolve 


to put my Deſign, but the ſooner, in Execu- 
tion; I order'd my Things to be pack'd up, 
with the utmoſt Expedition ; leaving the Care 
thereof to the Servants; and, ſending for my 
Landlord up Stairs, and paying him- what was 
due, told him, I was to lie that Night with 
one of my Friends, with whom I was to ſet 
out for the Country, next Merning, by Break 
of Day. | 

Hereupon, my Landlord conducted me to 
the Door ; and I was juſt upon the Point of go- 
ing out; when a Hackney-Coach, ſtopping 
thereat, gave a new turn to Affairs. An 
Officer with four Archers coming out of it, 


took me into Cuſtody, by Order of Monſ. de 
T--— ; and I was fo overwhelm'd with Sor- 


row, at this unforeſeen and ſudden Misfortune, 


that I ſuffer'd them, without ſpeaking a Word, 
to conduct me to D—, where we did not 


arrive, till late that Night. 
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CHAP. II. 


Fryar Angel is committed Priſoner to 
D—. An extraordinary Method of 
Revenge. 


tion, of all Gaols, that I ſhudder'd with 
rror, when I enter'd this, I was treated 
there, however, both with great Humanity 
and Civility; and my Diet was very tolera- 


I Had ever entertained, ſuch a terrible No- 
0 


dle; but the Anguiſh, that prey'd upon my 


irits, render'd me inſenſible of all this good 
ſage. I ſpent my Days in weeping bitterly ; 
and was apprehenfive, though not without 
ſufficient Reaſon, that I ſhould never be relea- 
ſed, In the midſt of all my Affliction, how- 


ever, the Thoughts of Madam De B., 


with whom I was ſincerely in Love; were 
the greateſt Apgravation of my Sorrows ; her 
laſt Goodneſs, with her obliging Fears, on m 
Behals were perpetually in my Mind. Shall 
I never behold her more! then faid I, melting 
into Tears; how cruel is his! What will the 


do with me? Ah! take all I have, added 


as if I had been talking to fomebody, an 
leave me at Liberty, to throw my ſelf at her 
Feet, there to ſwear eternal Conſtancy. 
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I ſpent many Days in this melancholy Con- 
dition, which impaired my Health viſibly ; the 
Governour came to viſit me, and finding me 
ſo much dejected, and brought ſo low, ordered 
theTurnkeys, to allow me the Liberty of taking 
the Air, every Day, within the Priſon Walls: 
Beſides this, he ſent me ſome Books, for my 
Amuſement; promiſed to intercede for me; 
and was as good as his Word, Three Days 
after, he gave me to underſtand, that I ſhould 
beexamin'd next Morning; and adviſed me, to 
ſay nothing, but what was the Truth; aſſuring 
me, it was the only Way, to procure my Li- 
berty, as ſoon as poſſible. 


I reſolved to follow his Counfel; Monſ. 
de T—— came at the Time appointed; I 
found him alone, in a Parlour, into which I 
was conducted. I have allowed you ſufficient 
Time, faid he, to recolle& yourſelf; you did 
not confeſs the Truth, when I demanded who 
you was; you are now to conſider, whether 
you are diſpoſed to do it at preſent. After this 
Preamble, he proceeded to examine me, and I 
acknowledged my ExtraQtion, with every Cir- 
cumſtance, relating to my Life, till the very 
Day, of my being taken into Cuſtody ; not 
concealing even the Adventure, of the forty 
thouſand Livres, 


Oh! this is right, cry'd he, putting on a 
more 8 Lock; in this Ardele 1 Kier 


ſome Truth; having thus ſaid he roſe up; and, 


aſter having conſidered a few Moments, told 
me, 
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me, I had converted to my own Advantage, 
a Sum of Money, which, by no means, be- 
longed to me; and which, I could not but ſuſ- 
peR, came from a Hand, to whom the higheſt 
Reſpect was due; as alſo, that I could not 
deny, my being juſt upon the Point, of putting 
it to a very ill Uſe; that nevertheleſs, (in 
Conſideration of my having made an ingenu- 
ous Conſeſſion of my whole Life) he would 
endeavour to ſerve me: He then exhorted me 
to Patience; aſſured me, my Confinement 
ſhould not be of a long Continuance; and went 
away, without ordering any Alteration, in the 
Manner, wherein [ had, till then, been treated, 


This Viſit made me ſomewhat more eaſy 
than before; I was in Hopes, every Hour, of 
being reſtored to my Liberty ; but the Time 
never came: In the mean while, three Months 
had already gone over my Head, ſince the 
Day, that Monſ. de T- had been to ſee 
me: My Spirits began to fink ; my Expecta- 
tions vaniſh'd; my Uneaſineſs increaſed ; and 
my Sorrows returned upon me, with freſh Ve- 
hemence ; when, one Day, about Four in the 
Afternoon, I was conducted into the ſame 
Parlour, wherein I had been examined; and 
there met a Man, dreſs'd in Black, who, ſhut- 
ting the Door, the Moment I was enter'd, 
and fitting down, without uſing any Cere- 
_ or Compliments, accoſted me, as fol- 
owWS: ; 


You are very fortunate, young Spark, in 


having fallen into the Hands, of a N * 
0 
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of ſuch Goodneſs, as Monſ. de T- ; any 
ther but himſelf, would have made you ſuffer 
dearly, for the forty thouſand Livres, you con- 
verted to your own uſe; it is not excuſable, 
by any means; it was a downright Theft: You 
knew, the Man, who acquainted you there- 
with. had miſtaken you for another ; and, that 
this Money was not deſigned for you. I re- 
peat it, therefore, to you, once more, were 
it not for the Goodneſs of Monſ. de T- , 
it is a hanging matter: He forgives you, how- 
ever, in Conſideration of your Youth, and 
your Sincerity; and will even releaſe you 
hom hence, but that is to be only upon one 
Condition, By your own Confeſſion, you 
have always been a Debauchee; and, accor- 
ding to all Appearance, you will never grow 
better ;, wherefore, he offers you your Choice 
of theſe two; either to continue here, all your 
Days, or to go into a Monaſtery, and become 
a Monk. If you pitch upon the latter of theſe, 
he will disburſe, what is requiſite for that pur- 
pole; and, as ſoon as you ſhall have enter'd 
into Orders, and given ſome Proofs, of your 
being thoroughly reformed, you will be allow'd 
the full Enjoyment of your Liberty. 


The Unknown thus concluded his agree- 
able Harangue ; I did not heſitate long, how- 
ever, upon the wretched Alternative that was 
offer'd me ; of the two Evils, that were pro- 
poſed, I choſe the leaſt, as I thought, and 
pitch'd upon the Convent; but with a firm Re- 
ſolution, to lay hold on the firſt Opportunity, 
| that ſhould preſent, to eſcape, The Caſe was 
quite 
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quite different, in the Priſon where I was; it 
required a Miracle to get out; and they are 
very ſcarce in this Age; neither have I any 
Title to expect them, 


It was to this Convent, dear Bigand, that 
I was conducted; within four Days after my 
Entrance, they made me put on the Habit; 
and ſuch a ſtrict Charge, has been given, with 
me, to keep a watchful Eye over me, that 
I never yet could find, a favourable Moment, 
to put in Execution, the Deſign I have ever 
retain'd, to get away from hence as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible. I have made many vain Attempts by 
Night; but the Gates are fo carefully ſhut, 
and the Walls ſo very high, that I have been 
oblig'd to give over, all Hopes of ſucceeding, 
without ſome Aſſiſtance; I ſee only thee, in 
whom I can confide, or on whom I can de- 
pend ; however, I have a ftrong Notion, that 
thou wilt be able, to reſtore me to my dear 
Liberty: I leave thee now to judge, after 
having heard my Story, whether I dare 
ſtay at Paris; and, whether I have not all 
the Reaſon in the World, ſhould I venture ſo 
to do, to be apprehenſive, of being again ſeized 
and confined, if not worſe, for the Remain- 
der of my Life. 


The Knowledge of the World, which you 
muſt neceſſarily have acquired, in the diffe- 
rent Fortunes through which you have run, 


will certainly teach you, ſaid I, what Uſe you 


ought to make of your Liberty, ſhould you 


ever be ſo happy, as to regain it: For my Fark 


— ww. ea0- Dae HrUwaAS  zAeMS2MWMFLYF 


The Bus y-BoDdy. 41 


] am not able, to give you any Advice upon 
that Head; beſides my being but young, I 
have ſeen very little of the World ; and ſhould 
be at a great Loſs, how to ſhift therein my 
ſelf, | 


Had I not been convinced, anſwer'd Fryar 
Angel, that thou art both capable of think- 
ing, and of bringing a Deſign to a good Ifſue, 
I ſhould not, thus, have been prepoſſeſſed in thy 
Favour; but I have long had an Eye upon 
thee; and am well aſſured, thou art very ca- 
pable, of making thy Fortunein the World; 
thou ſeemeſt, to me, to have a good deal of 
Courage; to be very enterprizing; and of an 
uncommon Preſence of Mind: I want all theſe 
Qualities ; and will confeſs to you freely, that 
I am a Coward. This is no Fault of mine 
I would willingly be endued with Bravery ; but 
the leaſt Trifle imaginable diſcompoſes me; 
whereas, I have had a good Opinion of thee, 
ever ſinceI ſaw thee, fight with theLad that runs 
on Errands; as weak as thou ſeemeſt to be, thy 
Courage, and thy Dexterity, made thee get the 
better of him, though he was much the ſtrong- 
eſt; beſides, I have often obſerved thee to 
have a ready and lively Wit-——, 


Very fine, cry'd I, interrupting him, one 
may eaſily ſee, you have been uſed to keep 
Company, with Perſons of Quality and Diftinc- 
tion; to whom Flattery and Compliments coſt 
nothing, when they have a mind, to gain any 
one over to their Intereſts, and ſtand in need 
of him: Say no more, I beſeech you, _— | 


42 The Busy-Bopy. 


of my good or ill Qualities; Fryar Marlin, 
our Cook, is not ſo complaiſant as you; [ 
don't know yet, myſelf, what I am, we ſhall 
ſee hereafter. At preſent we have two things 
to conſider of; one is, to revenge you on 
the Maſter of the Novices; and the other is, to 
make our Eſcape from the Monaſtery : Don't 
you think, we ſhould do better, to deſpiſe this 
Revenge ; and only contrive ſome Means, to 
get away? 


Ah! my dear Bigand, ſaid Fryar Angel, 
interrupting me, feel my Shoulders, how cruel- 
ly they have been abuſed ; and the ſad Marks, 
that yet remain thereof; could you fo eaſily 
forget this? It is very true, anſwered I, it is 
terrible; well, be it ſo: Get you gone to your 
Bed; I will ſtudy to content you; the Re- 
mainder of the Night is little enough, for me 
to take my Reſt; you can make your ſelf 
amends, for lying awake, in the Day-time; 
the Caſe is not the ſame with me; I have a 
curſed ns of a Maſter to deal with, who, 
as ſoon as I drop aſleep, has Recourſe to rough 
Means, to prevent me. On my. thus ſayihg, 
he · left me, and, a Moment after, I fell a ſno- 
Ting. 


Next Day, I rack'd my Brains, about the 
Means to ſatisfy Fryar Angel; and to procure 
our Liberty : His Story had filled me with the 
greateſt Admiration for him; I congratulated 
my ſelf on my Acquaintance with him; and 
flatter'd my ſelf with the Thought, that, with 
ſo gcod a Guide, I might, one Day, raiſe my 
Fortune 
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Fortune in the World. I call'd to mind the 
proſperous Circumſtances wherein he had been; 
and imagined, that, had I been in his Place, I 
ſhould have made a better Uſe thereof: Our 
Self-Love is always ready, to ſooth us up with 
pleaſing Fancies; and it is the Folly of Man- 
kind, always to think themſelves wiſer than 
their Neighbours. 


I] bethought me of a hundred Schemes, the 
one more ridiculous than the other, to revenge 
Fryar Angel, upon the Maſter of Novices; but, 
] have ever lov'd Certainty in all Buſineſs ; 
and the Projects, I had formed in my Mind, 
were not ſo, Many Days, were my Thoughts 
employ'd upon this Head; at laſt, I fix'd up- 
on the following Reſolution ; which alſo was 
the Occaſion, of our obtaining our Liberty. 


| We had, in our Monaſtery, a large black 


Cat; one of the moſt furious of his kind, when 
once provoked ; and upon him I pitch'd, to 
be the Inſtrument, of revenging Fryar Angel, 
upon the Maſter of the Novices. The Creature 
would come to me, becauſe it was my Buſineſs 
to feed him: I took him one Night, and car- 
ried him into my Garret; having previouſly 
provided my ſelf with a Bundle of "Thorns, 
which I had cut in the Day-time. I made 
him a Collar of ſome of them, and faſten'd 
others under his Belly: This done, I ty'd 
ſome Pack Thread to his Tail; and, having 
thus equipp'd him, carried him under my Arm 
barefoot, into the Maſter of the Novices Cell, 
of which I had taken good Notice. ' 

| t 


; 
ö 
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It was late, and he was ſnoring heartily; 
whereby I knew he was in a ſound Sleep; 
I lifted the Cloaths up, therefore, gently at 
the Feet; put the Cat into the Bed, and faſ- 
tened the Pack-thread before-mentioned (which 
J had already prepared, with a Running-Knot) 
to one of the good Father's Legs. This done, 
I pinn'd down the Bed-Cloaths at the Feet, in 
ſuch a manner, that it was impoſſible, the Cat 
ſhould make his Eſcape that way ; and, having 
thus dex erouſly perſormed this fine Commiſſion, 
got away myſelf, as faſt as I could, to Fryar 
Angel; whom TI had appointed, to be in a ſmal 
Paſſage, that led to a Granary, At the End of 
this Pallage, was a little Stair-Cale where Fryat 
Angel; ſeated himſelf whilſt I food, in the mid. 
dle, longing to ſee the Iſſue, of the roguiſh 
Prank I had play'd, 


Scarce had we taken our ſeveral Places, 
when we heard a dreadful Uproar ; Mercy up- 
on me! cry'd the poor Maſter of the Novices; 
Heaven help me] Come to my Aſſiſtance, my 
dear Brethren; have pity on me; come and 
deliver me; Satan is tearing me in Pieces, 
with his infernal Talons ; Help ! Murder 
Help, for Heaven's ſake! Undoubtedly, the 
Cat was endeavouring to get out at the Head 
of the Bed; and finding himſelf hinder'd by 
the Pack-thread, had faſtened, with his Claws, 
upon ſome Part of the poor Father ; whillt 
the Thorns were, likewiſe, tearing him all 
over, 


However 


The Bus v- BODY. 45 


However that was, not being able to en- 
dure the Torment, he leapt out of Bed, till 
continuing his Outcries, and ran out of the 
Chamber. The reſt of the Monks, terrify'd, 
at the dreadful Noiſe he made, called to him 


to have Patience; but, ſince my Adventure 


with the Death's-Head, they were all too much 
frighten'd, to dare to peep out of their Cells, 
or venture to ſtir to his Reſcue. The wretched 


Father, therefore, ran from one end to the. 


other of the Dormitory, ſtriving, ſtruggling, 
roaring, and uſing his utmoſt Efforts, to free 
himſelf from the! furious Animal; whom, in 
his Fright, he took for nothing leſs, than an 
inſernal Spirit. 


At laſt, by much 2 the Pack- thread 
broke; and the Cat, being ſet at Liberty, and 
no leſs terrify'd, than the poor Father, be- 
took himſelf to Flight, Unfortunately, for Fryar 
Angel and me, he ran into the Paſſage where 
we were; and coming by the Place, where I 
had polted my ſelf, tore my Legs with the 
Thorns, and put me to ſuch Pain, that I 
thought the Skin was flay'd off: But, this was 
nothing, to what befel Fry ar Angel; as he direct- 


ly ſtopt up the Paſſage, down the Stairs, whereon 
he fat, the Cat, intangling himſelf, by Reaſon 


of the Pack-thread and T horns, with his Legs, 
bit, and ſcratch'd him, to ſuch a Degree, that 
he was almoſt as ill-treated, as the poor Fa- 
ther himſelf. 


This, 
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This made him ſoon change his Tone; 
and, whereas, before, he could ſcarce reſtrain 
himſelf from burſting into a loud Laughter, 
he had then as much Difficulty, to forbear 
crying out. At laſt, the Cat got looſe, and 
I went to comfort Fryar Angel; but, being 
enraged at this Misfortune, he vented all hi 
Anger upon me; curſing my Contrivance a 
thouſand Times; and calling me a hundred 
injurious Names; at which, however, I only 
laugh'd.; and went very quictly to my Bed, 
where I ſoon fell into a ſound Sleep. 


Next Morning, I was rouzed on a ſudden, 
by Fryar Martin, pulling off the Bed- Cloaths: 
What, cry'd he, art thou aſleep ſtill, when 
every one elſe is up, and at Prayers; Get up, 
get up, thou lazy Raſcal, or I will ſoon make 
thee ſtir, with a Vengeance. Had you ſuf— 
fer'd as much as I to Night, ſaid I, you 
would not chide me ſo ; I then ſhew'd him my 
ſcratch'd Legs: Ah ha! poor Wretch, cry'd he, 


ſomewhat mollify'd at this Sight, does the De- 


vil owe thee a Spite too? There are three of 
you then, in the ſame Scrape : Lie ſtill, lie 
ſtill, where thou art, I fancy, before it is 
long, thou wilt have a good Number of Fellow 
en. 


I have always had a ready Invention; and 

a Thought then came into my Head, that, if 
they ſhould examine me, how I came to be 
ſo ill treated, I would tell them ſuch a Story, 
they ſhould remember it all the Days - their 
| ves: 
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Lives: I reſolved the more upon this, and 
accordingly, drew the Plan thereof, that In- 
fant in my Mind; becauſe I fancied, it might 
contribute to our Deſign, of recovering our Li- 
berty; which, otherwiſe, ſeemed to me very 
dificult. I had already thought about it more 
than once; and the more I had conſider'd it, 
the more impraCticable it had appeared: We 
had three Gates to paſs, before- we could get 
out: He who kept the Keys, never let them 
go out of his Sight ; and all the Door-keepers 
teing infinitely curious, all Comers and Goers 
underwent the ſtricteſt Examination from 
them, I could find only the Church-Yard, 
whereby it was poſſible, to ſecure our Eſcape ; 
and that was ſeldom opened; neither did [ 
know who had the Key; however, that was 
the Way, by which I intended to make the 
Attempt : The Walls that ſurrounded it were 
bw, and I conſidered, that, provided I could 
ret the Gate open, it would be no hard Mat- 
ter, to compaſs my Deſign; for this Reaſon, 
therefore, I invented the Story, that will follow 
preſently, 


Not long after the Cook, my Maſter, had 
left me, ſeveral of the oldeſt Monks entred 
my Garret, and look'd upon my Leg: I would 
give a good deal, ſaid one of them, to find out, 
what can be the Meaning, of the Diſturbances, 
that have lately happened, in our Convent: 
I have been here theſe forty Years, and never 
knew of ought like it; tell me tontiuued he, 
ſpeaking to me, didſt thou ſee any thing? I 


dave ſeen but too much, aye, and heard, and 


felt 
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felt it too, anſwer'd I, How ! cry'd another, 
has Satan ſpoken to thee! It is not the Devil, 


reſumed I, who is the Occaſion of theſe Alarms; 
it is the Spirit of one, who was formerly «f 


this Monaſtery, Is it poffible, cry'd they all MW for 
together? Yes, purſued I, I know the whole It 
Story; and what muſt be done, to prevent the Wl bo 
Misfortune, with which we are threaten'd, WM bet 
How, ſaid the Father who ſpoke firſt, this it 
deſerves Attention; and it is fit, we ſhould ac Ml de: 
quaint our Prior therewith, No, no, reve- WM all: 
rend Father, cry'd I, interrupting him, with {MW ne 
an innocent Tone; I have ſo many extraor. Ml (cr 


. dinary Things to relate, they would not be be. the 
lieved. Pardon me, pardon me, ſaid another Ml {: 
of the Monks, Children and Fools tell Truth; WM are 
we know very well, thou haſt not Wit 

enough, to invent a Story off-hand : Having | 
thus premiſed, they all departed, and went, {MW up 
as they had faid, to give notice hereof, to the ¶ wc 
whole Community. the 


One of theſe Monks returning ſoon after; MW Nc 
dreſs thee quickly, ſaid he, our reverend Fa- by 
ther, the Prior, is waiting for thee in theWarm-W ma 
ing-Room ; he will have thee relate to him, MW goc 
what thou haſt ſeen and heard. Hereupon, I rel 
got up, and followed him directly, to the Room I of 
above- mentioned; whither Fryar Angel had been I ma 
forced to come likewiſe (which had made him dre 
look very ſowr) though his Legs were all bound 
up with Rags, and he was ſcarce able to 

ſtand upon them, | 


1 
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1 have been told, ſaid the Prior, as ſoon 
ns: MY be ſet Eyes on me, that an Apparition 
of WY has poken to thee this Night; and thou haſt 
al MW ſomething very extraordinary to impart to us. 
ole ltc is very true, Reverend Father, anſwered I, 
the WM bowing to the Ground; and, though I have 
wa. been ſeemingly ill uſed, as well as the reſt, 
this it was only, in order to render, what I have to 
ac. declare, the more credible; at leaſt, ſo the Spirit 
ve. WH affured me: What is moſt certain, is, that I 
with never felt any Pain, when my Legs were fo 
aor. ſcratch d-. That is ſomething particular, ſaid 
- be. MW the good credulous Father; well, go on, we 
ther ſhall believe thee ; fit down, and begin; we 
uth; WW are ready to hear thee. 


wing I obey'd immediately; and ſeated myſelf 
vent, MW upon a Stool, which faced a ſemi-circular 
wooden Bench, whereupon the Members of 
the Society had placed themſelves ; not one 
of them being wanting, but the Maſter of the 
Novices ; who had been ſo cruelly mauld, 
by the Teeth, and Talons, of enraged Gri- 
malkin, that he was not able to ſtir : The 
good Prior, having then given ſome Orders, 
relating to the Aﬀairs of the Houſe, the Door 
of the Warming-Room was ſhut ; a Sign was 
made to me, to begin my Narration ; and, I 


broke Silence, in the Manner following, 


D 
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The Story of an Apparition, related h I 

. : | 
Bigand. 10 
th 

CAR CE had I dropt aſleep, when! 6 

was rowzed out of it, in the greateſt Sur. g. 


prize and Terror, by the Gripe of a burn-M tr 
ing Hand, which ſeized me by the Arm; and ar 
upon opening my Eyes, in the utmoſt Con- F. 
ſternation, I diſcover'd, by a glimmering Light, lo 
a moſt terrible Spectre, ſtanding before me: ur 
His Aſpect was enough to ſtrike the boldeſt fre 
with Horror; and Flames iſſued out of his ha 
Mouth and Noſtrils. Fear nothing, cry'd the Pa 

- Horrible Spirit, with a Voice like Thunder, I w: 
don't mean thee any Harm; on the contrary, MW mi 
J have pitch'd upon thee to deliver me from Cl 
the moſt cruel Torments ; my Name is A. the 
aide; when living, I was a great Cabalilt ; He 
liſten to my Story, and the Method I wil Irc 
- teach thee, to reſtore me to the vital Air. the 


Having thus ſpoken, he withdrew his fiery Fe: 
Hand, ard breathed upon my Face; after which, my 
I was no longer under any Terror: On the of | 
contrary, I had the Courage, to take an ex- Bre 
act View of him; and, he appeared to me, 

. pretty much as follows. we 
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His Viſage was very long, and of an Olive 
Complexion ; his Eyes, which were extreme- 
ly hollow, reſembled thoſe of a Cat, when 
provoked to Anger ; the Difference between 
them was, that thoſe of the Apparition, actu- 
ally illuminated the whole Room ; but the 
Light, that iſſued from them, was gloomy, 
and baleful, Underneath his Eyes, was a 
black and blue Circle; and his Brows were 
thick, ſtrait, iff, and ſtaring, like Bri- 
ſtles. His Noſe, -at the Top, was broad, and 
flat; but, terminated, at the Tip, in an ex- 
treamly ſharp Point, His Lips were thick, 
and livid; and, when he ſpoke, a terrible 
Flame, intermix'd with a black Smoke, fol- 
lowed his Words. A prodigious Beard, reach'd 
up, half way, his Cheeks ; and hung down, 
from his Chin, almoſt to the Ground. He 
had no Hair upon his Head ; and the hind 
Part of his Skull ſeem'd to be hollow, His Neck 
was as long, as that of an Oſtrich; and one 
might have counted every Bone of it. His 
Cloaths were of a coarſe Woollen Stuff, the 
the Colour of which I could not diſtinguiſh. 
He was girt, about the Middle, with a large 
Iron Chain; and his Head reached up to 
the very Cieling. I made all theſe Obſerva- 
tions, whilſt he was telling me his Story; my 
Fears having been all difpeIF'd, ever ſince his 
myſterious breathing upon me. At this Part 
of my Narration, I pauſed a little, as if to take 
Breath; which done, I went on therewith, 
in the Terms enſuing, the good Fathers liſten- 
ing all the while, * the utmoſt Attention. 

2 
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I have already told thee, continued the 
Spectre, that my Name is Moſaide; my Fa- 
ther was a Ze, and greatly renown'd among(t 
the Hebrews, for his Ability, in foretelling 
Things to come. He ma.e me apply myſelf, 
very early, to my Studies; and taught me 
himſelf, great Part of what he knew : This 
done, he ſent me into Egypr ; and, as he was 
very rich, provided me with every Thing ne- 
ceſſary, to render my Travels, in that Country, 
agreeable, as well as advantagious. I ſaw all 
that was curious in that Store- Houſe of An- 
tiquity; and met with ſeveral Sages, with 
whom I got acquainted ; and whoſe Correſ- 

ndence was of great Advantage to me, in my 
— am I apply'd myſelf diligently to the 
Study of Natural Philoſophy, and made a con- 
fiderable Proficiency therein. 


One Day, when I went to take a View of 
the Heavens, upon the largeſt Pyramid, near 
Grand Cairo, a violent Rain ſurprized me 
thereon ; and I entered into an Opening that 
was therein, in order to ſhelter myſelf from it. 
J found there ſome Stairs, covered over with 
Rubbiſh, which prices my paſſing on any 
farther ; and yet I was deſirous of going down 
theſe Steps, to ſee whereto they lead. In or- 
der to accompliſh my Deſire, I removed the 
Stones, that block'd up the Entrance; but, 
had hardly advanced a few Paces, when, the 
Light failing me, I ſtopt ſhort, and durſt not 
venture to go on. 


A 
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A little after, I heard a ſtrange, hollow 
Kind of a Noiſe, which excited my Curioſity 


1 afreſh : I liſtened thereto, and methought, it 
5 was occaſion'd by the Fall of Water; which 
* amazed me greatly, it not being at all prob- 
dle, that there could be any ſuch Thing, 
o upon a Structure of ſuch an exceſſive Height. 


I could have wiſh'd to have examined into 
this Prodigy, but was afraid of loſing myſelf 
in this (worſe than Dedalzan) Labyrinth ; 
and, was juft ready to turn back again, when, 
rich ſetting my Foot upon one of the Steps, it gave 
Way, and fell down an unfathomable Depth, 

5a with a moſt horrible Noiſe. Upon caſting my 
Fires on the Opening, made by the Fall of 
* this Stone, a Light iſſued from thence; by the 
Help of which, I diſcover'd another Stair- 
Caſe, (by the Side of a Kind of Well) more 
ſpacious than the Steps whereon I ſtood, Tt 


L was not difficult to leap upon it, from where 
me I was; and, my Curioſity growing ſtronger, than 
hat the Fears, wherewith I was at firſt ſeized : Per- 
= haps, faid I, to myſelf, theſe Stairs will con- 
ck duct me to the Place, whence this Noife 


any proceeds, Upon this Conſideration, I took 
wn the Leap, and got fafe to the aforeſaid Stair- 
Caſe, | 


w It was ſo well illuminated, that I went down 
the it with Eaſe; and, what ſurprized me moſt, 
not was, by what Means the Light found En- 


trance there; for I could not perceive any 
Opening, whereby it could gain Admittance. 
a In Proportion, as I advanced farther, the 
D 3 Noiſe 
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Noiſe increaſed more and more; and, me. 
thought, I could even diſtinguiſn Human 
Voices; I reſolved, therefore, at all Hazards, 
to examine into the very Bottom of this My. 
ſtery. Atlaſt, after having gone down num- 
berleſs Steps, I came to the Foot of the Stairs, 
and found myſelf at the Mouth of a Cave; 
where I ſtopt, terrified, and aftoniſhed, at 
the amazing Objects, that ſtruck my Sight, 


In the Middle of this Cave, was a large 
round Furnace, wherein. was a Crucible, full 
of a yellowiſh bubbling Liquid; and, a Violet- 
colour'd Stream aſcended from thence, and 
play'd about the Surface. of the Fire. Four 
naked Men, who ſeem'd to me very much ad- 
vanced in Years, , were fitting upon. the Edge 
of this. burning Well ; and one might plainly 
perceive their Legs, in the Midſt of the Flames, 
which, notwithſtanding, were not burnt there- 
by. Each of theſe Men had his particular Em- 
ployment; one having an Iron Rod, with 
which he ſtirred about the Liquor, in the Cru- 
cible; and the ſecond, a Cup, in which | 
could diſcern ſome. of the ſame Liquid ; whillt 
the third was blowing the Fire, with a Pair 
- of Bellows; and, the fourth, had a large Te- 
leſcope, one End of which was ſupported by 
the Edge of the Crucible, which, he ſeem'd 
to be watching, with the utmoſt Attention, 
by the Means of that Inſtrument, 


A fifth venerable old Man, reſembling the 
Four before-mentioned, only, that he ſeemed 
much more advanced in Years, and more de- 

Crepid, 
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crepid, was walking about the Furnace ; he 
had a Taliſman in one Hand, and a Rod in 
the other, with which he ſtruck the Ground, 
from Time to Time. As ſoon as he ſaw me, 
he ran to the four Corners of the Cave, and 
touched them with his Wand; giving, at the 
ame Time, a loud Cry, like the Noiſe I had 
heard, on coming down the Stairs. Four 
Blacks iſſuing, in an Inſtant, out of the Wall; 
came directly to the Entrance of the Cave, 
where I ſtood; and, all of them, with an 
obliging Look, ſtretched out their Hands to 
me, as if to invite me to walk in. 


I ſtood ſtill, in Suſpenſe, uncertain what 
todo; and repented my having engaged my- 
ſelf ſo far; a cold Sweat overſpreading my whole 
Face, On perceiving this, the decrepid old 
Man, who was walking around the Furnace, 
ran up to the Blacks, who ſtretched: out their 
Hands to me; and, ſhewing them the Taliſ- 
man, they all ſeized me at once, and pulPFd 
me into the Cave. At the ſame Time, I felt 
a Stroke upon my Head, and part of my Skull 
appeared at the End of the Wand; when the 
old Man, who was ſtirring about the Liquid, 
came out of the Furnace, with a large Ladle 
in his Hand; and, running it into my Head, 
brought out my Brains therein, which he put 


haſtily into the Crucible; and, the Liquor 


riſing up, in a Moment, in great Bubbles, 
boil'd over into the Flames. I he old Man, then, 
tetch'd a loud Cry; and, the moſt ancient of 
them, had no ſooner put my Skull into the Cru- 
cible, than the Liquid ſuuk down immediately, 
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and all the Company difappeared, but the ye. 
nerable Father with the Wand. 


The Operation, which had juſt been per. 
formed upon me, had, in a Manner, in- 
chanted me ; I was no longer capable of any 
Thought; I beheld every Thing that paſſed, 
without making any Reflections thereon, The 
old Man then approached me, and accoſting 
me in the Chaldean Tongue, with a Voice ſo 
ſonorous, and ſo ſweet, that I never heard any 
Muſick comparable thereto : Happy Mortal, 
ſaid he, how propitious were the Stars which 
reign'd at thy Nativity! Without having de- 
ſerved it; behold, thou art this Day initiated, 
into the ſacred Myſteries of the Cabala; draw 
near, and purify thyſelf once morę. 


Having thus ſpoken, he took me by the 
Hand, and made me go down into the Fur- 
nace. As ſoon as I was therein, I roared out 
terribly ; I felt all the Violence, and Power, 
of the Flames ; my Fleſh was entirely con- 
ſumed, in an Inſtant ; and, I ſaw nothing but 
the Bones of my Legs remaining: The Pain 
then ceaſed ; however, I could not help weep- 
ing bitterly. 


Courage, my Son, then, cry'd the old Sire, 
thou haſt now but one Ceremony more to un- 
dergo. This ſaid, he laid hold on the Ladle, 
wherewith my Brains had been taken out, and 
filling it with the yellowiſh Liquor, that was 
in the Crucible, pour'd it into the hind Part 


of my Head, It made me ſhudder ; the Fir 
| iſſued 


wil 
0 
th 
B. 
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"ſued from my Mouth, and Noſtrils; but, 
O prodigious ! ſcarce kad it got Entrance 
there, when new Fleſh came again, upon the 


Bones of my Legs. 


The venerable Father, then, taking up the 
Bellows, already mentioned, and, blowing 
therein, filled my Head with an agreeable 
Vapour, I no longer felt any Pain, but found 
myſelf a quite different Man: The four old 
+ 4 who had vaniſhed from my Sight, ap- 
peared again before me; and, all of them 
congratulated me, upon my Happineſs, in be- 
ing, as they ſaid, become Incorruptible, 


The venerable old Sire, the Regulator of all 
theſe Ceremonies, took me then by the Hand, 
and, ſtriking one of the Corners of the Cave, 
with his Wand, it opened, and made us an 
eaſy Paſſage, to croſs a Porch, enlightened by 
ſeveral Lamps: This conducted us into an- 
other Cave, in the Midſt of which was a large 
Bed, wherein lay another old Man, reduced 
to the utmoſt Decrepitude. 


He could only juſt be faid to be alive ; for, 
his Body was become motionleſs ; and, even 
his Eyes no longer ſtirred : The prodigious Num- 
der of his Years ; or, rather, of the Ages he 
had lived, having dry'd up all his Muſcles, 
In ſhort, he was a terrible Spectacle to behold. 
Approach this venerable Man, faid my Guide 
to me; he is the firſt of all Mortals, who 
dived into the Secrets of Nature: This is the 

D 5 incom- 


58 De Bus v- Bo b v. 


incomparable Huzail * ; hearken to his Life, 
it is one continual Series of Prodigies +. 


I went away from this Place, full of Aſto. 
niikment, and Joy ; I aſcended the ſame 
Steps I had come down; but found it difficult 
to get again from thence to the firſt Stair, 
from 


% 


nn. 


*Hugail lived in the Time of Semiramis 
Queen of Egypt: He made himſelf known at 
that Court, by the Interpretation of a Dream, 
which had troubled that Princeſs ; and in the Ex 
Planation of which, all the Egyptian Sages had 
miſcarried. That Queen conceived ſuch a great 
Affection for him, that ſhe promoted him to the 
Dignity. of her Firſt Miniſter ; and he took Ad 
vantage of the immenſe Riches, which that Poſt 
procur'd him, to make Experiments, and ſtudy 
all the moit abſtruſe Myſteries. of Nature. He 
found out the Secret of converſing with the Intel. 
ligences ; diſcover'd the Philoſopher's Stone; and 
brought to Light the Secret of living in the 
Flames, without being conſumed : He alſo found 
out the Grand Elixir, and Catbolicon of Immor: 
tality. One Day, he vaniſhed from the Sight of 
Mankind ; and choſe out this Pyramid, which he 
had cauſed to be built, to take his Repoſe therein, 
after all his Labours : All the Sages of the Earth 
70 thither to pay Homage to him, and receive 

om him the Seal of their Perfection. He never 
ſpeaks, but once a Year ; the great Number of 
Ages he has lived, has deprived his Body of all 
Motion ; and it 1s in this Place, the Adepts pre- 
ſerve the ſacred Fire of their Opus Magnum. 

+ The Author has paſs'd over this Story in di. 
tence ; it would have made a compleat Volume by 
itſelf, See the foregoing Note. 
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from whence J had leapt on theſe, It grew Night, 
and I could not forbear being apprehenſive of 
of ſome unfortunate Accident : Judge, then, 
my Surprize, when, being got to the Top of 
the Pyramid, I found it as Light as at Noon- 
Day ; and beheld an infinite Number of 
People ſurrounding it, who gave loud Huzzas, 
as ſoon as they ſaw me appear, and ſeem'd to 
eye me attentively. 


IMs, 

n q I was moved thereat; and would have hid 
eam, myſelf, by entring again into the Pyramid; 
E. but could not find the Opening, at which I 


had had come out: Mean while, the People, per- 
eat ceiving my Deſign, redoubled their Shouts; 
tic BY and haſtening up to me, in great Numbers, 


T : ſeized upon me, and bound me, 

1 A large Pile of Wood was immediately made 
tel. ready, and a Fire kindled under it; I trem- 
and bled, on ſeeing theſe dreadful Preparations, 
the forgetting that I was become Incorruptible ; 
und and, my Blood chilld in my Veins, when. 
nor. they threw me into the Midſt of the Liames. 
t of Scarce was I got there, when the People diſ- 
| he perſed themſelves, and left me all alone; 
1 mean while, the Fire ſeemed to reſpect me, 


2 and burnt only the Cords, wherewith I was 
Ive N 
bound. | 


all The venerable old Father, with the Wand, 
re- then appearing to me, in the Midſt thereof: 

Thou art now ſenſible, ſaid he, of the Effect 
di. of our Myſteries; thou needeſt never fear any 
by Thing, either from this Element, or from 


D 6 the 
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the Attempts of Men. The People threw 
thee into the Flames, becauſe they took thee 
for Huzail, whom they know to be concealed 
in the Pyramid; they have long been in Search 
of him ; being incited thereto by an Oracle, 
which has promifed them perpetual Plenty, in 
Caſe they ſacrifice him to their God; but, 
vain are all their Efforts ; they will never ſuc. 
ceed therein. 


As for thee, thou wilt not entirely be Im- 
mortal, and perfectly inſtructed in the Myſte- 
ries of the Cabala, until thou art purify'd in 
the Foyntain of Chryſeil* ; it is thy Bufineſ 
to find'it out: It is in a temperate Climate; 
in the Midſt of a very large City, ſwarming 
continually, with innumerable Inhabitants, 


Whilſt thou art making this Search, thy 
Patience will be put to the ſevereſt Trials; 
neither canſt thou arrive at the Poſſeſſion, of 
this ineftimable Good, till thou haſt pas d 
through all the Conditions of Life . It is 
in thc laſt State, which thou wilt take upon 
thee, that thou wilt find this falutary Spring, 
Having thus ſaid, he difappear'd, 

| Judge 


® We have omitted the Account, given by the 
old Sire, of this Spring, as not relating to the 
Story of Monſ. Bigand. | 

+ The Original relates all that happened to 
Moſaide, in the different States, through which 
he paſſed : The Tranſlator has omitted it, with 
* to make a Book of it, ſeparately by it 
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Judge now, Bigand, purſued the Spectre, 
going on with his amazing Story; judge my 
Perplexity, at this Diſcourſe. In what Part 
of the World was I to ſeek this miraculous 
Fountain? And, through how many diffe- 
rent States was I to paſs, in order to attain 
thereto? I return'd to Grand Cairo, quite 
abſorbed in theſes Reflections; ſettled all my 
Affairs; and, three Days after, I ſet out from 
thence ——— 


The Loſs of a Perſon ſo dear to me *, went 
to my very Soul; and, I was ſo much af- 
ſected thereat, that I reſolv'd to forſake the 
World, and give over all the fine Projects F 
I had formed. Accordingly, I left 7taly, and 
arriv'd in France, where Paris took my Fancy, 
by Reaſon of its Largeneſs, and the Variety of 
Amuſements wherewith it abounded ; but the 
Idea of my dear Lina $, followed me every 
where, and rendered them all intollerable to 
me, 


At 


3 — EIN 


* It was the Death of a Wife, whom Moſaiai 
tenderly loved; and, who loſt her Life, in de- 
tending- him againſt four Villains, who would 
have aſſaſſinated him. 

+ Mofaide was to have penetrated into the Bowels 
of the Earth ; and, was to have begun his Jour- 
ney, by entering in at the burning Mouth of 
Mount ena. | 

7 This was the Name of his beloved Wife, 


— ——— — K — 
— — . — * 
— — — - — 
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At laſt, being moved with the Piety of the 


- _ Chriſtian Religion; I cauſed myſelf to be in- 


ſtructed therein; abjured my own ; and en- 
tered into this Society of Derviſes *“; made 
over all my Effects, for the Benefit of the 
Poor; became a Monk in this Houſe; and 
lived forty Years retired therein, without having 
my Peace of Mind once diſturbed, 


Unfortunately, one Night, a Fire broke 
out in this Convent ; I was buried in a ſound 
Sleep, from which I was awaked, in a Sur- 

rize, by dreadful Shrieks and Outcries ; the 

lames had entirely ſurrounded my Room, 
and had even conſumed my Bed; ſo that | 
found myſelf, as it were, in the midſt of a 
moſt intenſe burning Furnace, I ſtarted up, 
in the utmoſt Confuſion, having quite forgot, 
my being become proof, 2oainſ the herceſt 
Fire; when, finding myſelf not in the leaſt 
hurt thereby, I bethought me of it again; and, 
my Imagination being heated, by the Ideas, 
which this Accident brought freſh to my 
Remembrance, abſolutely render'd of no 
Benefit all the Fruits of my long Retire- 
ment; and I could not help ardently long: 
ing, for the Advantages, that had been pro- 
miſed me. 


How- 


_— 


1 —— — _— * „ —— 


* The Name given by the Turks, and Aral,, 
to a ſort of Mabometan Monks. 


— 
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However, this did not prevent, my running 
to the Aſſiſtance of thoſe, who were encom- 
paſſed by the Flames, and on the Point of be- 
ing deſtroyed by them. I went through the 
Fire to their Reſcue ; and faved them, as well 
as divers Things of Value, which were ready 
to be burnt. This Action ſeem'd a kind of 
Prodigy; particular Notice was taken of it; 
all the Monks look'd upon me with Reſpect, 
as ſomething more than human; and my Me- 
mory is ſtill held in great Veneration, in this 


Monaſtery, 


The good Fathers, who were liſtening to 
this Story, began then to ſtare at each other; 
the youngeſt of them asking the moſt ancient, 
whether they had ever known any Thing, of 
this remarkable and aſtoniſhing Adventure ; 
whilſt the latter ſhook their Heads, and anſwer- 
ed, they had never heard one Word of it. 
Very good! faid one of theſe, don't you fee, 
that this is all the Devils doings! There 
is not one Word of Truth in all this Lad 
has utter'd ; his reverence, our Father Prior, 
muſt certainly have abundance of Patience, 


and Condeſcenſion, to liſten to ſuch a parcel 
of idle Tales. 


Pardon me, I am not of your Opinion, 
cry'd the good credulous Prior; theſe Things 
deſerve our utmoſt Attention ; this Boy could 
never have been able to invent them ; per- 
' haps we may derive ſome Advantage from 
thence ; the End of the Story muſt decide 5 a 

© 


... aſſure you, this 
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Go on, purſued te, addreſſing himſelf to me, Ml cb! 
and don't omit any one Circumſtance; || WM vt 

*. a ſingular Re. 2. 
gard. 


In the mean while, I could not help laugh 


ing in my Sleeve, at the ſerious Air, with WW up 
which he ſwallowed, the Romance I had th 
"forged : I had ſuch a lively Imagination, that 
I never was at a Loſs for ſuch Stories; I re- 
fumed, therefore, the Thread of my Narra- g 
tion, in the Manner following, without any Ml il 
Heſitation. bl 
te! 
As ſoon as what had paſſed in our Convent, ¶ be 
was known in the City, continued the Appa- ti 
rition, all the World flock'd thither to ſee me; Ml V 
I was obliged to ſhew myſelf, and the more ¶ ju 
Difficulty I made thereof, the more my Repu- MW tt 
tation increaſed. Numbers came from the Ml t! 
moſt remote Provinces; this began to grow Ml (« 
troubleſome to me; and I reſolved to with- tt 
draw myſelf from the Eyes of all Mankind: t 
Wherefore, as the Authority, I had acquired WW 2 
in the Monaſtery, left me abſolute Maſter, o b 
diſpoſe, as I pleas'd, of myſelf; I cauſed a 
Vault, that was under the Charnel-Houſe, in 
the Church-Yard, to be wall'd up, and in- {MW 
mured myſelf therein; having all my Vial; p 
brought, and let down to me, by an Air-hole: {MW I 
In this manner I lived ten Years, | 
One Day, when I had given way to Sleep, Ml © 
I was awaken'd from thence, by feeling the : 


Ground tremble under me, On riſing up, 1 
obſer ved, 


The Bus v-Bory. 65 


obſerved, that one of the Stones, of the Vault, 
whereon I ſtood, ſunk down, and role up 
again, with an eaſy and gentle Motion. [ 
removed therefore, from thence; but had 
hardly done fo, before an impetuous Torrent 
drove the Stone, from its Place ; and burſt in 
upon me, with ſuch Violence, and Rapidity, 
that it ſoon filled my Cave. 


Surprized, and terrified, at this Accident, I 
gave a loud Cry; I could not preſerve my- 
ſelf from this Element; and, it was impoſſi- 
ble to eſcape it: In the mean while, the Wa- 
ter ſtill roſe higher and higher ; and Nature, 
being ever averſe to ſuffering its own Deſtrue- 
tion, I ſtruggled, to avoid it. However, the 
Water got Entrance at my Mouth, and I was 
juſt upon the Point of being drowned ; when, 
the ſaid Element ruſhing in, impetuouſly, at 
the Hole, which had been left in my Skull, 
(ever ſince my undergoing the Operation in 
the Pyramid) no ſooner found Admiſſion 
there, than it began to boil up, and to abate, 
as falt as it had aſcended ; and was changed as 
black as Ink. | 


When it had all returned back, the ſame 
way it came, I ſaw, with the utmoſt Sur- 
prize, that my whole Body was become black ; 
I thought, however, at firſt, this Change, in the 
Colour of my Skin, had been owing to the 
Mud, the Water had brought along with it; 
but I was greatly miſtaken ; this Miracle was 
wrought, entirely by the Power of the Inun- 


dation, 


Here- 
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Hereupon, I grew curious, to take a Sur. 
vey of the Hole, from whence this Deluge had 
iſſued ; but, on ſtooping down, with that In. 
tent, good Heavens! what did I behold? A 
dreadful Baſilisk look'd me full in the Face, 
with its murdering Eyes: Immediately I ſtag- 
ger, and fall to the Ground, where as I lay 
expiring, it thus accoſted me. 


Thou digſt, in order to enjoy Immortality: 
Here is the ine/timable Fountain of Chryſeil; 
thou wilt ſoon be cover d therewith ; and wilt 
never get out of this Tomb, till Mankind will give 
Credit, to the Story of thy Life and Adventure, 
Thou wilt be allowed to appear three Nights, t1 
whoever thou thinkeſt proper; but, after that, 
thou haſt nothing farther to hope: If thou can .f 
not obtain Credit, and prevail ſo far, as to haue 
a Watch ſet, for three Nights together, at this 
Tomb, thou wilt never get away from thence, 


till the whole Earth is reduced to nothing, by the 
laſt Conflagration, 


This is the laſt of the three Times, that J 
have been ſuffer'd to appear, for theſe fifty 
Years; firſt, I ſhew'd myſelf, to the Maſter 
of the Novices; ſecondly, to Fryar Angel; 
and thirdly, to thyſelf: I have taken a ſe- 
vere Revenge, to-night, upon the Maſter, 
for not having revealed, what I have juſt im- 
parted to thee ; I have alſo done the ſame by 

ryar Angel; and, as for thyſelf, thou ſhalt 
be deſtroy'd, together with this whole $So- 


ciety, 


ciety 
amp 
Ghe 


Cry 
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cety, unleſs thou takeſt Warning, by the Ex- 
ample of others: Having thus faid, the 
Guoſt diſappeared, with a loud, and terrible 


Cry. 
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. V. 


Bigand takes Advantage of the Terror, 
cauſed in the Monaſtery, by his Story, 
to make bis Eſcape, with Fryar 
Angel. 


HE Concluſion of my Story, cauſed a 

terrible Emotion, in my Hearers; 
many of them turning pale, and ſhuddering, 
at the Apprehenſion of the Danger, with 
which they were threatened. A murmuring 
Noiſe aroſe amongſt them, occaſioned by the 
Diverſity of their Opinions; and they began 
all to talk at a Time; till the Prior impoſed 
Silence on them, and made them diſcuſs, and 
debate the Queſtion, with more Order. Some 
of them treated the Whole as an idle Tale; 
whilſt others were of a different Sentiment ; 
and the moſt Learned, who arealinoſt continu- 
ally on the wrong Side, proved, by a great 
Number of Quotations, no ways relating to 
the Matter in Hand, that ſuch Warnings ought 
never to be neglected. 


At laſt, a third Party, of whom I approved, 
becauſe they were thereby aiding to my 
Deſign, alledged, that they ſhould run no 

Hazard, 
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Hazard, in ſending me, three Nights toge- 
ther, to watch, at the Tomb of the Appari- 
tion; ſince no ill Conſequence could reſult from 


thence. - 


Mean while, notwithſtanding all their Ar- 
guments, Pro and Con, they had not as yet 


who had very rightly judged, that this Story 
ry, bad only been invented, in order to get the 
Key of the Church-Yard, (the fole Way, 


as by which we could pofhibly make our Eſcape,) 
reſolved to ſecond it; that it might thereby 
** gain Belief from them the more eaſily. 


& Falling down, therefore, upon his Knees, 
„ Wl before them; I ask your Pardon, my Reve- 
ith rend Fathers, cry'd he; and repent my having 
"2? i fo long concealed it from you, that this Spirit 
he appeared to me ſome Time ago; and gave me 
dhe very ſame Account, you havejuſt heard from 
ed this Lad; but I never durſt reveal it, leſt it ſhould 
nd have been thought an Artifice, to which I had 


ne Kecourſe, with Intent to gain your good Opi- 
5 nion, and curry Favour with you. Never- 
3 theleſs, had I foreſeen, how dangerous my 
x Silence would prove, I ſhould have been very 
4 far from venturing, to conceal this from you 
90 ſo long: I own my Fault, therefore, and 
* conſeſs myſelf worthy of Puniſhment; be- 


hold me, then, ready, to undergo whatever 
| Penance, your Reverences ſhall be pleaſed to 
think fit, 


ww = 


This 


ww 


come to any Concluſion, when Fryar Angel, 


70 The Busy-Bopy. 


This well-timed Speech, coloured over with a 
[ diſſembled Contrition, made a very great Im. 
. preſſion upon them; they returned, thereſore, 


to Conſultation, and the laſt Advice carried 

it; which was, that the Gate of the Church- 

Yard ſhould be opened for me, the Night 

| following, in order to my watching therein, 

| This being concluded on, every one retired; 

and the good Prior went directly to the Ma. 

| ſter of the Novices; whom he reprimanded 

ſeverely, for having concealed a Matter, of 

I ſuch Importance, as that whereof he had juſt 

been informed; and which had been corro- 

| borated, by the Evidence of Fryar Angel, who 

| was ready to repeat it again, in the very 
Terms, wherein J had related it. 


Aſtoniſh'd at this Charge, the poor Monk 
proteſted, (as well he might,) that he knew 
not what the Prior meant; whereupon, the 
latter recounted, to him, the whole Story: At 
the Rehearſal of which, the Maſter of the 
Novices was ſo much amazed, that he could 
not help thinking, his Superior had loſt his 
Senſes ; and, accordingly, intimated ſo much 
to him, The Prior, greatly offended there- 
at, returned to the Society ; and told them, 
that the Obſtinacy, and Diſreſpect, of the 
Maſter of the Novices, deſerved a ſevere Pu- 
niſhment, as ſoon as he ſhould be in a Condi- 
tion to undergo it, 


I had overheard all this, becauſe, accordieg 
1 to my laudable Cyſtom, I had been liſtening 
at 


with a 
t Im- 
eſore, 
arried 
urch- 
Night 
erein, 
1 red : 
Ma- 
inded 
r, of 
l juſt 
Oorro- 
who 
very 


lonk 
new 

the 
: At 
the 
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at the Doors: I have always been a great 
Lover of Secrets; and never had the leaſt 
Suſpicion of any, without taking all poſſible 
Meaſures, to get at the Knowledge of them, 


Night being come, my Supper was given 
me, and the Gate of the Church-Yard open- 
ed for me ; at the firſt Glance, I took notice 
of the Place, by which it would be eaſieſt for 
us to make our Eſcape; I waited, then, only 
for Fryar Angel, whom I had ordered to come 
thither to me, as ſoon as every one was re- 
tired to his Chamber : Mean while, it was 
almoſt Midnight, and no Fryar Angel appear- 
ed, Growing out of all Patience, therefore, 
at his Delay, I haſtened to his Cell, to know the 
Reaſon thereof ; and ars to have opened 
it, as uſual ; when he 
through the Key-hole, and told me, it was 
impoſtible. 


What is the Matter, cried 1? They have 
lock'd me in to Night, ſaid he; the Fathers 
are miſtruſtful; and ſuch a ſtrict Charge has 
been given with me, that they thought pro- 
per to take this Precaution. We are finely 
off, then anſwered I, what ſhall we do now? 
There is no ſuch Thing as breaking open the 
Door, for that would make too much Noiſe. 
And the Windows are ſo ſtrongly grated, re- 
ply'd he, there is no thinking of getting out 
that Way. | 


Try whether you can't raiſe up the Door, 
rejoined I; beſides it's being very heavy, the 
Hinges 


whiſper'd to me, 


| 
| 


| 
1 
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Hinges are riveted, reſumed Fryar Angel; | 
am ſtark mad, continued he, and if you can't 
find out ſome Expedient to releaſe me, I ſhal 
die with Vexation. Piſh, piſh, ſaid I, we 
have ſtill two Days to think on it, 


I won't depend upon that, anſwered he, 
freſh Orders may be given to-morrow ; I am 
even ſurprized to the laſt Degree, that they 
could be fo far deluded, to repoſe ſo great a Con- 
fidence in you, for ſuch a Story of a Cock 
and a Bull, as you invented, Your Compli- 
ment is very incouraging, reply'd J; however, 
for once, as I have ſome Value for you, [ 
will return Good for Evil. Hark you, | 
have found out an infallible Expedient. 


What is it, cry'd he, interrupting me haſti- 
ly ? Get up the Chimney, ſaid I, and then— 
The Devil take your Expedient, cry'd he, 
again interrupting me, in a Paſſion, there is 
never a Fire-Place. That is no Fault of mine, 
ded I; we muſt ſtudy ſome other Way; com- 


poſe yourſelf, it requires ſome Time to con- 
ſider about it. 


I puzzled my Brains, then about it, above 
half an Hour, and could not think on any 
Thing that I lik'd; Fryar Auges Cell was 
ſurrounded by thoſe of the other Novices: I 
knew, indeed, we might force open the Door, 


and might not, perhaps, have any Thing to 
fear from the Monks ; becauſe the Adventure 
of the Night before might keep them in ſome 
Awe ; but, this would have been a great "_ 
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of Preſumption, to have run the Venture, and 
the contrary might have happen'd, 


1 bethought me, then, of making Fryar 
Angel counterfeit Sickneſs next Day; in that 
Caſe, we might have placed a Sort of Head, 
covered with his Night-Cap, in his Bed ; by 
which Means, he might have hid himſelf, in 
the Day-time, in my Garret, where he might 
have waited till Night ; but this Scheme might 
have failed likewiſe, and Delays were dan- 
gerous, 


After long ruminating, to no Purpoſe, I 
came to a Reſolution, on a ſudden ; by caſt- 
ing my Eyes upon a Dial, that faced the Dor- 
mitory, and had an Alarm belonging to it, to 
call up the Fathers at Four in the Morning, 
to Matfins. My Defign pleaſed me highly; 
I thought it could not fail of Succeſs ; where- 
fore, addreſſing myſelf to Fryar Angel, are you 


ready to come out, ſaid I ? What lignifies that 


Queſtion, anſwered he; is my Door open? 
No, reply'd I, but it ſhall be, preſently. 


Which way will you bring that to paſs, pur- 


ſued he? I'll tell, you, reſumed I, to him; 
Iam going to awaken all the Fathers, You 
are mad, then, cry'd he, interrupting me, in 
a Paſſion. 


Have a little Patience, faid I, my good 
angry Brother; don't you riſe, every Morn- 
ing to Mattins? Yes, undoubtedly, anſwered he, 
and what then? Well, well, compoſe: your- 
ſelf then, reply'd I; _ of going to them 

as 
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as uſual, at Four, you ſhall be called now at 
Midnight: As ſoon as your Door is open, lay 
hold on that Opportunity, and make haſte to 
me, in the Church-Vard. Upon my Word, 
cry'd he, out of all Patience, I can't compre. 
hend, how you mean to accompliſh your De- 
fign: Rely upon me, ſaid I, leaving him; 
and you will foon ſee Bigand is no F wa 


Having thus ſpoken, I went up to the Dial, l 
J moved the Hand forward, and, put- 
ting it almoſt at the Hour, at which the Alarm 
was to ſtrike, I had ſcarce got to the Bottom 
of the Stairs, when it went off; and, on en- 
tring the Church-Yard, I heard the firſt Ring- 
ing of the Bell to Mattins. I begun then, to 
have a good Opinion of my Stratagem ; and, 
accordingly, it had all the Succeſs that I could 
have deſired, 


The good Monks went devoutly to Church; | 
and Fryar Arnges Door was ſet open; for | 
great Care was always taken, to make him 
go thither: He followed my Advice, and, 
haſtening to me quickly; Thou art a brave 
Fellow, ſaid he, embracing me; prithee let 
us have no Compliments, cry'd I ; but take 
me on yourShoulders, otherwiſe I am too ſhort, 
to get over the Wall ; he did fo, and by that 
Means I moffnted thereon ; he did the ſame; 
and we were both ſoon in the Street, 


a ces ©” #/ & a 


CHAP. 


Fryar Angel meets Bericard, his Favou- 


The Bus y-BoDpyr, 


rite Footman, and Conſidant; who pro- 

cures him an Interview with Madam 

de B—. Bigand very much diſſatisfy'd 
with Fryar Angel; and why, 


O far all is very well, ſaid I, to Fryar 

Angel, as ſoon as we had leapt into the 
Street ; but what will become of us now? I 
have not a Farthing ; and I don't believe you 
are much better ſtock'd; you are in a 
Fryar's Habit, and I am dreſs'd like a Scullion : 
Should the Watch but happen to come this 
Way, and lay their unſanctify'd Paws 
upon us, we ſhould be a Couple of pret- 
ty Sparks, and in a very fine Pickle: But, 
ſuppoſing that Misfortune ſhould not light up- 
on us, whither ſhall we now fly for Refuge ? 


You ſhould have made all theſe wiſe Re- 
flections, before you left the Monaſtery, cry'd 
Fryar Angel, interrupting me impatiently 
but, is it poſſible, that, with all the Wit you 
have ſhown, in inventing fuch an extr26*- 


dinary Story 2 to impoſe upon, and 


2 terrify, 


76 The Bus y-Bobpy. 


terrify, the poor credulous Monks, you ſhould 
now be uncaly about ſuch a I ritle, 


What! faid I, do you call it a Trifle, to 
be turned looſe into the Streets of Paris, in 
the tickliſh Circumſlances, wherein v/c are at 
preſent? Yes, my Lad, continued Frvar An— 
gel, whom, for the future, we ſhall ſtyle 
D'Ojilly, (that being the Name of his Fami- 
ly) nothing now gives me any Pain, Part, is 
my neve1-tailing Spring; I know every Inch of 
it; fear not, we will not want for any Thing. 


I have a Thought, even now come into my 
Head, which I believe would do our Buſinchb; 
were it not, that I am reſtrained from putting 
it in Execution, by the Apprehenſion, of fall- 
ing again, into the Hands of Monſ. de T- i 
The Dread of that is the only Thing, which caſts 
a Damp upon my Spirits; and allays the Joy I 
ſhould otherwiſe feel, at having at laſt reco- 


vered my dear Liberty. 


You ought to make yourſelf eaſy upon that 
Head, rejoin'd I; how do you know, whe- 
ther that Miniſter is ſtill in Favour ; or whe- 
ther he is now an Admirer of the Lady, of 
whom you told me ? If either of theſe ſhould 
happen, you would no longer have any Thing 
to fear from him: It is very eaſy to ſee, that 
the Puniſhment inflicted on you, by Mon, 
de T——, was more owing to his being jealous, 
of your rivaling him in his Miſtreſs, than to 
hi. Veſire of chaſtiſing you for the Crimes, 
whereof you have been guilty. I begin to be 
of the ſame Opinion, returned D'O/ily ; how- 

ever, 
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ever, that be, let us run the Hazard of putting 
it to the Tryal. 


I have a Mind, purſued he, to go to Ma- 
dam de B — ; it is no unſeaſonable Hour 
for her; it is a good Way thither, however, 
and I am alittle afraid of ſome croſs Accident, 
If we can get ſafely thither, how do I know, 
(though ſhe ſhould not be moved, with what 
has befallen me, on her Account) but ſhe 
may put me in a Way, to recover my Loſſes. 


Upon mature Conſideration, I judged this, to 
be none of the worſt of Thoughts; for, had 
Monſ. de T. happened to be there, the 
Fryar's Habit, which D'Ofilly had on, would, 
in all Probability, have diſguiſed him ſo much, 
that he would not have been known by him: 
I encouraged him, therefore, to perſevere in 
his Deſign, and we went forward, on our 
Way thither ; flattering ourſelves, as we were 
going along, with the fineſt Chimeras imagi- 
nable ; and D'Ofly making me a hundred 
fair Promiſes, of which he never kept one. 


I was greatly overjoy'd, at having ſo good 
a Director at my ſetting out; and was in great 
Hopes, of improving finely, under him, thoſe 
little Talents, of which I was Maſter. We 
jgg'd along then, together, diſcourſing thus 
about various things, when, as we were 
paſſing by the Street Froment we heard 
a Noiſe, which made us apprehenſive of ſome 
Danger; and ſtood up againſt the Wall, for 
tear of being diſcovered. | 
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For what Reaſon, cry'd a Man, who ſpoke 
very loud, wou'd you have me marry a Wo- 
man, who is an utter Stranger to me? For 
what Reaſon, anſwers another! Have not 1 
found you both lock'd in together, at an un- 
ſeaſonable Hour? A very pretty Reaſon in- 
deed, reply'd the firſt! I met the young Wo- 
man, who, it ſeems, is your Siſter, at Ten 
o Clock; ſhe ſtops me, and tells me, ſhe 
wants to ſpeak a Word with me; I go up 
Stairs with her ; ſhe complains ſhe has had 
no Supper; I ſend for a fine Pullet; you 
catch us together at Table; we drink to- 
gether ; you ſay you like me very well; [ 
thank you for your Compliment, and am 
your very humble Servant; ſo far all is as it 
ſhould be ; But, to proceed afterwards to Vio- 
Jence, in order to compel me, to fign a 
—_— of Marriage, that is a little too 
much. 


Beſides, continued he, what Advantage 
would you reap thereby? I am Valet de 
Chambre to a Maſter, who does not pay 
me my Wages; your Siſter and I ſhould 
ſoon be ſtarved to Death, Oh! you tell me 
now a Circumſtance, that alters the Caſe, an- 
Twered the other ; and, fince you are but a 
Servant, a Journey to you ; you are not 
the RT * thus ſaid, they 
parted from each other. 


Do you know, Bigand, cry'd D'O/illy then to 
me, who the Man was, whom they would have 
obliged to marry, whether he would or not? 
Why, tis Bericard himſelf; the very Foot- 
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man, of whom you have heard me ſpeak : I 
knew him again by the Sound of his Voice; it 
was lucky to meet with him thus; call him hi- 
ther. But hold! what if he ſhould betray me! 
There is no Fear of that, ſaid I, unleſs you 
have given him Cauſe ſo to do, by ſ-me ill Uſage. 


If that is all, reſumed D'O/illy, call him; 
he will be overjoy'd to ſee me: However, 
upon ſecond Thoughts, continued he, let us 
run no Hazard; but, go you after him, and 
overtake him; when you have ſo done, enter 
into ſome Diſcourſe with him about me; and, 
according as you find him diſpoſed, take you 
your Reſolution, 


I judged his Advice good, wherefore, 1 
followed Bericard; and becauſe he walked 
very faſt, called after him, by his Name. Tt 
is to no Purpoſe, cry'd he, (imagining it wasthe 
Woman's Brother who purſued him, and had 
changed his Mind,) I have forſworn Matrimo- 
ny. That is not what I want with you, 
Monſ. Bericard, ſaid I, pray ftay a little: 
Upon hearing himſelf named, he turned 
about, thinking it was ſome of his Acquain- 
tance, and advanced to meet me. 


Though I am an abſolute Stranger to you, 
Sir, ſaid I, when I came up with him, I am 
at your Service, if you ſtand in need of any 
Aſſiſtance, in the Affair, that has juſt hap- 
pened to you. I am very much obliged to 
you, anſwered he; the Fellow took me for 
a Bubble, but he was miſtaken ; and, I be- 
lieve, has given over all Thoughts of his 
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ridiculous Deſign : But, may I ask, Sir, con- 
tinued he, how you came to be fo well in- 
formed of my Name? That is eaſy to tel] 
you, reply'd I; you lived with a Maſter, 
who lodged in the ſame Houſe with me; 
and, though I was but young at that time, 
{ knew you again readily, by your Voice. 


Ay! pray who was that Maſter, rejoin'd 
Bericard? Monſ. D'Oſilly, anſwer'd J. Oh! 
Heavens! cry'd he, interrupting me, poor 
Gentleman ! How much was I concerned at 
his Misfortune? He was ſo good a Maſter! 
nor was I the only one, who was greatly 
grieved thereat. A certain Lady, of his Ac- 
quaintance, did all that was in her Power to 
ſerve him; but he had too potent an Adver- 

ſary to deal with. 


I have try'd all manner of Ways, to find 
him out, by her Order, but could never ſuc- 
ceed therein ; you, that are acquainted with 
him, have you heard any * f0c him? 
I would give all I have in the World, to get 
ſome News of him. It would be a very caſy 
Matter, faid I, fpeaking lower, to ſatisfy 
your Curioſity; but I have no Good to tell 
you ; he is at Liberty, at preſent, but has not 
got a Doit. Ah! what ſignifies that, con- 
tinued he, let me but know where he is; 1 
have no great Matter, but it is all at his Service; 
and I will ſoon leave the Maſter I now live 
with, to return to him. 


Since you are thus diſpoſed, reſumed T, 
you ſhall fee him immediately; he is not 1 
oft : 
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off, Bericard ſeemed greatly overjoyed at 
this News; whereupon D'O/illy, who was be- 
hind vs liſtening, ſhew'd himfelf; and his old 
Servant embracing him eagerly, expreſſed his 
Satisfaction, in the moſt lively Terms, 


How infinitely am I rejoiced, ſaid the young 
Fellow, that I have met you fo fortunate- 
ly ; and, that it is in my Power to ſerve you, 
atthis Juncture] You would have been puzzled, 
to have found a Place of Shelter, at this Time 
of Night ; this Habit would have created ſome 
diſagreeable Suſpicions of you; but, now, I 
will carry you to my Lodging, where no 
body will ſet Eyes on you. My Maſter is 
gone to Verſailles, and is not to return this 
Week ; during that Interval, we ſhall have 
time to take other Meaſures, and to provide 
ou a convenient Lodging; I hope all things 
will go the beſt in the World, 


How glad will Madam de B be, to ſee 
you ! When we get home, I have Abundance 
of things to tell you, with which, I am well 
aſſured, you will be highly delighted. As we 
were thus talking, we arrived at the Street de 
R . Ahalcry'd D'O/th, I ſhould know this 
Neighbourhood ; the Door you are opening 
feems to me to be that where Madam de B 
lives. You are not much miſtaken, anſwered 
Bericard, her Houſe joins to this; and her 
Brother, upon whom I wait, lodges here. 
But, notwithſtanding they are two different 
Houſes, there is a Hear. that maintains a 
Communication between the one and' the 
other; and, if Madam de B is not gone 
E 5 to 
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to Bed, I am mightily miſtaken, if ſhe will 
not be glad to fee you, as ſoon as ſhe knows 
that you are at Liberty, 


I ſhall take great Care, faid D'O/illy, how 
I appear before her, in the Garb wherein 
I am at preſent. Why fo, cry'd ,Bericard? 
On the contrary, I think it is the moſt likely 
Way in the World to move her. What one ſees, 
always makes more Impreſfion upon one, than 
what one only hears, Well, well, rejoin'd 


D'Ojilly, I will do juſt as you would have me. 


Scarce had we enter'd the Lodging, when 
we heard ſomebody rap at the Door before- 
mentioned, that opened into the other Houſe ; 
and a Woman's Voice, asking who was there. 
Bericard having anſwered it was he; my 
Miſtreſs, ſaid the Voice, deſires to know, 
whether your, Maſter is returned. No, re- 
ply'd he, but inform your Lady, if ſhe is not 

ne to Bed, I ſhould be glad to ſpeak with 
= and have ſomething to tell her, which 
will pleaſe her very much: The Maid ran 
accordingly, to deliver this Meſſage to her 
Miſtreſs, and the Door opened ſoon after. 


Can any. Thing be more curious than a 
Woman! Eſpecially, when one gives her 
Hopes of ſomewhat that is new, and will de- 
light her? But, not to make any farther Re- 
ReQions, the Door, as has been obſerv'd be- 
ſore, opened; and, who ſhould come in, but 
Madam de B herſelf! Who, ſeeing 
D'Ofilly, and me, in a pretty extraordinary 
Drels, ask d Bericard, what was the Mean- 
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inz, of her finding Strangers, at that Hour, 
in her Brother's Apartment ? 


I am very unfortunate, Madam, cry'd 
D'Oſilly, throwing himſelf at her Feet, in 
being taken for ſuch by you ; and in not hav- 
ing the Honour to be known to you, Hea- 
vens! Is it you, Sir, ſaid ſhe, after having 
view'd him attentively for ſome Moments? 
My good Stars! what a Transformation is 
here! Who the Deuce could have known you 
again in that Habit ? On my Word, you are 
not a little obliged to me, for having recol- 
lected your Features, under ſuch a Bie uiſe. 
Get up, that Robe was not made to be ſo 
debaſed. Whence come you then? where 
have you been? and why did you never 
let me hear from you? 


Theſe Queſtions gave D'O/illy an Oppor - 
tunity, of relating to her all that had befallen 
him, ſince his having leſt her, in the Hire- 
Saint-Germain. Don't you remember, faid 
ſhe, as ſoon as he had done, that I had but 
too well foreſcen the Misfortune, with which 
you was threaten'd ; the Face of Affairs, how- 
ever, is greatly changed ſince that time: Ob- 
ſerve you, in your Turn, what has happen'd 
during your Abſence, | 


I ſtaid at O s till Midnight, and trem- 
bled, when 1 ſaw you did not return; ſuſ- 
pecting but too truly, that ſome Diſaſter had 
befallen you: Accordingly, I ſent a truſty 


Servant to your Lodging, in order to be in- 
E 6 ſormed 
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formed how Matters ſtood ; and he brought 
me Word, of your having been taken into 
Cuſtody, I reproach'd myſelf with having 
been the Occalion of it, and was quite incon- 
folable ; wherefore, I went directly to Monſ, 
de T- s; I did not reflect at all, upon the 
Step I was going to take; your Misfortune 
had touch'd me, and you was become dear to 
me. 


He was juſt gone to Bed ; and, I know not, 
whether it was owing to his Anger, at what 
Had paſſed, or whether he ſuſpected the Occa- 
fon of my Viſit, but, in vain did I uſe all 
ner of Intreaties to ſee him ; he conti- 
nued inexorable, and abſolutely refuſed to ad- 
mit me. I returned home, exceſſively nettled, 
and fully reſolved to be revenged of him: A 
Woman can always find the Means, when 
ſhe is aſſured her Power is not upon the De- 
celine. 


Mor. de 7. loved me too well, to be 
Two Days without coming to viſit me: He 
would have begun by reprimanding me, but 
I would not ſo much as vouchſafe, to offer at 
excuſing myſelf; we came to an Explanation, 
and he was forced to own himſelf in the 
wrong. In vain did he beg to be reconciled 
to my Favour; I would not conſent thereto, 
but on Condition, of his reſtoring you to your 
Liberty; he promiſed he would, and made 
bis Peace with me, on that Conſideration. 


How- 
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However, I muſt own to you ingenuouſly, 
that, on propoſing it to him ſeveral times af- 
terwards, I found him ſo much averſe thereto, 
that I would not urge him about it any more: 
did not know you well enough, to take Things 
ſo much to Heart; it would have been mak- 
ing myſelf appear criminal in his Eyes; and 
endeavouring to embroil myſelf, with a Man, 
to whom I was indebted for all I had ; he took 
my Complaiſance to him, in this ReſpeR, very 
kindly. 


In the mean while, his Intereſt began to 
decline; he was not inſenſible of it, and ask'd 
leave to retire; upon which all his Creatures 
turned their Backs upon him. I lamented 
his Misfortune ; and gave him fincere Proofs 
of my Concern thereat ; but, as he was more 
wedded to Ambition than Love, his Affection 
for me abated. 


He left no Stone unturned, ia order to pet 
himſelf recalled, but in vain; his pretended 
Friends, who, whilſt he was in Favour, . had 
aſſured him, that nothing ſhould be capable 
of producing any Change in them, were the 
very firſt, to oppoſe his being reinſtated in his 
Employments. Their Ingratitude touch'd him 
to the quick; upon which, he reſolved, ne- 
ver more either to ſee them, or ſet his Foot 


in a Place, ſo deſtitute of all Sentiments of 


Honour and Gratitude ; and has rstired to one 
of his Eſtates in. 


| We 
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We parted with each other the beſt 
Friends in the World: I os the only Per: 
ſon who did not forſake him, -all the while he 
1emained at Paris; from the Moment his For- 
tune changed, to the Time of his ſetting out 
| for his Country Seat, I was never abſent from 

him one Minute; and I did that for him, in 
his Adverſity, which the could never prevail 
on me to conſent to, in the Height of his Pro- 
ſperity ; I ſacrificed to him all thoſe Agquaint- 
ance, of whom he had till then been ſo 


10 
This Behaviour touch'd him in the moſt 
ſenſible Part; he is immenſely rich; and to 
ſhew me how great a Value, he ſet upon my 
Way of thinking, he has put me in a Condi- 
5e no longer to ſtand in need of any one; 
by ſettling upon me an Eſtate of twelve 
thouſand Livres per annum. My Brother alſo 
has felt. the good Effects of his Favour, by be- 
ing enabled to purchaſe a Company. In ſhort, 
Monſ. de T— took his Leave of me, and ſet 
out for hisRetirement ; being determined there 
to ſpend the Reſt of his Days. Ever ſince that 
Time, we write regularly to each other: and, 
accordingly, I intend to ſend him Word, how 
Matters are with you; and to engage him, if 
poſſible, to repair the Miſchief he bas done 
you, 


In the mean while, till we ſee what Effet 
my Letter will produce, I deſire. you to ſtay 
with me; and accept wherewithal to appear 
again 
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again in the World: It is impoſſible, that your 
Affairs ſnould not have ſuffered greatly, by 
your Impriſonment; it is but Juſtice, there- 
fore, (as I have been the Occaſion thereof) 
that I ſhould uſe my utmoſt Endeavours, to 
reſtore you to the ſame Condition, wherein 1 
firſt knew you, 


Charm'd with the agreeable Hopes, with 
which this Account had flatter'd his Imagina- 
tion, D'O/illy had Recourſe to the moſt lively 
Terms, to expreſs how much affected he was 
with her obliging Offers. He did not want 
Wit; and he ſtrained it to the higheſt Pitch, 
in order to perſuade the Lady, the Love he 
had always retained for her, together with his 
being baniſh'd her Sight, had been the moſt ſen- 
ſible Aggravation of his Torments; and adding 
that, notwithſtanding his Confinement had 
been the entire Ruin of his Fortune, his Loſs 
was more than made up to him, by the infi- 
nite Pleaſure he then enjoy'd, in beholding her 


again, 


Madam de B——, was agreeably flatter'd 
likewiſe, by this well-turned Compli- 
ment ; and it was viſible in her Eyes ; ſhe 
lower'd her Voice afterwards, and ask'd him, 
who I was : He anſwer'd her, in the ſame Man- 
ner, that I had done him ſomeService; and that, 
to requite me for it, he was willing to accept 
me for, his Footman. 


I was not a little nettled at this Diſcourſe ; 


we were fo near upon a Level, that I could 
not 
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not have imagined, he would have underyz 
lued me ſo much; but, the Hopes, he had 
conceived, of re-eſtabliſhing his Fortune, ever 
fince what Madam de B had told him, 
had made him both forget his own Meannef, 
and how much he was obliged to me. Nodoubt, 
my Aſpect, being none of the moſt fightly, 
it would have put him to the Bluſh, ſhould he 
have owned eme for one of his Friends, 


However that be, the Ingratitude of his Pro. 
cedure, on that Occaſion, cured me of the 
advantagious Opinion, I had entertained of 
him; and Reſentment ſucceeded in its Stead; 
I reſolved, therefore, to diflemble, till a fa- 
vourable Opportunity ſhould offer, to make 
an Advantage of him, and then to give him 
the Drop. | 


After a Converfation of two Hours, be- 
tween D'O/illy, and the Lady, they took Leave 
of each other; but not till ſhe had ordered 
Bericard, to lay him in her Brother's Apart 
ment: Accordingly, the young Fellow, who 
had been very much devoted to him, and who 
knew him only ſuperficially, executed this In- 
junction, with great Zeal and Diligence; 
bringing him a magnificent Night-Gown, 
with Linnen ſuitable thereto, and every Thing 


neceſſary, towards furniſhing him with a gentcel 
Undreſs. 


D'O/ilh, made not the leaſt Offer, to de- 
eline accepting of ſo much Deference; but 
ſuffered himſelf to be thus waited on, without 

an) 
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any Reluctance; nay, fo much was he puff d 
up, by the Regard paid him; and fo much 
State did he take upon him, that one ſhould 
not have known him to have been the ſame 
Perſon ; his very Looks, and Manner of Speech 
were alter'd: If J ſaid any thing, his Anſwers 
were ſhort, and dry; reſembling more thoſe 
of an imperious Matter, than of a Friend, 
or Acquaintance; and, to crown all, the only 
Favour he did me, was, to order Bericard, 
to ſhew me ſome Garret, where J might lie 
till Morning; when he would ſce what could 
be done for me. 


This Injunction was punctually comply'd 
with; for, I was conducted to a ſorry Dog- 
hole, where I found a moſt miſerable Flock- 
Bed; which muſt certainly have ſerved the 
worſt of Scullions, it was ſo exceſſive dirty. 
I reſolved however, to have Patience for the 
preſent ; and, as ſoon as I was left alone, crept 
drown Stairs again bare-foot, and liſtened 
at every Door, to which I came, At laſt, 
I got to that of D'Ofillys Bed-Chamber,; 
and clapping my Ear thereto, over-heard 
a Diſcourſe, wherein I was very nearly con- 
cerned. 


That grateful Friend was jaſt then telling Be- 
ricard, very ingenuouſly, that I did not ſuĩt him 
by any Means ; being not only too ſhort, but 
alſo very dangerous, *Tis a little Raſcal, 
continued he, who will bring himlelf to the 
Gallows, one Day or other ; he is made up of 
a Thouſand vicious Inclinations. Adding, that 

never- 
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nevertheleſs, he was obliged not to caſt me off, m 
abruptly, on account of the Service I had done ¶ ch 


him; but, however, upon mature Conſideration, Ml 1) 
he muſt rid his Handsof me, as ſoon as poſſibly Wi fa 
he could with any Decency. th 

Y 


Let me alone for that, ſaid Bericard; a; Ml rc 
toon as my Lady has ſettled your Affairs, | W ca 
will look out for an Apartment for you, and Not 
he ſhall know nothing of the Matter; this WM th 
done, you ſhall repair thither privately ; and, WM Ut 
when you are got there, he ſhall be told, you Ml th 
are ſet out Poſt, ſor the firſt Place whereon we lit 

* ſhall agree. As he is acquainted with your laſt I bt 
Adventure, he will readily believe, that having Wl V 
heard ſome Officers were in Queſt of you, th 
with Intent to take you again into Cuſtody, 
you had made your Klcape. | 


I will order him, then, in your Name, to I fit 
go thither after you; and will give him ſo lit. P. 
tle Money, for that Purpoſe, that, ſhould he il 2 
have a Mind to return, upon not finding you ſo 
there, he will not have wherewith, to bear hs Wl V 
Charges back again. An admirable Expedi- WU * 
ent, cry'd the perfidious D'O/i/ly ! It is doing Wl 
me a real Service, to deliver me from that V 
Scoundrel ; adding ſeveral other pretty Epithets, fe 
of the ſame Kind, which I ſhall not repeat, out IM 7 
of Modeſty. 


I was thoroughly incenſed at his Ingrati- al 
tude; and fully reſolved to be ſeverely reven- il © 
ged on him; I have ever been fo happy, to A 
retain the .good Quality, of remembring, all ſc 

my 
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my Life whoever does me an ill Turn: With 
theſe laudable Sentiments, I left his Chamber- 
Door, and was going again up Stairs, when I 
law a Light, at a Window, oppoſite to that of 
the Stair-Caſe. They both look'd into a little 
Yard, and were ſo near to each other, that by 
getting out at that of the Stair-Caſe, I could 
eaſily ſet my Foot, upon the Stone-work of the 
other. This done, the Glaſs was ſo clear, 
that I could plainly diſcern, a Man leaning 
upon a Writing-Table, who was dreſs'd with 
the utmoſt Magnificence ; but the Shade of a 
litle Hat, he had pull'd down, over his Eyes, 
prevented my diſtinguiſhing his Features : He 
was Writing, and ſeemed to apply himſelf 
thereto, with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, 


I was going, therefore, to withdraw, not 
ſeeing any Thing that could excite my Curio- 
ſity; when, caſting my Eyes on one Side, a 
pair of Piſtols, that lay a- croſs each other, up- 
on the Table, firuck my Sight; and, looking 
ſomewhat farther, I beheld a little Casket, that 
was turned upſide down, out of which came 
a great Quantity of Gold, I gazed upon it 
with Pleaſure, having always had a ſingular 
Value for that Metal ; but, was not long, be- 
fore my Eyes were diverted from it, by 
Things of much more Importance. 


The Gentleman, who was Writing, laying 
aſide his Pen, caſt his Eyes up to Heaven, and 
fetch'd a great Sigh; at this Motion, I had 
an Opportunity of obſerving his Features : He 


ſeemed to be between Thirty and Forty, * 
0 
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of an engaging and noble Aſpect; but buried, 
in a moſt profound Melancholy. Aſter ha- 
ving conſider'd a few Minutes, within himſelf, 
he took up the Paper whereon he was Writing, 
and read loud enough, for me toover-hear every 
Word; accordingly, I did not Joſe one Sy lla. 
ble: and the Beginning affected. me ſo much, 
that, though the Poſture wherein I ſtood way 
very uneaſy, I gave the greateſt Attention 
thereto, 


. 


ye muſt not elways believe Appearances, 


The S:ory of an Engliſh Nobleman, 
upon this Lead, 


L645 ESR; 


The Margquz:ſs of Sinecthhon, 19 the falſe 
Lady Sthelhorf. 


EFORE I return to the Dl. from whence 
5 I ſpriirꝑ, and am no more ſren, Tam determin- 
d to publiſh my Story to the Univerſe ; and the 
0 Reaſons I have to renounce this 2 The 
Engliſh are generally accuſed, of abandoning 
benſelves tos eaſily to Deſpair ; (becauſe feme of 
bem have been known to end their Days gene- 
% and People have not given themſelves 
lime, to examine, whether theſe Tranjperts of 
ury, have been moſt owing to Heroifm, or to 
Veakneſs, and Puſullanimity. I dare aver, 
bere 15 no one, of any Nation whatever, who, 
re he in my Place, after what has befallen me, 


ould not have reſolved, upon-taking the moſt vio- 
Courſe. If I am to be blamed, it is only, 
not 2 wy” 4 otherwiſe, than by end- 
other but 1, would, per- 

haps, 


g my own Days : 
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haps, have begun his Vengeance, by ſacrificing  : 
the ungrateful falſe one, who is now the Cauſe f Ml 
all my Misfortunes ; but, O, 2 Revenge: 
the Crime is already perpetrated; can the ſhed. I 
ding all the Blood, in her Veins, prevent its havin ! 
deen committed ? [ 


Having read this Letter very diſtinctly, tl, 
Unknown went on, with the Peruſal of wha 
he had written, (as if to examine, whether te 


had been guilty of any Miſtake) and read as fo. 
lows, 


I am a Native of England; of an illuſtriow 
Family; which have always ſignalized them- 
ſelves, by their ſincere Attachment to their 
lawful Sovereigns, I followed the Fortune of 
the Chevalier D which was but indif- 
ferent; and ſpent part of my Eſtate, to ſup- 
port him, in the various Countries, where he 
has been obliged to take Refuge. 


| He was a Lover of the Ladies; and I ws 

his Confidant, in all his Intrigues; the lite | 
Inclination, he had always obſerved in me, 
for the Fair Sex, and which he knew not to 
be affected, rendered it impoſſible for him, to 
chooſe one more proper for that Purpoſe. We 
travelled Incognito; he required nothing « 
me but my Friendſhip ; and had obliged me 
to forbear all thoſe, Marks of Reſpect, whic! 
were due to him. 


One Evening, when we were at the Of 


ra, *a Lady of unparallell'd Beauty, and th 
utmol 
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utmoſt Magnificence, happened to ſit in the 
next Box to us: Her languiſhing Eyes inſpired 


the Heart, with the moſt lively Paſſion, that 


Love can produce ;, ſhe was dreſs'd in a brown 
Head , which, with the jetty Blackneſs of her 
Locks, heightened the dazzling Luſtre of her 
lovely Skin, that might have vy'd, for White- 
nels, with the Snow, | 


The Chevalier O obliged me to take 
notice of her; after which confeſs, Sine&hhon, 
ſaid he, to me, pretty loud, that there is the 
Abſtract of all Perfection. If you don't ab- 
olutely ſurprize me, reply'd I, with your 
enthuſiaſtic Raptures ! Will you be all your 
Days an Idolizer of Beauty, Have you not 
earn't ſufficiently, at your own Expence, that 


gerous ſhe is likewiſe ? Could you but once be 
brought, to think like me, you would avoid 
Abundance of Trouble, and Vexation ; I can 
look at them, without deſiring them. 


Heaven forbid ! anſwered he ; I ſhould then 


de deprived, of ſome of the moſt agreeable 


Moments of my Life! You are, I believe, 
the only one of your Kind ; for, where is the 
Man, who carries his Hatred, to that amiable 
dex, to ſuch a Length, as you do, viſibly, eve- 
ry Day. You go ſomewhat too far, reply'd 
I; I cannot agree, that L have any Averſion 

* to 


Ls OI 


* It was formerly, the Cuſtom for Ladies, to 


rear colour'd Heads. 


- 
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the more _ a Woman is, the more dan- 
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to Womankind ; you ſhould only have aid, 
therefore, that I am happy enough not to fal 
in Love with them; and conſequently not 1 
be their Slave. 


A young Toupee of Quality, interrupted, 
here, our Converſation ; by whiſpering us in 
the Ear, loud enough to be heard by all the 
Boxes near us, that the Marqueſs D-— had 
juſt obtained a Decree, impowering him t 


'* confine his Wife in a Convent; on Account 


of his having ſurprized her, (as his Jealouſy 
ſurmiſed) with two Lovers at once. A vey 
pretty Reaſon ; continued he, . ironically | [f 
his Petition ſhould be allowed to be well ground. 
ed, and be drawn into a Precedent, we ſhould 
ſoon loſe great Part of the prettieſt Women in 
Town. This Story, afforded me a fair Opportu- 
nity, to inveigh againſt the whole Sex ; and, ac- 
cordingly, I ſpoke all the ill of them, which, 
then, actually thought. 


The Chevalier D, then ask'd the ſmart 
young Toupee, who that beautiful Lady was 
of whom he had juſt made me take notice, 
Stap my Vitals, cry'd the pert Coxcomb, are 
not you aſham'd of your Ignorance ? What! 
Don't you know the beautiful Widow, my 
Lady Sthelhorf? You, her Country man! | 
know her very well by Name, anſwered the 
Chevalier D , but, as for her Perſon, 
it is impoſlible, I mould have been acquainted 
with her; I have been but Four Days at Paris; 
which Way, then, can I have ſeen every one 
that is in it ? 1 

e 
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The Excuſe is tolerably deviſed, purſued the 
young Witling ; but will not be admitted, 
amongſt us Connoiſſeurs, of the firſt Rate, in 
the Affairs of Gallantry. A Perſon of your 
Age and Figure, and a profeſs'd Admirer of 
the Ladies, ought to have been acquainted 
with her, on the very firſt Day of his Arrival, 


What ſhould ſuch a one do, the Moment 


he comes into ſuch a City as this? Why, he 


ſhould make it his Buſineſs, to enquire after the 
moſt celebrated Beauties; this Lady is eſteem» 
ed one of the firſt Rank; and, accordingly, 
would have been one of the firſt named to 
you; and thus you would have known her: 
What a pretty Excuſe indeed have you found 
out ! 


Why, how do you think I act in this Re- 
ſpet? There is hardly a handſome Face, in all 
Paris, but I can give an exact Deſcription of 
it, I go every Day four times to the Thea- 
tres, Four times in one Day, cry'd the Che- 
valier D——, which Way is that poflible ? 
A mighty Matter to be wonder'd at, indeed, 
anſwered the pert Lord Fanny ! nevertheleſs, 
it is nothing but the real Truth. * 

I am now actually juſt come from the Ha- 
lian Gmedy; yow ſec me here, at preſent, at 
the Opera; and, as ſoon as I have made an Ap- 
pointment for a Supper, which, at this time, 
employs my Theughts, I will do the ' French 


Comedy the Favour to make-my Appearance 
« 161399] F there, 
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there, en paſſant ; I will juſt ſtay to ogle ſome 
of the Boxes, and from thence will run to the 
comic Opera, where I will take up La S——, 
and carry her to ſup with me at Os, at the 
Fire St. Germain, You ſee, all this is not 
very difficult; and, I am ſurprized, to the 
laſt Degree, that you ſhould in the leaſt won- 
der at it. 


But, cry'd I, interrupting him, how can 
paſs Sentence, upon a new Piece, with ſo 
much Wit, and in ſuch a deciſive manner, as 
I hear you every Day, ſince you make no 
longer Stay at any of them? The Marquis is 
a very pretty Gentleman likewiſe, ſaid the 
oung Powder- puff, with a Sneer, Is a Man, 
Nike me, made, to fit three long Hours in one 
Place? Or does he go to the Theatres, for the 
Sake of the Performance ? 


No, no, good my Lord Marquis, thoſe poor 
Wretches, the Authors, are obliged to come, 
and read their Works, with all Humility, to us ; 
we are willing to grant them this Favour, 
whilft our Cloaths are putting en; it is a fa- 
tiguing time, which we muſt away with ; one 
is liable to Duns; the Attention we pretend to 
ive to theſe Pieces, whilſt they are reading, 
them a little in Awe, and delivers us 


According to the Humour wherein we are, 
we _ of them, or find Fault; if but 
two Words therein pleaſe us, we promiſe the 
Author, to take his Werk under our Pro- 

tection; 
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tection; we pronounce it excellent, to our 
Creatures; they are obliged to take our Words 
for it, and to acquieſce with our Opinion, 
whether they will, or not; it is the Way to 
pleaſe us, and that is ſufficient: They go to 
the Play ; carry their Friends with them, and 
applaud the Performance; we enter juſt at the 
ſame JunQure ; ſtay a few Minutes; but with- 
out giving any Attention to the Play; and, when 
we go out, we ſay aloud, Nothing can be finer; 
this is indeed admirable: and thus, behold the 
Author well ſatisfy'd ; and the Piece receiv'd . 
with Approbation. 


Here my Lady Sthelhorf, who had over- 
heard all, from the firſt Moment we entred 
the Opera, could not forbear Laughter ; upon 
which, the ſmart Critic, of a new Kind, goes 
up to her, with the confident Air of a young 
Fop of Quality, and preſenting the Cheualier 
5 to her, the Converſation became 
very gallant; I alone ſaid not a Word. She 
gave me, however, ſuch Looks, from time to 
time, as ſeem'd to ſhew, ſhe had a Deſign upon 
my Heart; nevertheleſs, it continued inſenſi- 
ble, and I came away unwounded. She did not 
ſuffer my Indifference to eſcape unobſerved, 
but took off her Eyes from me, with a Spite, 


3 could not help applauding my- 


The Performance being over, we came out 
of the Opera ; and the Coach of the Chevalier 
—— being at ſome Diſtance, the beauteous 
Widow offer'd us a 82 in hers; and carried 
2 us 
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us to her Hotel, where, without much Cere- 
mony, ſhe kept us to Supper with her: Her 
Charms then diſplay'd themſelves, to the grea- 
teſt Advantage; the Chevalier D went 
away paſſionately in Love; whilſt I did her 
barely Juſtice, and that was all. | 


I was fome Days, afterwards, without ſee- 
ing her; but the Chevalier D went 
thither conſtantly ; ſhe was the only One, of 


all thoſe who had captivated him, that had 


ever made ſuch a laſting Impreſſion upon him; 
and, perhaps, ſhe was alſo the only One, who 
continued inſenſible of all his Addreſles, and 
Proof againſt all his Attacks, Formerly he uſed 
to court the Ladies, like a pert young Fdp of 
Quality ; now he made his Approaches, like a 


ſubmiſſive Lover: He was extremely amiable; 


inſomuch, that I was ſurprized at, the Rigour 
with which he was treated; this made me 


- conceive a very great Eſteem for my Lady; 


and that was no common Thing with me. 


One Day when the Chevalier D 
was telling me, with ſome Concern, how little 


. Progreſs he made, in his new Amour ; Word 


was brought me, that a Footman deſired to 
ſpeak with me; I went out to him, therefore, 
and he delivered me a Letter, couch'd in the 
following Terms. | 
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LETTER 


My Lady Sthelhorf to the Marquis of 
Senectthon. 


OUR Days are elapsd, my Lord, ſince you 
F ſet Foot within my Doors; and yet the Che- 
valier D „comes every Day Nh, fince 
you ſeem ſo ſtrictly united, in all * Reſpects, 
do you differ ſo widely in this Particular? And 
why! O! why, do I take Notice thereof? 
Whence proceeds that Avuerſion, you bear to Mo- 
men? Have you had any Reaſon to complain of 
them? ¶ have a hundred Queſtions to g;k you z 
and ſhall wait for you, at Seven in the , 2th 
in the Thuilleries, in order to hear your Anſwers 
thereto ; you will find me, with one of my Nomen, 
wpon the Terraſs. Would you believe it, that 1 
have taken it in my Head, to get the better of all 
your Prejudices againſt our Sex? I flatter myſelf 


ſo far, my Lord, to be En I ſhall not miſ- 


carry in this my Deſian, 


STHELHORF, 


* 


This Letter cauès J an Emotion in me, ſor 
which I could not affign any Reaſon; I went 
in again to the Chevalier D „who was 
juſt going to ſer out for Court, in order to ſup- 
port his Intereſt there; and deſired me, in the 
mean while, to urge his Suit with my Lady: 

1 His 
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His chooſing me out for ſuch a Commiſſion, 
made me laugh; and I gave him to under- 
ſtand, how abſolutely unfit I was to undertake 
it; wherefore, I would not be anſwerable for 
the Succeſs; but, he only ſmiled thereat, in 


his Turn, and ſoon after, departed for Ver- 
failles. ; 


When the appointed Hour was come, I 
went to the Place of Aſſignation, not without 
a little Uneaſineſs; and found there the cruel 
Beauty, who ſeem'd to have left nothing un- 
done, to keep her Word with me. She was 
perfectly inchanting; the Weather was hot, 
and the Undreſs, ſhe had on, was ſo gallant, ' 


and put on fo much to her Advantage, that it 


was impoſſible to behold her, without falling a 
Victim to her Charms. I could not forbear 
doing her that Juſtice which was her due; and 
ſigh'd as I accoſted her; of which ſhe took 
Notice, and ſaw plainly I was not as uſual], 


Well, my Lord, ſaid ſhe to me, have you 
reflected upon what I wrote to you; and are 
you ſufficiently upon your Guard againft your- 
ſelf? I ſhall not make Uſe of any Circumlo- 
cution, when I confeſs to you frankly, that 
you are the Man, whom, of all your Sex, I 
ſhould moſt chooſe, to have devoted to me. 
Ah! Madam, anſwered I, of what Advan- 
tage would ſuch a Triumph be to you? And, 
what have I done to you, that you ſhould fo 
ardently deſire, to render me uphappy ? 


How 
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> How! cry'd, my Lady, interrupting me, 
do you think, I look likely to make a Man 
0 miſerable? Ves, Madam, reply'd I, with an 
n Emotion, to which I had been, till then, a 


Stranger, I cannot conceive a, greater Misfor- 
tune, than that of falling in Love with you: 
Though I have never yet felt the Power of the 
I blind Boy; I can but too ealily compre- 
hend, that One cannot become your Admirer, 


4 without undergoing all the Torments, a Man 
4 feels, who burns with a hopelefs Paſſion, with- 
a2 out meeting with any Return; I have had fo 
t much Experience of this, that it has ſerved to 
t, ſecure me, againſt all the Snares of Love. 

I Vain Refiftance ! reſumed that imperious 


Beauty, you muſt yield yourſelf my Captive; 
4 I allow you but eight Days to confeſs your De- 
k feat ; after that Time, ſhould you take it in 
your Head, to be in Love with me; I give you 
Notice beforehand, that I will exerciſe a ty- 
rannic Power over you: Yes, I will have you 


2 acknowledge, that you think me the moſt 
8 amiable of Women. 
J There is no need to wait ſo long, Madam, 
I rejoin'd I, for me to agree, that you are lovely 
1 beyond Expreſſion: But, what avails this Con- 
1 feſſion, my Lady? What farther would you 
have of me? Spare my Heart. I ſpare nothing 
* cry'd ſhe, — me, with a Smile; 
make good Uſe of the Reſpite, I have granted 


you; I am naturally ſuſceptible of Compaſ- 
tion ; if you don't ſubmit within that Term, I 
1 F 4 proclaim 
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proclaim an eternal War with you; fazewel, 
my Lord; I allow you time to reflect upon it. 


Having thus ſaid, ſhe rejoined one of her 
Women, who flood at a little Diſtance; [ 
would have made her ſome Anſwer ; but had 
not the Reſolution : I found myſelf, Hat In- 
ſtant, ſeized with a Kind of Emotion, which 
foretold me, but too plainly, what would be 
the Effects of this Converſation, 


I uſed my utmoſt Efforts, te defend myſelf 
againſt the Approaches of Love; but, it was 
all over, he had taken Poſſeſſion of my Heart; 
in vain did I endeavour to guard the — 
againſt him; it was not in my Power: I was 
conſtrain'd to yield, then, and acknowledge 
my Defeat. 


My Lady ſeem'd perfectly tranſported there- 
at; and admitted of my Addreſſes; mean 
while the Chevalier D „ was oblig'd to 
undertake a ſhort Voyage; and I was almoſt 
as ſoon a Husband as a Lover: In ſhort, I 
was entirely happy ; and regretted every Mo- 
ment I had lived, without knowing the moſt 
amiable of her Sex. 


Not long after the Chevalier D re- 
turn'd; and I ſent him Word the more readi- 
ly of my Marriage, becauſe he had given me 
Reaſon, by acquainting me with ſome new In- 
trigues, to believe he had no longer any 
Thoughts of my Lady. But, ſcarce had he 
arrived again at Paris, before his Paſſion — 
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her, which had ſeem'd extinct, during his Ab- 
ſence, revived a-freſh; and. by a moſt horrid 
Caprice, my perfidious Conſort, who had 
withſtood all his Attacks, whilſt ſhe was at 
her own Liberty, yielded herſelf up to him; 
when ſhe was no longer at her own Diſpoſal, 


Three Months have they carried on a fecret 
Correſpondence together, without my having 
the leaſt Suſpicion of it; till returning to 
Night from the Ball at the Opera; I promiſed 
myſelf a ſecret Pl-aſure in ſurprizing her. She 
had told me, as I was going out, that ſhe was 
not well, and, therefore, ſhe would have her 
Supper and go to Bed betimes, Monſieur 

„one of my Acquaintance, had been 
teazing me a Week, to ſpend an Evening 
with him; I gave my Lady notice, theretore, 


that I would comply with his Invitation to 
Night; and ſhe has, undoubtedly, taken Ad- 
vantage of this Opportunity, to ſtroll whethes 
her Inclinations called her. 


In the mean while, I return Home; haſten 
up into her Apartment; and go on Tiptoe, 
that I may not diſturb her ; F approach her 
Bedſide; pull back the Curtain; but find none 
of my Wife; nor even the leaſt Sign, of her ha- 
ving ever been in Bed. I fly to her Cloſet; and 
perceive there, by the Diſorder wherein I find her 
Toilet, that ſhe is gone Abroad; a Cold Sweat 
and ſhuddering ſeizes me all over; I was ne- 
ver before inclined to Jealouſy ; but now I feel 
all the Torments of it; I ſearch about every 
where, and obſerve a Key forgotten upon a 
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Writing Table; I open a Drawer; ſee a Let- 
ter; take it up trembling ; and find there the 
Proof of my Misfortune. 


Oh! my Lady, here it is! Thou loveſt the 
Chevalier D / Thou haſt admitted of 
his Viſits many Times in my Abſence; thou 
pretendeſt Sickneſs, and makeſt uſe of that, as 
a Cloak, to ſcreen thee in the Purſuit of thy 
new Intrigue. Falſe Woman! I ought to ſa- 


crifice thee, in the Arms of him, who——— 


But what do I fay, Perfidious, and ungrateful 
as thou art, I can never hurt, what I have once 


fo much loved; and find I ſhall ſtill love as long 


as I live. My Death ſhall puniſh both myſelf, 


for my Weakneſs, and thee, for this Unwor- 


thineſs; I ſhall be revenged by thy Remorſe, 
and the Stings of thy Conſcience; and thou 
wilt lament, but, it-will be then too late, the 
Loſs, of the moſt tender of Husbands, 


Here the paſſionate Marquis concluded his 
Soliloquy : He wrote afterwards a few Lines; 
ſealed up the Packet; ſeized upon his Piſtols; 
and had already clapt their two Muzzles to his 
Forehead; when I faw a tall majeſtic Wo- 
man, more beautiful than the Queen of Love, 
appear behind him, and lay hold on both his 
Arms. O cruel! ſaid ſhe, what are you going 
to do? Rather turn theſe deadly Weapons 
againſt me; than ſuffer mis to out-live ſo 
greadful a Misfortune, 


Amazed at this Surprize, the too jealous 
Marquis fell backward in his Chair, = 
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his Eyes ſtedfaſtly fix'd upon her. What, 
continued the Lady, can be the Meaning 
of this outrageous Deſpair ? Falling down, 
then, before him, on her Knees, and ta- 
king him by the two Hands; Deareſt Sove- 
reign of my Heart, moſt beloved of Hus- 
bands, ſaid ſhe Ah! Traitreeſs, cry'd 
he, interrupting her, and puſhing her from 
him; dare you ftill make uſe of that ſacred 
Name? Have not you profaned it by your 
criminal Amours? Have I not found your 
Letters? Have not theſe Eyes ſeen therein, the 
evident Proofs of a mutual Paſſion? How 
will you dare pretend, to juſtify the Appoint- 
ment mentioned therein ? 


Hold, cruel Man, cry'd the Lady, inter- 
rupting him in her Turn, with Tears in her 
Eyes ; hold, and do not quite overwhelm me, 
with your unjuſt Reproaches. I guilty of 
Falſhood, and criminal Converſation! I be- 
tray you! How have I deſerved this Uſage ? 
Do you know me? Or, rather, why have you 
not known me better? Ungrateful! I never 
loved any one but you! Why then, O why 
did you ſuffer von? 1 to be deluded, by frivo- 
lous Appearances? Why did not you come to 
an Explanation with me? you would, then, 
have known, how cautious you ought to be, 
in your Surmiſes of a Woman, who has al- 
ways lived fo circumſpeR as I. 


Theſe Letters, theſe Evidences, as you call 
them of my Falſhood, I confeſs they are my 
Hand; I wrote 9 and as 


1 
hi 


— — — — a 
— — nn wge— -- — - 
. — 


r 


— = = — _ 
- = — 2 r 
- — I - — . - 2 22 as . 
—— — ———— Ie ———— — — Soo . — 


— 
UU — — _ 
_ 
— - — 
2 - . 


103 The Busy-Bopyr. 


I indoſe them always under a Cover; and the 
Want of a Superſcription contributed to your 
Miſtake ; your Jealouſy made you miſinterpret 
thoſe Expreſſions, which were only the Marks 
of a tender Aﬀection, as the Tokens of a cri- 
minal Paſſion. You know how dear he is to 
me; Word was brought me that he had 
fought a Duel To-day, and was dangerouſly 
wounded ; upon which, had I been yet more 
indiſpoſed, than I really am, I ſhould have 
flown to ſee him, 


But what avail theſe vain Fuſtifications, 
continu*d ſhe, with a Flood of Tears, ſtreum— 
ing down her beauteous Cheeks? Am not I 
guilty, the Moment you begin to ſuſſ ect me? 
Having thus ſaid, her Griet overcame her to 
that Degree, that ſhe ſeemed to faint away. 


The penitent Marquis, then, roſe up with 
Precipitation! O Heavens! cry'd he, what 
was I going to do! Forgive me, my dear 
Lady, I don't deſerve to live; why did you 

revent my being my own Executioner? My 
th would have revenged you upon me, for 
my unjuſt Suſpicions. Having thus teftiſy'd 
dis Repentance, he took the dear Object of his 
Affections in his Arms, and carried her into 
another Room; not being able, thereſore, to 
ſee any thing farther, I withdrew to my Gar- 
ret; heartily tired, with the uneaſy Poſture, 
wherein I had ſtood fo long; and yet well 
pleaſed with this Story, for which I was in- 
debted to my Curioſity, 


Next 
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Next Morning, D'O/illy order'd me to be 
t call'd, about Ten o' Clock, whilſt I was yet 
08 aſleep; I haſtened down into his Chamber, 
i- and was ſurprized, to ſee him magnificently 
t dreſſed. This inſpired me with ſome Reſpect 


id for him : Outward Shew frequently makes 
ly more Impreflion, upon Perſons of my Condi- 
re tion, than real Merit, 

e | 


Well, Bigand, ſaid he, as Hon as he ſaw 
me, how do you like me ? Did not I tell you, 
that, as ſoon as I ſhould be at Liberty, I ſhould 
not be at a Loſs how to behave myſelf? Ma- 
dame de B has ſent for this Suit, which 
is quite new, and has been fitted to my Shape, 
till a Taylor can make me Two others, yet 
handſumer than this, 


h My Pocket is alſo well lined; here are a 
at hundred Louts-4Ors, continued he, drawing 
ur out a Stocking-Purſe, till ſomewhat better can 
Ju be done for me. I congratulate you, Sir, an- 
y ſwered I, upon this good News; it is to be 
Ir preſumed, continued [, laughing at him, in 
d my Sleeve, that, with ſo much Merit, as I 
is know you to be Maſter of, you will not ſtop 
o here. 

0 | 

r- I believe not, reſumed he, with an Air, 


e, that ſhewed his Approbation of my Flattery; 
ll I will tell you yet more; I am perſuaded 
a Madame de B- loves me to Diſtraction, 
theſe are convincing Proofs of it; but, to con- 
il the Truth ingeniouſly, I no longer find, in 

ä myſelf, 
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myſelf, the ſame lively Paſſion for her, as l 
did formerly ; though with Perſons who are 
of my way of Thinking, that ought not to 
weigh any Thing ; neither will it hinder me, 
ſhould Matters fall out ſo, from being Fool 
enough to marry her. 


It vex'd me to the very Heart, to hear the 
Son of a Cobler, nay, a Cheat, and a Sharper, 
give himſelf ſuch inſolent Airs; I diſſembled, 
however, . for the preſent, becauſe, having but 
a very ſorry Coat, I was in hopes of his 
equipping me with a better; accordingly | let 
fall a Word or two to that Purpoſe, . en 


paſſont, 


Ay, with all my Heart, cry'd he; 1 

thought by this Exclamation, he was going 
to preſent me with, at leaſt, ten Piſtoles ; but 
his Generoſity amounted only to a ſingle one, 
Thou ſee'ſt, ſaid he, that 7 


what more ſor thee; in the mean while, thou 
may'ſt eat here with the Servants ; thou doſt 
not want Wit; endeavour to pleaſe them, 
and gain their Good-will, and then we will 
ſee far ther. 


This Speech exaſperated me to the Height; 
and I reſolved, within myſelf, to be fully re- 
venged on him, the very firſt Opportunity 
that offered: I went down, then, into the 
Kitchen, where, by my Repartees, I became 
a Favourite with a great fat Cook, who ruld 
and domineer d there moſt deſpotically, 


am very liberal; 
when my Affairs are ſettled, I ſhall do ſome - 
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He was a mighty Joker, and had a very ill 
Tongue; «then as for Drunkenneſs, no body 
could out- do him; he had always either a Jeft, 
or a Glaſs of Wine, in his Mouth: If he was 
to take Leave of any one, I am going to go, 
faid he; or, if his Lady order'd him to ſerve 
up any Thing, in a Hurry, make haſte up, cry'd 
he, and you ſhall no ſooner be at theStair-Head, 
than I will be here where I am. All the Ser- 
vants admired his ready Wit, and had a pro- 
found Veneration for him; before he ſpoke, 
their Mouths were ſure to be ſet ready, to 
laugh at what he was about to ſay; and I, 
who am now making my Remarks thereon, 
uſed to do like the reſt. | 


I was not Tong at this Houſe, before I was 
fully acquainted with all the Ways and Intrigues 
the Family, Madame de B „ with 
whom I ſhall begin, was, at leaft, forty 
Years old, but ſhe did not appear, at moſt, 
to be above Twenty- eight; which was owing 
to the admirable Secrets, to which ſhe daily 
had Recourſe, to preſerve her Complexion, 
and her youthful Look. One Day, as I was 
peeping thro the Key-hole of her Dreſſing- 
Room, { ſaw her, in her Shift, before her 
Looking-glaſs 3 ſhe had got up, out of Pre- 
caution, to beautify her Phiz; and had a Co- 
vering of Pomatum, an Inch thick thereupon, 
which, undoubtedly, ſhe bad put on over 


Night, 


She 


l 
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She took a coarſe Cloth, and rubb'd her 
Forehead and Cheeks therewith, ſeveral Times 
after which Ceremony, I was infinitely (ur. 
prized, to find her of a very brown Con. 
plexion ; ſhe having always before feemed ty 
me extremely fair; I was abundantly more 
amazed a little after, when, having walh' 
her ſelf with a Water, that was kept ſafe un- 
der Lock and Key, ſhe appeared of a dazzling 
Whitencſs; but this was not ſufficient. Sh: 
then put her Finger, in a Pot of a Roſe Co. 
Jour, with which ſhe enliven'd the Lillics of 
her Cheeks; from thence ſhe procceded to x 
third Dye, which the applied very lightly to 
her Temples, and her. Neck. 


This done, I obſerved, with Admiration, 
three falſe Teeth, that were clapt in her Mouth; 
which Operation took up ſome Time; but ber 
Arms and her Hands required ſtill more: The 
Patches were next to be placed to the beſt Ad- 
vantage ; accordingly, one was put under the 
right Eye, and a ſecond at the Corner of her 
Noſe ; but they changed their Situation: t wen- 
ty Times in one Minute, 


Being, at laſt, adjuſted to her Satisfaction, 
a gracious Smile ef Approbation followed ; 
which was accompanied, with ſome little pret- 
ty Geſtures; after which, ſhe returned to Bed, 
very well ſatisfy'd with herſelf; and I, hearing 
ſome body coming, ſlipt away, for fear of 


being taken in the Fact. 
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The Houſe was well furniſhed; ſhe had 
begun, at firſt, as ſeveral others have done, by 
admitting the Viſits of ſome particular Perſons: 
Monſ. de T— happened to enter the Liſts; 
and his Rank and Riches, had baniſh'd all the 
reſt, All the Grandeur had commenc'd ſince 
that time; and, if any one elſe was admitted 
by Chance, it was only for the Sake of Com- 
pany. She had a Fund of good Senſe at the 
Bottom, which had only been confounded, 
and render'd uſeleſs, by ſome melancholy Di- 
ſaſters, and Croſſes. O Poverty! thou Perſe- 
cutor of Virtue, and Merit, thou art, but too 
often, the Occaſion of their Shipwreck ! 


The Affairs of the Family were managed 
by a Sort of Steward, or Clerk of the Kitchen, 
who, without having that Title, performed 
the Office of thoſe who are ſo called. One 
Day, as I was liſtening at his Door, according 
to my laudable Cuſtom, I heard the Cook 
before mentioned, complaining bitterly of him. 
I know, very well, Monſ. la Rappiniere, ſaid 
he, that every one muſt live, but we likewiſe, 
have ſome Regard, to the Agreements we make 
with each other, 


We agreed, then, that, when you were 
abſent, I ſhould regulate my Bills of Expences 
according to yours: I have dealt ſincerely; 
have made my Lady, pay juſt twice as much, 
as the Proviſions coſt; and we ſhared the 
Overplus ; there is no Fault to be found with 
that: But, then, for you to make out a third — 
an 
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and reckon a Third more for every Thing, 
and put all you get thereby into your own 
Pocket, that is not fair, by any Means. 


Who could tell you any ſuch Thing, cry'd 
La Rappiniere, interrupting him ? It is all falſe; 
and I am too much of a Man of Honour, to 
be guilty of any ſuch under-hand Dealings 
By the Life of Pharaoh, ſaid the Cook, inter- 
rupting him, likewiſe, haſtily, in his Turn, 
you will not deny your own Hand-writing, 
will you? Look here, continued he, giving a 
Bill to him, did not I buy this Quarter of Peaſe; 
F paid fifty Livres, for them; we reckoned 
my Lady four-ſcore, in our Bills, which we 
made out together ; and, by this Bill here,which 
ſhe luckily forgot, you have rated them at 
_ _ What Anſwer can you make 
to this 


Hereupon, the Steward was confounded, 
and had not a Word to ſay, Well, cry'd the 
Cook, you own yourſelf fairly caught; Come, 

come, Monſ. la Rappiniere, i will paſs by this, 
on account of our old Acquaintance, and 
Friendſhip ; and, to prove it to you, I will in- 
creaſe our Bills, as much as you pleaſe ; but, 
another Time, let us go Shares ; that is but fair; 
all Things ought to be done with Honour. 


| The Steward, then, acknowledged himſelf 
in the wrong; and confeſs'd, that, having a 
Daughter to marry off, and, being afraid his 
Lady would retrench her Houſhold Expences, 


now that ſhe lived upon her ewn Income, he 
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was apprehenſive of loſing a great Deal by her 
for the future, which obliged him to be ex- 
peditious in making up his Bundle, 


Iam as much in Hafte, upon that Head, as 
ou can be, anſwered the Cook; let us go to 
Breakfaſt, and I will acquaint you with a 
Scheme that will ſucceed, provided we have 
but a right Underſtanding together. The Caſe 
is of a Debt, which my 2 has already paid, 
dut for which ſhe never took any Receipt; 
heark in your Ear, I will tell you how. 
But I durſt not ſtay any longer ; they were 
get up; wherefore, I retired as faſt as I could, 
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CHAP. VIIL 


Bigand reſolves to rob D'Oſilly. A re. Mw 
markable Story of a Marriage, occafion MW on 
ed by a Canary-Bird. N Cr 


OME Days after, Monſ. de 72 Re 

return'd an Anſwer to Mad. de B——, BW. 
concerning D'O/ily, in behalf of whom. ſhe 
| had written to him: In this Letter, that No- 
bleman inform'd her, that he would preſent 
im with a thouſand Crowns, to make him ſome . 
Amends, for the Hardſhips he had caufed him | 
to ſuffer; of which a moving Deſcription had 
been ſent him; and this, he added, was only 
till he could procure him an Employment. This 
News put Life into me; I had overheard it, 
by hiding my ſelf in a little Hole, covered with 
Hangings, which joined to Madam de B——' 
Chamber, and to which I got, by a Pair of 
Back-Stairs. 


I was very well convinc'd that D'O/illy was 
upon a good Footing with Madam de B—; 
this might ſuffice to aſſure him, there was no. 
Fear of his coming to want; and he might 
very well ſpare this Monev. The Caſe was 
far difterent with me, who was only look! 
upon, as a poor Dog of a Scullion; and had no 
Room 
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Room to hope for any favourable Hand, that 
would lend me a Lift. One muſt help one's 
ſelf, ſaid I, a little in this Life; at leaſt, this 
was my way of Thinking, at that Time. 


SE 


Accordingly, I look'd upon the promiſed 

Sum, as a Wind-fall, which ought in all Reaſon 

t. o belong to me; and which might revenge me 
n. con him, for the Haughtineſs, Ingratitude, and 
Cruelty, wherewith this falfe Friend continued 
to treat me. I watch'd, then, fo narrowly, the 
Remittance of this Money, that, one Morning, 
I aw it brought, and lock'd up in a Drawer, 


to take Advantage of the firſt Occaſion, to ren- 


* der myſelf Maſter of it. 
ent 0 hs 
* The Night, after this handſome Preſent kad 


deen deliver'd to D'Oſih, he came to Bed very 
late; I had overheard from my Stand, where 
| uſed to liſten, that he was to change his Lodg- 
ing next Day; the Lady's Brother having Tent 
Word, he ſhould be in Town, by that Time. 
It was cuſtomary for me to be with him, eve- 
ry Night, at his going to Bed ; for he loved 
Stories, and pitch'd upon me to divert him 
therewith; I was determined, therefore, not 
to wait any longer, Time being very precious; 
and, if I let that Moment flip, I could have 
no Hopes, of ever meeting ſuch another Op- 


right portunity, | | 
are 1 repair'd, then, to his Chamber, to wait 
4 „% coming; and, as ſoon as he was in 


*. Bed, he order'd me, as uſual, to tell him — 
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ſhe in his Dreſſing- Room; wherefore, I reſolved, . 
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Story, that might lull him to Sleep: It was to 
much my Intereſt at that Juncture, not u 5 
contribute thereto z wherefore, I did not want h 
bidding twice, but related to him what fol. ſo 
lows: ho 


A Gentleman of Burgundy, named Du Lu, 
who lived in a ready-furniſh'd Lodging, hap- 
pened to fall in Love with Madam Du Coudra, 
a young Widow, of a plentiful Eſtate, whole 
Windows faced thoſe of his Apartment: & 
much was he ſmitten with her, that he would 
paſs whole Days, in his Chamber, that he 
might not miſs any Opportunity of ſeeing 


He had not been long at Paris, neither 


was he acquainted with the Ways of the Ten 7 
accordingly, he was at a great Loſs, by what it; 
means he ſhould get Admittance to her. AM the; 
ingenious as Love is faid to be, it did not i- fort; 
ſpire him with any Stratagem, to obtain h bis 
Defire : He had inquired about this fair W. him 
dow, of his Landlady, who had given him i ſend 
moſt advantagious Character of her Behaviour D, 
adding, that her Houſe was inacceffible to WF nbi 


Mankind, excepting three Gentlemen, of 
_— Age, who were Friends to her E W 
v. 


The amorous Du Lac, had ventur'd dive 
Times to ſalute her; but ſhe had always p 
tended not to take notice of it: In the mei 
while, the Bufineſs, about which he came! 
Paris, was upon the Point of being concludes 
F when 
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wherefore, he was obliged to be preparing for 
his Departure; at the Thoughts alone of which, 
he could not forbear ſighing; and, at laſt, re- 
ſolved, whatever might come of it, not to ſet 
out for the Country, without declaring to her, 
the Sentiments of his Heart. FR 


Whilſt Things were in this Situation, and 
Du Lac was walking, one Day, very penſive, 
and at a, great Rate, up and down his Room, 
a Canary-Bird, which had got looſe from its 
Cage, flew in at his Window, and ſettled up- 
t be on his Perruque. He clapt his Hand imme- 
ein diately thereon ; and the little Warbler, having 

intangled its Feet in the Hair, was eaſily ta- 
ken, - 


wn; Finding it very pretty, he reſolved to keep 
what it ; and, that he might not be obliged to part 
A therewith, never mentioned one Word, of the 
ot u. fortunate Chance, which had brought it into 
in dug bis Power; his Good-Luck having inſpired 
Mr him, that Moment, with the Thought, to 
him4 ſend it as a Preſent, in his Name, to Madam 
vu Du Coudrai, provided it could but ſing tole» 
to il nably. | 


er Ee With this Deſign, he obſerved it carefully 
ſeveral Days; and was highly delighted, to find 
it had not only been taught to whiſtle finely ; 
dut could alſo ſpeak feveral Words: Hereupon, 
ys Pbe cauſed a beautiful Cage to be made for it, 
oe Wood- work of which was Ebony, and the 
Wire Silver, in order to render the Preſent 
more agreeable; and be would have ſent is 
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to Madam Du Coudrai directly, had he not 
been informed, ſhe was gone into the Coun. 


try. 


He waited, impatiently, for her Return, 
and even put off his Departure, for ſome Time 
longer, on that Account; but ſome Week 
paſs'd over in this Expectation, and he began 
to deſpair of ſeeing her again, when, juſt at the 
Moment, that he leaſt thought thereof, he 
beheld her appear again at her Window, 


Infinitely was he overjoy'd thereat; but his 
Satisfaction received ſome Allay, on obſerving 
her ſhed ſome Tears: In za he ſympa - 
thized with her, without knowing the Occa- 
ſion thereof; and, accordingly, enquired, un- 
der- hand, whence it might proceed. To his 
no ſmall Surprize, and Tranſport, he was in- 
formed, that her Sorrow was occaſioned by 
the Loſs of a Bird, whom ſhe loved to Diſtrac- 
tion, and which was her ſole Delight: He wa 
in perfect Raptures at this Diſcovery ; flatter- 
ing himſelf, that the little feather'd Songſter, 
which had fallen, ſo fortunately, into his Hands, 
might be either the ſame, or, at leaſt, might 
comfort her, for the Loſs of that, which wa 
flown away. N age 


Full of this Imagination, he determined to 
ſend it her next Morning; the Night ſeeming 
then too far advanced, to make his Preſent 
directly; beſides which, he was afraid it 
might be gone to Bed. Next Morning, he 
was obliged to go out early, - about-Buſinels; 
. oo 
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a3 he came back, he went into a Coffee-Houſe, 
and, whilſt he waited for his Footman, whom 
he had ſent on an Errand, and drank a Diſh 
of Chocolate, the Name of Madam Du Cou- 
drai, truck his Ears. He liſten'd, therefore, 
attentively, what might be the Occaſion there- 
of, and heard an Abbz, who was drinking 
Coffee with an Officer, purſue his Diſcourſe, 
28 follows. 


For that matter, ſaid he, we muſt own, 
that moſt Women are very whimſical ; but, 
the Lady, of whom we have been talking, is, 
indiſputably, the moſt extraordinary, of any 
we ever heard of; to ſtake the whole Hap- 
pineſs, or Miſery of her Life, upon a Canary- 
Bird, What, cry'd another Gentleman, at 
a neighbouring Table, does ſhe ſtill ſuffer the 
Loſs of that Bird to diſcompoſe her ? | 


How, faid a third, interrupting him, are 
you alone a Stranger, to the unaccountable 
Stratagem, to which ſhe has had Recourſe, for the 
Recovery of it? She has three Lovers, who 
have long made their Addreſſes to her; and 
are all Men of Honour, and of a middle Age: 
Each of them has uſed the utmoſt Endeavours, 
to engage her in a ſecond Marriage ; but none 
of them has yet been able, to obtain her 
Conſent; at laſt, within theſe few Days, ſhe 
has given them to underftand, ſhe will never 
marry any one, but the Perſon, who again 
brings her this favourite Bird, | 


A very merry Contrivance, indeed, cry'd 
a fourth! This way - Marriage reſembles, 


Nate: 
D * 


* 


—— — 2 — — 


122 The Busy-Bopy. 


pretty much, thoſe Weddings, mention'd in 
the idle Stories, told by the common People, 
and old Women: In plain Engliſh, it is 
giving her Admirers a civil Denial; for, I 
don't believe, any of them will ſucceed, in 
their Search after it; unleſs they can obtain 
an Order, to examine all the Cages in the King- 
dom. Nay, perhaps, ſome Cat may have 
Jaid her Talons, upon this, fo highly prized, 
Canary-Bird. * 


Should that happen to be the Caſe, ſaid the 
Abbe, the beauteous Widow will not be mar- 
ried very ſoon; for, if ſhe is of ſuch a poſitive 
Humour, as ſhe is repreſented, ſhe will not 
recede from her Reſolution, It is a Pity, added 
he; and thePerſon, who might, otherwiſe, have 
been the happy Man, will be a conſiderable 
Sufferer thereby; for ſhe is very amiable, and, 
were it not for this obſtinate Whim, very fit 
to crown the Happineſs, of any Gentleman. 


In Loc did not loſe one Word of this Con- 


verſation; but haſtened Home, with the ut- 


moſt Eagerneſs and Impatience ; and, having 
maturely weigh'd -all he heard, changed the 
Reſolution he had taken, at firſt, of ſending 
the little Warbler, by his Footman, into that 
of. carrying it hinafelf Having concealed it, 
therefore, under a Cover of green Taffeta, 
which he had cauſed to be made, on purpoſe 
for it, he put it under his Coat; went to the 
Lady's; and ſent up Word, he ſhould be glad 
to ſpeak with her, 


As 
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As he was utterly unknown, and it was early 
in the Morning, the Anſwer return'd was, that 
ſhe was in Bed; and deſired, he would come 
again after Dinner: Tell her, ſaid Du Lac, 
to her Waiting-Woman, It is a Gentleman, 
who brings her good News, and ſhe will be 
angry at herſelf,for delaying ſo long, the Satis- 
faction, it will give her. 


The Servant going again to her Miſtreſs, 
and informing her, what the Unknown had 
told her; Alas! of what good News can any 
one inform me, cry'd ſhe! There is but one 
Thing in the World, which would delight me, 
and for that I would give all I am worth. 
Yes, to find my dear little Bird, I do not 
know what I would not do; and were any one 
to bring it me, I ſhould not be able to 


Here it is, ſaid Du Lac, entring the Room, 
and producing the Cage : Happy, a Thouſand 
Times happy, am I, Madam, in finding ſo 


favourable an Opportunity, to prove, and 


convince you of, my burning with the moſt re- 
ſpectful, and the moſt violent Paſſion. - Had I 
hearken'd, purſued he, only to my own Satis- 
faction, I ſhould not have reſtored it to you, 
without obliging you to perform, that tranſ- 
porting Promiſe, made by you, to reſign your- 
ſelf up to the Perſon, who ſhould bring it; 
but I love you with too difintereſted a Paſſion, 
to take Advantage 
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pretty much, thoſe Weddings, mention'd in 
the idle Stories, told by the common People, 
and old Women: In plain Engliſh, it is 
giving her Admirers a civil Denial ; for, [ 
don't believe, any of them will ſucceed, in 
their Search after it; unleſs they can obtain 
an Order, to examine all the Cages in the King- 
dom. Nay, perhaps, ſome Cat may have 
laid her Talons, upon this, fo highly prized, 
Canary-Bird. 


Should that happen to be the Caſe, faid the 
Abbe, the beauteous Widow will not be mar- 
ried very ſoon; for, if ſhe is of ſuch a poſitive 
Humour, as ſhe is repreſented, ſhe will not 
recede from her Reſolution, It is a Pity, added 
he; and thePerſon, who might, otherwiſe, have 
been the bappy Man, will be a conſiderable 
Sufferer thereby; for ſhe is very amiable, and, 
were it not for this obſtinate Whim, very fit 
to crown the Happineſs, of any Gentleman, 


Du Lac did not loſe one Word of this Con- 
verſation; but haſtened Home, with the ut- 
moſt Eagerneſs and Impatience ; and, having 
maturely weigh'd -all he heard, changed the 
Reſolution he had taken, at firſt, of ſending 
as little Warbler, by his Footman, into that 

carrying it himſelf, Having concealed it, 
: under a Cover of green Taffeta, 
which he had cauſed to be made, on purpoſe 
for it, he put it under his Coat; went to the 
Lady's; and ſent up Word, he ſhould be glad 
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As he was utterly unknown, and it was early 
in the Morning, the Anſwer return'd was, that 
ſhe was in Bed; and deſired, he would come 

in after Dinner: Tell her, ſaid Du Lac, 
to her Waiting-Woman, It is a Gentleman, 
who brings her good News, and ſhe will be 
angry at herſelf,for delaying ſo long, the Satis- 
faction, it will give her. 


The Servant going again to her Miſtreſs, 
and informing her, what the Unknown had 
told her ; Alas! of what good News can any 
one inform me, cry'd ſhe! There is but one 
Thing in the World, which would delight me, 
and for that I would give all I am worth. 
Yes, to find my dear little Bird, I do not 
know what I would not do; and were any one 
to bring it me, I ſhould not be able to———— 


Here it is, ſaid Du Lac, entring the Room, 
and producing the Cage: Happy, a Thouſand 
Times happy, am I, Madam, in finding ſo 
favourable an Opportunity, to prove, and 
convince you of, my burning with the moſt re- 
ſpectful, and the moſt violent Paſſion. - Had I 
hearken'd, purſued he, only to my own Satis- 
faction, I ſhould not have reſtored it to you, 
without obliging you to perform, that tranſ- 
porting Promiſe, made by you, to reſign your- 
ſelf up to the Perſon, who ſhould bring it; 
but I love you with too diſintereſted a Paſſion, 
to take Advantage 
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Ah! let us ſee, let us ſee, Sir, cry'd Madam 
Du Coudrai, after having ſlipt on a Bed-gown; 
T ſhudder for Fear, it ſhould not be my Dich; 
J have already had ſo many brought me. Ah! 
Dicky, Dich, Dicky, Dich, is it thee my 


Life ſaid ſhe, the Cage by this Time being 


entirely uncovered ? Dear little Heart, how 
pretty it is! come Dich, come Dicky ; bleſs 
me ! the poor Creature knows me again | Do 
but look, Sir, how it kiſſes my Fingers ; Fanny, 
1 can hardly contain myſelf for Joy | My God, 
Sir, haw much am J obliged to you. You 
have reſtored me to Life again! How my 
Heart beats with Tranſport! 


Don't give Way too much to your Raptures, 
Madam, ſaid Du Lac; I tremble for Fear it 
ſhould impair your Health; let the Bird be carri- 
ed away, and take a little ſomewhat to compoſe 
you. No, no, cryed the Lady, ſeizing upon 
the Cage with both her Hands, let me alone, 
to make much of my little dear Sweetheart. 


This ſaid, ſhe opened the Cage, and the 
pretty Creature, bred up by it's young Miſtrels, 
knowing her again, by the Sound of her Voice, 
immediately flew out, and ſettled upon her; 
and no ſooner had it done fo, but it began to 
whiſtle, flutter'd with it's Wings, and cry'd, 
Kiſs me, kiſs me. You muſt own, it is a lovely 
Bird, ſaid ſhe; yes, my little Charmer, I am 
tranſported out of my Senſes, at having reco- 
vered thee. 
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Two whole Hours did ſhe ſpend in this Em- 
ployment, ſometimes fondling the pretty War- 
bler, and ſometimes expreſſing her Satisfaction 
to Du Lac: All this while, ſhe was fo much ta- 
ken up, with the Enjoyment of her Favourite, 
that ſhe ſcarce had Time, to caſt her Eyes upon 
the Gentleman who brought it. 


In the mean while, Du Lac took Advan- 
tage of her Abſence of Mind, and let his Eyes 
run over thoſe Beauties, of which her looſe 
Dreſs, ſometimes, gave him a Glimpſe. She per- 
ceived it, at laſt, and bluſhing, put herſelf a 
little to Rights; which done, ſhe view'd him 
with ſomewhat more Attention. He was very 
agreeable ; he had juſt done her a particular 
Service; and a Canary-Bird cannot take up 
all the Time of a pretty Woman. Du Lac 
was complaiſant; ſhe was not inſenſible; he 
informed her, how long he had been her Ado- 
rer; and even ventured, to put her in Remem- 
brance, of the Reward ſhe had promiſed, for the 
| Recovery of her Bird. He alſo gave her an Ac- 
count of his Eftate, and Family ; mentioned 
ſeveral Perſons who could confirm what he had 
advanced; and concluded, with aſſuring her, 
that if ſhe would not conſent to make him hap- 
py, it would coſt him his Life; but, then he 
was afraid, it might prove detrimental to her 


beloved Bird, 


The young Widow had Abundance of Wit; 
accordingly ſhe return'd Du Lac ſuch an An- 
ſer, as gave him no Cauſe to be-diffatisfy'd ; 
aſſuring him, he had begun too well, to be re- 
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paid with Ingratitude; adding, ſhe would think 
on what he had ſaid ; and begging him, in the 
mean while, to honour her with his Viſits, 


They parted then, mutually contented with 
each other ; and ſpent eight Days thus, without 
the Lady's explaining herſelf any farther, or 
Du Lac's daring to ſpeak to her again of his 
Views: He was atraid, (as it happens but too 
frequently) that Time might have taken off 
from the Value of his Service, | 


In the mean while, the three Lovers beſore- 
mentioned, who had made their Pretenſions to 
Madam Du Coudrai, began to be very uneaſy, at 
the agreeable Reception, Da Lac had met with 
at her Houſe, They were perfectly well acquain- 
ted with the Difficulty ſhe made, of giving Ad- 
mittance to any one; and could not forbear 


being apprehenſive, that ſhe had ſome ſecret 


Deſigns therein: This affarded them Room, to 
reſs the beauteous Widow, to come to ſome 
xplanation with them. 


At laſt, ſhe gave them an Invitation one 
Morning, to do her the Honour of viſiting her 
next Day; and being preſent at a Contract, 
wherein ſhe was nearly concerned. Hereupon, 
each of them, believing it was to make Choice 
of a Husband, and flattering himſelf he ſhould 
be the Man, made her his Compliments there- 
on ; Which ſhe received with = Wit, and 


Gayety, acknowledging their Conjectures were 
well grounded, 


The 
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The Unity, wherein theſe three Suitors li- 
ved together, was very remarkable, and un- 
common; the Follies of Youth no longer had 
any Influence over them : They each of them 
knew the Views, which brought them all to Ma- 
dam Du Coudrai's; and were agreed, between 
themſelves, not to prejudice each other in their 
Addreſſes; as alſo, to deſiſt from their reſpective 
Pretenſions, as ſoon as the Lady had pitch'd 
upon any one of them, 


In the mean while, as much in Love as they 
were, they had not been able, to forbear ral- 
lying the beauteous Widow, upon the Weak- 
neſs ſhe had ſhown, for the Loſs of her Bird. 
This was contradicting, and thwarting her Hu- 
mour a little too ſoon; and reminding her, that 
Matrimony was a Yoke, and a State of Subjec- 
tion; the Complaiſance of Du Lac, for the 
— Bird, had produced a quite different 


Canary Birds, at that time, were extremely 
ſcarce ; Du Lac had carried his Condeſcenſion 
to that Length, that he had even ſtudied the 
Inclination, and Diſtempers of that Kind of 
Birds: He was the firſt who had found the way 
to couple them together; and had written a 
Diſcourſe, which treated of their Nature, and 
the Manner how they were to be tended: It 
was no Wonder, then, that he could ſpend whole 
Hours in teaching, and making much of little 
Licky: Accordingly, his Complaiſance, and 
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Sweetneſs of Temper, gained the good Will, 
and Affection of Madam Du Coudrai. 


Next Day, being the Time appointed, and 
the Time ſo much deſired, the ſeveral Suitors 
met at the fair Widow's, at the Hour pitch/q 
upon; and a Lawyer entred, with a Contra 

ready drawn: Here, Madam, faid he, is the 
Writing you ordered; and a Blank is left, for 

the Name of your future Spouſe, whom I con- 
gratulate, with all my Heart, upon his approach- 
ing Happineſs, though I don't know him. 


Du Lac ſhudder'd, and turn'd pale, at theſe 
Words: When one is in Love, one is always 
under Dreads, and Apprehenſions; whereupon, 

the beauteous Widow conducted the Lawyer 
into her Cloſet, and returning ſoon after, with 
a ſprightly and chearful Air; Nothing now re- 
mains, faith ſhe, but to know whether he, to 
whom my Heart has given the Preference, 
continues {till in the ſame Mind, and to ſign 
it. | 


N 
a 
I 
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Ah! Madam, cryed the Lover, who was of 
the longeſt Standing, without conſidering that 
Seniority in Love, is not always the moſt aſſu- 
red Title ; can you doubt that your Choice 
will oecaſion the greateſt Tranſports in him? 
How much will he be flatter'd with this Pre- 
eminence ? And what ought he not to do to de- 
ſerve it? The other two Suitors expreſs'd them- 
ſelves pretty much in the ſame Manner; be- 
cauſe each of them depended greatly upon his 
own Merit. Vain and chimerical Hopes, the 
| Product 
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Product of meer ſelf Love! Du Lac alone tur- 
ned pale, and did not ſpeak a Word. 


Nothing can be more agreeable, and grate- 
ful to me, ſaid Madam Du Coudrai, than the ad- 
vantagious Opinion, you annex to the Poſſeſſion 
of my Perſon; but you, Sir, continued ſhe, 
addrefling herſelf to the amorous Du Lac, you 
ſay nothing; what am I to think thereof? Alas! 
cry'd he, to what a Ceremony am I invited ? 
What had I done to you, Madam, that you 
ſhould —— 


When you have once ſigned, purſued ſhe 
maliciouſly, you will have Time enough to vent 
all your Grief, What! Madam, reſumed he 
mournfully, would you oblige me to ſign my 
own Sentence? It muſt be fo, rejoined ſhe, in 
the ſame Tone, and if you refuſe me, it ſhall 
be for ever, 


Lovers often become Fools, through the 
Violence of their Paſſion ; and frequently loſe 
the Uſe of their Reaſon: Du Lac was in this 
very Situation; he ſigned the Contract there- 
fore, without being able to dive at all into this 
Myftery, which however, would have been 
none, in the leaſt, to any other, but himſelf, 
Madam du Coudrai, then ſigned laſt of all, 
and offering him her Cheek to kiſs ; you was 
in the right, cry'd ſhe, to ſay you was ſigning 
you own Sentence, when you ſubſcribed 2 

ame, at the Bottom of this Contract; ſince 
It 1 I have choſen to be my — 
am ſurprized, you was ſo long, without | 
{ing it, Nevertheleſs ——— 
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| Ah! Madam, ſaid the amorous Du Lt, 
| falling at her Knees, forgive my Diſtraction ef 
Mind; this unexpected Happineſs fills me 
with ſuch a perfect Joy: He could not utte; 
any more; the Exceſs of his Tranſports made 
him faulter in his Speech ; which, in Love Af. 
fairs, is not the worſt Way of expreſſing one; 
Paſſion, 


In the mean while, the other Suitors, quite 
| eonfounded at this Scene, withdrew, the one af. 
© - ter the other ; and left Du Lac fufficient time, 
| both to recover his Surprize ; and to teſtify hi 

Acknowledgment, to his Bride: Of both of which 
| he acquitted himfelf like a Man of Wit: He 
| was the more ſenſible of her Preference, x 
| he had not in the leaſt expected it. 


| Befides the Charms of the young Widow, 

| who had been married but a Year, to a rich 
Banker, {he had alſo a Hundred Thouſand 
Livres per Aunum; whereas Du Lac was not 
in ſuch affluent Circumſtances by far; inf 
much that one might ſay, he was equally fi- 
voured, both by Love and Fortune. 


Their Nuptials were celebrated a few Day 
after ; Du Lac continued always to be as com- 
plaiſant as before; and they paſs'd their Days 
in Happineſs and Tranquillity, All 
thoſe, who are Lovers of Canary- Bird, ought 
to bold his Name in Veneration ; it is to him 
=_— indebted, for theix being ſo common, 
2 ans at preſent, 


Bigand robs D'Ofilly. He gets acquainted. 


The Busy-Bopy. 131 | 


CHAP. IX. 


with @ Spaniſh Abbot. 


Made a Pauſe at this Place; and, obſerving 
that D'Oflly ſlept very ſoundly, ſtole my 7 
Hand under his Bolſter; and, having laid hold on 1 
his Breeches, took out the Keys; went into the ; 
Drefling-Room ; opened the Drawer, wherein 1 
I knew the Money was; ſeized upon it; made | 
the beſt of my Way out of his Room ; and In 

haften'd therewith to my Gatret; where I | 
waited, with the utmoſt Anxiety, 'till the Doors . 
of the Houſe ſhould be open. | ii 


Guilt is perpetually attended with Terror 
and Fear is the inſeparable Companian of Vil- 
lainy ; accordingly, I was under continual Ap- 
prehenſions, and long d impatiently for the Ser- 
vants to riſe, who had the Care of the Hor- 
ſes; that I might ſecure my felf, by Flight, 
from the Purſuit, which I was well affured, 
would not fail to be made after me. 155 


At laſt, I got away fortunately; but, with- * 
out Gears Ih. at Way to turn my ſelf: My 
e 
Refuge to ſome foreign Country; but T had 
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changed my Mind, upon conſidering, I ſhould 
not only, by ſo doing, run the Riſque of being 
ſeized upon the Road, but ſhould ſpend good 
Part of my Money; I reflected next, that, if! 
ſtaid at Paris, I ſhould be in Danger of being 
met; and, as for going into Service, or the 
Army, I loved my Liberty too well for that, 


I came at length to the Reſolution, to en- 
ter my ſelf into a Colleyg, and become an Ab. 
bot; there, ſaid I, within my ſelf, I ſhall be 
ſecure againſt all Events. My Money will not 
laſt always; I will betake my ſelf, therefore, 
again to my Studies; whereby I may be enabled, 
one Day, to enjoy a Benefice, which may 
give me Bread for the Remainder of my Life, 


J had undergone the Tonſure, when I was 
very young; and I believe, when my Father 
placed me in the Monaſtery beforementioned, 
he had ſome Deſign therein, though |.e had ne- 
ver let me know it; but, however that be, this 
Thought pleaſed me. In Effect, what State is 
more happy than that of an Abbot ? Being in- 


_ grafted, if we may uſe that Expreſſion, intoa 


venerable Body, he laughs at all Accidents; 
and muſt have very little Underſtanding, if he 
does not find ſome Means, to extricate himſelf 
from all Troubles. Let Fortune be but ſo fa- 
vourable to him, to help him to a Benefice, and 
behold him at his Eaſe at once. One may ſee 


Him, with a compoſed Air, frequenting the 


beſt Company; and his Title, of Monſieur 
— is faſhionable at all Times, and in al 


— 1he 
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The Habit of an Abbot, undoubtedly, is 
frequently worn by Perſons of Virtue and Me- 
rit; but, it is more frequently made a Cover 
for Wickedneſs, and Vice ; and ſerves to skreen 
the Diſſolute, from thoſe diſagreeable Accidents, 
with which irregular Courſes never fail to be 
attended. Being neither incumber'd with Wife, 
or Child, he is look'd upon every where as a 
Perſon of no Conſequence ; and enjoys all the 
Priviledges thereto belonging, in every Place: 
Add to this, that the Paſture of the Flock 
muſt be very poor indeed, if Monſicur L Abbe, 
has not all Things convenient, and in Plenty, 
All theſe Reflections made a conſiderable Im- 
preſſion upon me, and induced me to think, I 
could not take a better Courſe, 


Accordingly, I went directly to a Broker, 
who, in half an Hour, transformed me into a 
compleat Abbot, from Head to Foot. In this 
Habit I was one of the ſmarteſt little Fellows 
that could be ſeen; and my Hair, which fell 
down over my Shoulders, in long waving Curls, 
gave me a pretty dapper Air, which became 
me wonderfully, When I look'd in the Glaſs, 
I hardly knew my ſelf again, which diſpelled 
my Fears in a great Meaſure; and I reſolved to 
put it to the Tryal, how far my new Dreſs 
had diſguiſed me, 


I had nothing to fear, in making my Ap- 
pearance before my Father; it was almoſt im- 
poſlible he ſhould recollect me; and I had Oc- 
calion for the Teſtimonials, of my having un- 

| dergone 
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dergone the Tonſure, which were in his Cu- 
ſtody; wherefore, I reſolved to get them from 
him, under ſome plauſible Pretence. I took 
a Hackney-Coach, then, and directing him to 
the Street, where my Father lived, call'd out 
to him to ſtop within two Doors of the Houle; 
and enquir'd, as if I had been a Stranger there- 
to, which was the Sieur Bigand's t 


At this Queſtion, a great Girl, whom! 
knew to be my Siſter, ran out; and, deſiring 
the Coachman to drive forward a little, faid 
her Father was above Stairs; but ſhe would go 
and tell him he was wanted, and he would be 
with me in a Minute. She then intreated me 
to alight, and walk into a Parlour ; but I begged 
to be excuſed, as having but a very ſhort Time 
to ſtay ; and added, that I had but one Word to 
fay to him. 


In the mean while, my Father arrived, and! 
made him get up into the Coach; he did ſo, 
without having the leaſt Notion, he had ever 
ſeen me before; however, as much inclined 2 
I was to diſorderly and looſe Courſes, I felt 
Nature work within me, at that Juncture; 
had a ſecret Pleaſure, in enjoying again the 
Sight of that dear Parent; and that Pleaſure 
was without Ally. 


Have you heard any News lately, Sir, ſaid I, 
of your Son? Do you know what is become of 
him ? I hear he has made his Eſcape, Sir, an- 
ſwer d he, from the Monaſtery, wherein I had 
- placed him, for Fear of having him killed; 
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of which he was every Day, in Danger, whilſt 
at Home, on account of a curſed Curioſity, 
wherewith he is poſſeſs d, of diving into every 
Thing that paſſes, Word was ſent me, two 
Months ago, that a fad Scoundrel, who had 
been confined in the ſame Houſe, on Account 
of ſome of his wicked Pranks, had debauched 
him; and that they had both betaken them- 
ſelves to Flight together : Since that Time, I 
have not heard a Syllable of him. 


But, pray, might I preſume to ask, Sir, 
continued he, how my Son comes to have the 
Honour to be known to you-? It is very eaſy, 
aid I, to ſatisfy you upon that Head; I belo 
to a Biſhop, to whom young Bigand has fle 
for Refuge. He is a Lad of Wit; my Lord 
has taken a Fancy to him, and has a mind to 
advance him ; probably, it may not be long, 
before he gives him a Benefice: Your Son 
having informed his Lordſhip, that he under - 
went the Tonſure betimes, and his Lordſhip 
being deſirous, of ſeeing his Teſtimonials, re- 
lating thereto, 


Bigand durſt not venture himſelf to fetch 
them, for fear you ſhould uſe him ill; I had 
Orders, therefore, from the good Prelate, to 
come in his Stead ; and to tell you, he intends to 
take care of your Son, for the future ; and, 
perhaps, you may ſce him, one Day, in a proſ- 
perous Condition, 


Heaven grant it, num d my Father, with 
a Sigh; and give him the Grace, why 


1 
I. 
| 

| 

| 
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more prudent, than he has been hitherto: In 
the mean while, notwithſtanding all his Faults, 
which, I am one of the firſt to confeſs; I can't 
forbear owning he has ſome good Qualities. He 
is in good Hands, at preſent; and what you 
have juſt inform'd me, Sir, affords me abun- 
dance of Comfort: I am going directly to 
look for the Teſtimonials you deſire, and, if 
you would alight, in the mean while, and 
drink a Glaſs of Wine, you would oblige me 
infinitely. 


I return you many Thanks, Sir, anſwer'd 
I; but, as I am in haſte, you would do me a 
great Pleaſure, in being as expeditious as poſ- 
ſible: Hereupon, away went my good Father, 
and within a few Minutes, returned with the 
Teſtimonials in Queſtion : He was accompa- 
nied by my Mother, whom, undoubtedly, he 
had acquainted, with what he had heard from 
me. | 


The Coach-Door was ſhut, and I put out 
my Head, both to receive the Papers, and to 
have the Pleaſure of obſerving her, who had 
brought me into the World; my Siſter was, 
likewiſe, with her; and had in her Arms, 
a little Brother, who had been born ſince my 
Abſence. I view'd them all attentively ; whilf 
my Mother, like a Woman, that is to ſay, 
very inquiſitive, ask'd me a hundred Queſtions 
about my felt; and amongſt the reſt, deſired 
to know, whether ſhe might not hope, to 
have a Sight of me, in a little Time, 
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All this while, ſhe kept her Eyes immove- 
ably fix'd upon me; and Nature, no Doubr, 
co-operating, within her, with thoſe Features 
which ſhe began to recollect, ſhe clapt her 
Hands, on a ſudden ; and turning to her Huſ- 
band, Ah, Bigand, what do I ſee, ſaid ſhe ? 
'Tis our Son himſelf! No ſooner did I hear 
theſe Words, than I put my Head out at the 
other Door, and order'd the Coachman to 
drive on. 


He had received his Inſtructions before- 
hand; for, I had foreſeen, and provided againſt, 
all that might poſſibly happen; accordingly, 
the Horſes beginning to gallop; yes, my dear 
Father, yes, my dear Mother, cry'd I, as the 
Coach drove away, I am your Son, and ſhall 
always tenderly love you. 


As ſoon as I was got at ſome Diſtance, I 
put my Head again out of the Coach, to obſerve 
whether I was followed ; and perceived them 
both at the Door, ſtanding ſtill in the ſame 
Poſture, wherein I had left them. They 
ſeemed perfectly motionleſs; my Mother ſtand- 
ing with her Arms ſtretch'd out, and my Fa- 
ther, with his Hand upon his Forehead, as if 
buried in a profound Study, 


At laſt, my Mother ſtarted, on a ſudden, from 
her Place, and began to purſue after me ; but I 
call'd out to the Coachman to put on, and 
turn down the firſt croſs Street he came to, 
wherein I» was punctually obey'd. Soon —_ 


138 The Busy-Body. 


I arrived at the Place de 3 paid my 
Coachman very liberally; and getting into 
another, ordered it to drive to the Collepe 
de P ; Where, having deſired to ſpeak 
with the Preſident, by the Help of my Teſti 
monials, and my Money, I was admitted that 
Inſtant. | | 


Pretending, afterwards, to go and fetch my 
Things, I went to a Trunkmaker's, and bought 
me a Portmanteau; which having filled with 
another black Suit, and what other Neceſlaries 
I wanted, all my Implements were got ready 
by Noon ; and I returned with great Joy to the 
College, equipp'd like a young Nobleman, 


Scarce had I been a Week in this new Abode, 
before I was acquainted with all the Ways of 
the Place: Amongſt the reſt of the Students 
who were there, I had taken particular No- 
tice of one, whoſe ſwarthy Complexion, and 
profound Melancholy, excited in me a pro- 
digious Curioſity, to dive into his Affairs. 


He did not make one Motion, which wa 
not accompanied with the moſt penſive Air, 
and the moſt gloomy Sadneſs: He ſeemed to 
be about thirty Years of Age; and through 
all his Sorrow, one might perceive, his Aſpect 
to have been one of the moſt ſweet, and 
agreeable, when his Mind was av Eaſe, I had 
a Fellow-fecling with him in his AMiRions; 
without being able to divine the Cauſe : We 
olten take a Liking to Perſons, without _—_ 

a 
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my able to aſſign any other Reaſon for it than Sym- 
— pathy, or Caprice. 

ege 

eak One Day as he was walking alone, which 
ſti- he uſually did, I follow'd him at a little Di- 
hat ſtance, with a Book in my Hand; he ſat him 


down in a green Arbour, upon which, I turn- 
ed down another Walk, and ſtealing unob- 
ſerved, juſt behind it, ſaw him pull a Letter 
out of his Pocket; read it; ſigh, as if his 
Heart would have broken; and then fall into 
a very deep Study. Some body approaching, 
ſoon after, he got = to avoid him; in the 
Diſtraction of his Mind, he forgot his Let- 
ter, which I pick'd up; and, as ſoon as I 
was alone, read therein, as follows 


LETTER. 


ind T has not been without the greateſt Difficulty, 
to- my dear Carlos, that I have at YU; 225 out 

the Place of your Retirement: Fudge my Amaze- 

ment, when I heard the Jurprizing News. Theſe 
/ wohole Months, have 1 cauſed Search to be 
ir, made after you every where ; how many Tears 
to i Have you coft me! and how dear have you made 
gh ne pay, for the innocent Victory, I gain d over 
ect yu! Without a Miracle, I ſhould neuer haue 
nd found you again. Come, dear Carlos, and re- 
ad WY fore me to that Tranguillity, of which your Ab- 
's; ace has deprived me. I wait for you at Ma- 
Ve dam de Pallies, and have a hundred things ta 
no // io you, as well as the moſt agreeable News to 


le tell you, 
This 
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This Letter ſeemed to me very moving, 
and I could have heartily wiſh'd, to have 
known the Story, that gave Occaſion thereto, 
The Name of Carlos pleaſed me very much; 
J had read divers Romances and Novels; aud 
hke many others, had taken a Liking to the 
Intrigues of the Spaniſp Nation; but knew not 
which way to manage, to procure myſelf that 
Satisfaction. 


I was going to rack my Brains, by ſtudying 
to what Means I ſhould have Recourſe; when 
I ſaw, from my Window, the penſive Spaniard, 
feeling in all his Pockets, and looking up and 
down in every Place where he had been. He 
ſeemed in the utmoſt Uneaſineſs; and I did not 
at all doubt, but the Loſs of his Letter, was 
the Occaſion thereof; wherefore, I reſolved 
to lay hold on this Opportunity, to gain his 
Confidence ; and waited for him, in the Way, 
by which he muſt neceſſarily paſs, 


As the Diſorder of his Mind, was viſibly 
painted in his Face, and he was all over ina 
Sweat ; I took the Liberty to ask him, what 
was the Cauſe of his Trouble : Nothing at all, 
Sir, ſaid he, in a low Voice; I am obliged to 
you, however, for the Share you are pleaſed 
to take, in what relates to me, I do, indeed, 
concern myſelf therein, more than you ima- 
gine, cry'd I; and it is not to Day alone, that! 
have devoted myſelf to your Service ; had you 
but any Confidence in me, I might, perhaps, 
extricate you from your preſent Uneaſineſfs. 

return 
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return you many Thanks, anſwered he; but 
J have no manner of Occaſion. 


] ſha!l not pretend to _contradi you, ſince 
you will have it fo, reply'd I, interrupting 
him, and making as if I would have gone a- 
way; but, I thought that you might have loſt 
ſomewhat ; and I might have been able to give 
you ſome Account of it, Ah! Sir, what is it 
you ſay, cry'd he, interrupting me haſtily ? Ts 
it poſſible, you ſhould have found a Letter, 
which I had forgetfully left behind me? If that 
be the Caſe, Iam eaſy ; for I muſt confeſs to 
you, it is of the utmoft Importance to me. 
Let us go into my Chamber, reſumed I ; we 
ſhall there be more at Liberty, to diſcourſe 
without being obſerved, and without Interrup- 
tion, 


As ſoon 7s the Door was ſhut, I deliver'd 
him back his Letter; I am over-joy'd, faid I, 
that it fell into my Hands; I am not given to 
Tattling ; and ſhall take Care, not to mention 
a Word of what it contains; for, in this 
Country, they ſeem not to make a jeſting 
Matter, even of the moſt innocent Inclination, 


It is very true, Sir, anſwer'd he; I cannot 
ſufficiently extol my good Fortune, in find- 
ing, that Part of my deareſt Secrets, have hap- 
pened into the Power, of a Man of fo much 
Honour as yourſelf; and, I- believe, I may 
rely very juſtly upon your Diſcretion. Of 
that I will aſſure you, replied I; and ſhould 
think myſelf very happy, were you but fully 


per- 
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perſuaded of it: The Bell, which rung ſor 
Lectures, interrupted us, in the midſt of theſe 
Compliments; and obliged us to part, after 
having promiſed to meet again, in the ſame 
Place, when they were finiſhed, 


* 


CHAP. X. 


The Story of the Spaniard. He loſes his 
whole Eſtate, and his Miſtreſs, at one 
Game at Cheſs. 


ECTURES being over, Carlis and I 

return'd again to my Chamber ; where 
we no ſooner arrived, and ſeated, than he ad- 
drefs'd me in the following Terms. 


You are the only one, Sir, ſaid he, whom 
| have judged to be Maſter of ſufficient Pru- 
dence, and Diſcretion ; and for whom I have 
had ſufficient Regard, to make the Depo- 
ſitory of my Secrets, by relating to you my 
Adventures. They are ſo very remarkable, 
and I have behaved myſelf ſo extremely raſh, 
and inconſiderate, in ſome Reſpects, that I 
am much afraid, the Recital of them, will de- 
priye me of that little Eſteem, wherewith you 
ſeem prepoſleſs'd in my Behalf : In Effect, the 
only Fayour you can poſſibly confer on me, 
will be to look upon me, on fome Occaſions, 
% a Mad-Man; and, I inform you before- 
hand, I ſhall not take it at all amiſs of you. 


Do me more Juſtice, cry'd I, interrupti 
kim; and do — — Ba of — 
taining 


and ready to ſympathize with you, in your 


Experience, not to be ſevere upon others, for 


maintained my Superiority every where: At 
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taining any ſuch Imagination: On the con- 
trary, you will find me very compaſſionate, 


Misfortunes; for | have learnt, by my own 


thoſe Weakneſſes, into which human Frailty 
makes us fall ſo frequently, You give me the 
great Encouragement, reſumed he, and I ſhal of t 
be able to begin my Relation, with the leß WM"? 
Confuſion. ten 


I am the Son of a Spaniſb Nobleman ; who be 
was not only of one of the moſt Illuſtriou WM”? 
Families in the Kingdom, but was alſo the 0 
greateſt Cheſs-Player in all Spain; and ac- 
knowledged as ſuch, by all the Countries ad- 
jacent. He lived at Toledo; and has Twenty Ml 
Times travelPd a Hundred Leagues, to meet © 


with a Competitor, of equal Reputation with WW ”" 


himſelf. th 


He taught me the Game, in the very be. 
ginning of my Youth; Fatal Skill! Vain A- 


muſement! I ſucceeded my Father in his Re- © 
nown ; and ſeveral Heroes of the Cheſs-Board, C 
did me Honour to come and attack me ; but . 


I conquer'd them all: I grew proud thereof; 
and the Love I had for this Game, was in- ** 
creas'd by my frequent Triumphs ; till, at laſt, 
it proceeded fo far; that I travell'd all Eure © 
over, in ſearch of Antagoniſts. I went through 
Italy, Portugal, Germany, and Holland; and MI * 


laſt, I came to Paris; fully reſolved, never t 


to play more, in my Days, if I could not — 


Con. 
nate, 
your 
Own 


„ for 
railty 
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ere an Adverſary, of equal Skill with my- 
elf, 


Not one of thoſe, who valued themſelves 
moſt, upon their Knowledge of this Game, 
durſt try their Strength againſt mine; indeed, 
the prodigious Sum, to be ſtaked upon the Iſſue 
of the Game, was terrifying ; the Hazard was 
no leſs, than that of being ruined, to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes; the Eſtate of the one, or 
the other, muſt have gone to Wreck; and 
they were to be render'd equal, (if they were 
not ſo otherwiſe) by the Bets of thoſe, who 
would back the reſpective Gameſters. 


My Income had been exceſſively increas'd 
within Ten Years; I had ruined Twenty-T wo 
conſiderable Families; and was look'd upon 
in this Kingdom, with Eyes of Admiration ; 
the Figure, I have always made here, contri- 
bating, no doubt, not a little thereto, 


At an Entertainment I gave, in the Coun- 
try, I became acquainted with Madam de 
C 3 and fell paſſionately in Love with 
Mademoiſe:le, her Daughter. I was ſome time 
before I diſcloſed it to her ; but, at laſt, I ven-' 
tured to run the Hazard. I had no Reaſon to 
be diſſatisfied with her Anſwer ; ſhe did not 
expreſs any Diſlike to me ; but, .indeed, ſhe. 
told me, .ſhe had formed to herſelf ſuch a No- 
tion of Marriage, that ſhe would never have 
any Man, till ſhe had made Tryal of him, in 
that very Point, which, ſhe imagined, would 
moſt ſenſibly touch __ 
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I aſſured her, ſhe might put me to all Man. 
ner of Teſts; and, that my dentiments, fur 
her, were ſo pure, and yet fo paflionate, that 
J dutſt defy all the Lovers in the Univerſe, tg 
adore her with more Ardour. Pei ſons in Love 
ſaid ſhe, promiſe great Matters; we ſhall {e 
in Time, whether you will be able to make 
good, what you have advanced: Thus did ſeye. 
ral Months paſs on, without any Thing extra. 
erdinary bappening, to diſturb my Tranquility, 


My adorable Miſtreſs was a great Lover of 
Cheſs ; and uſed frequently to play, with a cer. 
tain Abbot, whom a little Superiority over her 
in Skill, rendred haughty and vain. They 
play'd together every Day ; and he continually 
heap'd Victory on Victory, which nettled her 
to the very Quick; nevertheleſs, I had never 
been able to prevail on myſelf, to teach her 
this Game. She had always, indeed, had ſo much 
Regard for me, never to mention one Word of 


it to me; and they had ſo much Deference for 


me, in all the Houſes wherever I came, to 


lock up the Cheſs-Boards, as ſoon as I ap- 
peared, 


In Effect, it was well known, that I had decla- 
red againſt it; and had made it a Law to my ſelf, 
to avoid for the future, all Occaſions of playing 
atit. But, how vain are all Reſolutions, when 
Love pleads to the contrary ! I pitied the Mor- 
tification this Abbot continually gave Madenui- 


falle de Comme, be did not ſhew ber any 
Manner 
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Manner of Complaiſance; but, in ſeven or 
eight Moves, generally won the Game, 


One Day, when ſhe had loſt three together, 
notwithſtanding his having added two Rooks, 
to the Odds he before uſed to give her, ſhe 
emed to me ſo heartily grieved thereat, that 

ing to her Mother, order your Daughter to 
ecard hither, Madam ſaid I, ſmiling; I will 
teach her, once for all, to beat the haughty 
Abbot, to all Intents and Purpoſes, 


How good you are, cryed the Lady] You 
are a going to reſtore her to Life, However, 
Sir, continued ſhe, don't attempt it, if it will 
give you any Uneaſineſs. No, Madam, an- 
ſwer'd I, one can do Things for you, and for 
Mademoiſelle de C , which one would not 
conſent to, on any other Conſideration, 


She was ſenſibly touch'd at this Complimentg 
and ſoon after, her Daughter entred, with a 

nſive and melancholy Air. Quit that gloomy 
1 Mademojſelle, ſaid I, chearfully, I will 
enable you, for the future, to get rid of it; 
for it will impair your Health too much, and 
that is too dear to me, Having thus ſaid, I 
called for a Cheſs-Board; and her Countenance 
appeared quite different, as ſoon as it was 
brought in. Her Mother had acquainted her 
with my Deſign; and ſhe took fo great a Plea- 
ſure before-hand, in imagining, ſhe ſhould 
ſoon triumph over the inſolent Abbot, that it 


was impoſſible for me to pleaſe her, in a more 
ſeaſible Manner, ; 


H 2 I 


148 The Busv-Bobpy,. 


1 began then, from that very Day, to teach 
ther thoſe great Moves, which are invitable 
when one is a Stranger to them; ſhe was eight 
Days together without playing, upon different 
'Pretences; at laſt, being armed with my Inftruc- 
tions, ſhe accepted with a timorous Air, the 
proud Challenge, given her by the Abbot, to 


lay with him. 


He offered to give her the Queen, but ſhe 
anſwered ſhe would play with him even handed; 
for, whenever he gave her any Advantage, it 
brought her ill Luck. With all my Heart, an- 
ſwered he, with a bantering Air; the Game 
will be ended the ſooner. 


Accordingly the Game began, and the Eyes of 
my dear Lrnette, (that was the Name I had 
given my lovely Miſtreſs,) ſparkled with Joy: 
T had promiſed her, that the Abbot ſhould ne- 
ver beat her in his Days. She ſaw the Proof 
thereof with Tranſport ; he was mated in half a 
Dozen Moves; he imagined, however, that this 
was owing to Chance. They proceeded then to 
a ſecond ; and ſhe ſerved him the ſame Sauce: 
The third quite confounded him, and ſtruck him 
motionleſs; in ſhort, he grew nettled thereat, 
and loſt ſix, one after another. At laſt, quite 
exaſperated, at ſeeing himſelf always treated 
in the fame Manner, he overturned the Cheſs- 
Board, grumbling horribly; and ſaid, it was eaſy 
to perceive, that Perſons of Quality no longer 
Zegarded their Words. * 
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It was no hard Matter, to know at whom 


5 he aim'd that Reproach; however, I valued it 
ht not of a Stra w, being ſufficiently comforted fox it, 
he by the Joy it had given the charming Linette, 
: & which exceeded all Imagination, Well, my 
he dear Mother, ſaid ſhe, is not Monſ. L' Abbe very 
* filly ! He is indeed, in a terrible Paſſion, cry'd 

Madam de C-; I can hardly contain myſelf 


for Joy, reſumed Mademoiſelle, her Daughter; 
he how tranſported am I, at having thus morti- 
fy'd him] He had always ſome taunting Word, 


4 or other, ready, to mortify me with. 

0 Theſe Raptures of my lovely Charmer, gave 
me ſo much Pleaſure, that I reſolved to make 
her a perfect Miſtreſs of the Game; ſhe im+ 

of proved therein to a. Miracle; and, I am per- 

id ſuaded, had I continued my Leſſons to her, 

1 ſhe might even have been able, in Time, to 

4 have been too hard for me myſelf : But the 

of Misfortune, that beſell me, within a few Days 

bL after, deprived me of this Satisfaction. Had. 

* this been the Caſe, I might have flatter'd my- 

* ſelf with the Thought, that none, but the ab- 

ſolute Miſtreſs of my Heart, had been able to 

* triumph over my Skill; and that I myſelf had 
been the only Maſter, who could have 

* taught 

te ght any one to conquer me. 

Mean while, the Complaiſance, I had always 

ly ſhown for the dear Object of my Affections, 

4 had entirely gained her Heart; ſhe had con- 
tels'd as much ſincerely to me; and this was what 

It I waited for, in Order to make a Demand of 


her in Marriage, I did ſo; and met not with 
H 3 any 
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any Repulſe; on the contrary, Madam de C 
received the Propoſal very graciouſly, 


The Writings were drawn; and the Nuptial 
Ceremony was to have been performed, within 
three Days, with the utmoſt Splendows when 
a moſt cruel, and unheard of Turn of For. 
tune, quite deſtroy'd all my Happineſs, and 
plung'd me into an Abyſs of Miſery, 


Here a Flood of Tears, ſtream'd down the 
Cheeks, of the diſconſolate Abbot; and he was 
forced to pauſe a while, to recover himſelf; after 
which he went on as follows : The Morning, 
before the Day, which was to have render'd me 
the moſt fortunate of Mankind, a Letter was 
brought to me, juſt as I was getting up; the 
Contents of which, are ſo ftrongly imprinted 
on my Memory, that I ſhall be able, all my 
Life, to repeat it, Word for Word, in the 
Terms in which it was couch'd, 


LEITER. 


FA Have been credibly informed, Sir, that yu 
have never been conquer'd at Cheſs; and! 
have been aſpiring, theſe fix Mouths, at the He- 
nour of beating you, at the Hazard of lfing all 
that is moſt dear to me in this World, my Eſtate, 
and my Miſtreſs. My Fortune is equal to yours, 
mo Difficulty can * 1 therefore, upon that 
Account; and my Miſtreſs is the ſame as yours, 
A is reported, that you are upon the Point of being 
married to her, if that be the Caſe, 1 forwarn 
50 
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jeu, that you ſhall not be the peaceable Poſſeſſor © 
her; far, before the Nuptial Torch is lighted, it 
hall be dy d, either in your Blood, or in my own. 
Only the winning of one Game, — — you, in 
the quiet Enjoyment of that Treaſure ; conſider, 
whether you will accept the Challenge on theſe 
Conditions. TI wait your Anſwer ; one ſhall call 
for it in two Hours; I was willing to allow you 
that Time, to reflect upon it. In Caſe you have 
the Reſolution, to accept this Challenge, you hade 
nothing to do but to appoint the Place; I will come 
thither masked ; ſhould you happen to be Conqueror, 


ter [will not be ſo far mortify'd, to be known by you, 
ng, „r the Perſon vanquiſhed. 
WH This Letter occaſioned a cruel Conflict in 


the WI my Breaſt; at any other Time, I ſhould have de- 
ted fired no better than to have made ſuch a Match; 
my but now I was at a Loſs, what Courſe I ought 
the fo take. How cutting and difficult, it is, to 
defend one's ſelf againſt an Inclination, that is 
deeply rooted in one's Heart! Whilſt Iwas un- 
der this uneaſy Agitation, and in Suſpenſe 
what to do, the Meſf r, of this new Hero 
of the Cheſs-Board, returned; I was obliged, 
yu therefore, to come to a Reſolution, which I 
1d 1 did accordingly, and wrote him, the following 
Ho- Anſwer. 


— ³˙ :p —— — 
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LETTER. 


7 Am very ready to play with you, for all I un 
worth, but can, by no means, flake, what 
docs not belong to me. 


CARLO; 


Hereupon, I received a ſecond Letter, in 
about an Hour after; wherein the Unknown 
- acquainted me; that, ſince I had refuſed ac. 
eepting, his Challenge, he was going to ſet out 
from Paris; but, that I muſt not take it ill, 
when he publiſh'd it, in the different Countries, 
through which he was about to travel, in 
Search of ſreſh Conqueſts, that I had not dared 
to play with him ; and had, thereby, acknoy- 
ledged myſelf, not to be a Match for him; 
adding, that he had only propoſed ſtaking the 
beauteous Linette, in order to oblige me, to 
deſiſt from my Pretenſions to her, in caſe l 
fhould be overcome: Having thus premiſech 
he allowed me half an Hour, to determine, 
whether I would engage with him, or not. 


Ir is to no. purpoſe to write, faid I to the 
Bearer of the Letter, heartily nettled at the 
Vanity, of the Perſon who had ſent it ; you 
need only tell, my preſumptuous and haughty 
Adverſary, that I accept his Challenge; and 
he has nothing to do, but ta be at the —— Cot- 
ſee - Houſe; he will find me there, up one 
Pair of Stairs, at three o'Clock pieciſely. 


Accord- 
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Accordingly, I went thither, at the Time 
appointed, with the greateſt Diſcompoſure of 
Mind; to which, no Doubt, was, in a great 
% WW Meaſure, owing, the terrible Cataſtrophe that 
enſued, A Cheſs- Board was prepared; and 
my Proud Adverſary appeared, ſoon after, in 


o i Mask ; and attended only by the Perſon, who 

had brought me the Letters. He ſpoke not a 
 " Word, but, having barely ſaluted me, at 
* his Entrance into the Room, placed himſelf, 
* without farther Ceremony, at the Table, 


whercon the Cheſs- Board was ſet. 


Ties I could ſee nothing of him, but his Eyes, 
which ſeem'd to me very fine ; Chance favour- 


* ed him with the Advantage of the Move; but 
_ my paſs'd Triumphs made me deſpiſe that trt- 
* fling good Fortune, The Game was pretty 
＋ long, and ſeemed to declare for me, at the f 


Beginning ; but, two Pawns having been forced | 

iſe [ k | 

4, tom me, put me into a little Confuſion, My 
Antagoniſt took Advantage of my Concern, | 

and preſs'd hard upon me; I had Recourſe to 

all the Maſter-Strokes of the Game; and, al- 

the eady thinking myſelf ſure of the Victory, had | 

my Hand up, to make the deciſive Move; | 


" when a curſed Pawn, which lay concealed 
he behind a Rook, made me Check-mate, with- 
and out Mercy. 

jor Gueſs my Confuſion, Rage, and Anguiſn! 


It was the firſt Time I had ever been con- 
quered ; accordingly, I was ſome Time ſpeech- 
r4. leb, being Thunder-ſtruck, at the Greatueſs of 
| Hs my, 
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my Loſs; and, eſpecially, at that of my Mi. 
ſtreſs, who was much dearer to me, than eve- 
ry Thing beſides; though the Ruin, of the 


prodigious Reputation, I had acquired, touch 
me very ſenſibly, However, riſing up, at laſt, 
and recovering myſelf, as well = could, all 
I have is yours, faid I; my Steward ſha be 
here, in an Hour, at fartheſt, to receive your 
Inſtructions; farewel, I no longer diſpute you 
any Thing. Having thus ſpoken, I haſten'd 
away; in vain did he call me back; I had 
already got at a good Diſtance; and hurried 
Home, oves-whelmed with Rage, and Sor- 
row. 


Being arrived there, I made an abſolute 
Conveyance, of all my Effects, over to my 
Adverſary; leaving a Blank for his Name, 
as had been previouſly agreed, by Proxy, be- 
tween us; an Eſtimate having been before 
taken of our Fortunes, for that Purpoſe ; and 
ſufficient Security given, on both Sides, (as! 
ought before to have obſerved) for the Pe- 
formance of Articles. 


This done, I ſent my Steward, therewith, 
to the Coffee-Houfe before-mentioned ; and 
quitting my own Hotel, took an indifferent 
Lodging, in a remote Part of the Town; then, 
having provided myſelf, with the Habit you 
fee me now wear, and all Things ſuitable there- 


to, with what Money I had about me, 2 
mounting to about ten thouſand Livres in 
Gold, which, fartunately, was not included in 
the Eſtimate, I forſook the World; and, 

changing 
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changing my Name, came to take Refuge here; 
having given at my Entrance, allthe Remainder 
of the Money, I had reſerved to my ſelf. 


Here, ever ſince, I have led a melancholy, 
and languiſhing Life; not having been able, 
as yet, to forget my Misfortunes ; and being 
continually haunted, with the Idea of the 
beauteous Linette. 


I had however, within my ſelf, in Point of 
Honour derermined, to perſiſt in my Reſolu- 
tion; hoping, continually, that Time would 
diſpel, the melancholy, and cutting Reflections, 
that diſturb the Tranquillity of my Soul; but 
this Letter, which I have but juſt received, 
has quite render'd fruitleſs, all my Efforts, to 
compoſe my Mind ; and, having made me 
ſenſible, I ſtill love, more than ever, has 
plunged me into ſuch a Perplexity, that I no 
longer know, what Courſe to take. 


He CHAP, 
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CHA P; XI to 


Don Carlos veviſits his Miſtreſs ; v W in 
proves.to be the Antagoniſt, with whon pr 
be had engaged, The Means uſed by the ſel 
Fair Linette, to find out. the Place of ber 

* Lover's Retirement ;. and the ſurpri- . 

| Zinne Manner, by which. ſhe came at 

ihe Knowledge thereof. 2 


H E Concluſion of this Story, not only ba 
7 ſeemed to me very extraordinary, but th 
infinitely moving and affecting; and I ſympa- pe 
thized ſincerely, with Den Carlos, in his Miſ- tu 
fortunes: Upon mature Conſideration, how- 
ever, and weighing all the Circumſtances, 
before related, methought, I perceived a Ray ſu 
of Hope, which gave me Room to flatter Wh M 
myſelf, that Things, in the End, would take ye 
a favourable Turn; and 1 began, more than w 
half, to ſuſpect, what would be the Iſſue, of P. 
ſo ſingular an Adventure, ta 


-. Hereupon, will you give me Leave, Sir, MW » 
aid I, to the diſconſdlate Spaniard, to tell MW fir 
you my Sentiments freely? But, firſt, let me y« 
ask you, do you like the retired State, upon 
which, you have now enter'd ? 
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1 muſt confeſs to you, ſincerely, anſwered 
Carlis, that it is far from being agreeable to 
me; neither can I bring - myſelf, by an 
Means, to put a good Face, upon a Courſe 
of Life, ſo widely different, from that I uſed 
to lead formerly; inſomuch, that nothing, 
but the Principles of that holy Religion, where- 
in I have been carefully educated, could have 
prevented, my laying violent Hands upon my- 
ſelf, 


Very well! reſumed J, ſince that is the 
Caſe, you muſt leave this Houſe; and not 
render all your Days miſerable, for any hu- 
man Conſiderations. It cannot be, my dear 
Abbot, rejoined Don Carlos; how would you 
have a Man, who has always, till now, lived in 
the greateſt Splendour and Magnificence, ap- 
pear again in the World, when his whole For- 
tune is gone ? 


Is this the only LINE that detains you, an- 
ſwered Il? And, ſuppoling you could again be 
Maſter of a plentiful Eſtate, and could find 
your Miſtreſs ſtill diſengaged, and faithful, 
would you not return into the World, with 
Pleaſure ? - You ſigh, continued I, that is a 
tacit Confeſſion; let us be gone; my Heart 
foretels me a thouſand favourable Things, that 
will reſult, from your making the Viſit de- 
lired of you: Suffer me to go along with 
you, 


5 What 
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What is it you propoſe to me, cry'd Carlu, 
interrupting me ? Are not you building Caſtles 
in the Air? For, ſuppoſing, even, that the 
beauteous Linette, ſhould be ready to give me 
her Hand, deſtitute, and ſtript of all, as I am; 
do you imagine, her Mother would conſent 
thereto, when ſhe finds me irretrievably un- 
done, and paſt all Hopes? Very well, let the 
worſt come to the worſt, refumed I, let us 
go; happen what will of it, we can but re- 
turn hither. 


And do you, then, think it nothing, an- 
ſwer'd Carlos, interrupting me briskly, to be- 
hold Mademoiſelle De C once more, and 
to leave her again afterwards, for ever? Q 
Heavens! One may perceive plainly, you have 
never known, what it is to be in Love: Six 
Months have I endeavoured, to baniſh the Idea, 
of that charming Lady from my Remem- 
brance, and ſtill is ſhe abſolute Sovereign of 
my Heart ; judge, then, the Hazard I ſhould 
run, in beholding again her beauteous Eyes, 


ww. my nere . 2 


However, continued he, do me the Favour, 
to go thither, in my Stead; go, my dear Ab- 
bot; tell her, I ſhall never forget her; and, 
that, had I loved her leſs, I ſhould not have ſa- 
crificed myſelf, in the Manner I have done: 
Aſſure her, alſo, I ſhall always ſhare greatly, 
in whatever relates to her Welfare, Having 

thus ſaid, he gave me Directions where to 
find her; embraced me cordially ; and with- 

drew, with Tears in his Eyes. 
Having 
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Having called a Coach, and got therein, I 
began, again, to recollect, all the Circumftan- 
ces, of this extraordinary Adventure; and, 
rightly judging, that I could ſee through the 
. 5 Myſtery, arrived, with Confidence, at 
the Houſe, to which I had been directed. On 
my alighting out of the Coach, I ſaw a yr 
Lady, at a Window, whom, by a ſudden 
Tranſport of Joy, ſhe expreſs'd at the Sight of 
me, I imagined to be the lovely Linette. As 
ſoon as I was at the Stair-Head, ſhe ran to- 
wards me, with open Arms; when, being 
come near me, and perceiving her Miſtake, 
ſhe ſtept back, and cry'd out, O Heavens! 
it is not Don Carlos. 


Hereupon, compoſe yourſelf, a little, Ma- 
dam, faid I; though i am not Don Carlos, 
I am come from him, and am his ſecond- 
ſelf ; in ſhort, you may repoſe an entire Con- 
fidence in me; having thus faid, I delivered 
her the Letter ſhe had written, as a Proof of 
what I had advanced. 


But, why does he not come himſelf, reſu- 
med ſhe? Has he forgotten me? What am I 
to think, of the little Impatience he ſhews, to 
ſee me again? He has abandoned, and re- 
nounced me; will he add, to that Offence, 
this ſecond, of refuſing to return, though in- 
vited thereto, by the tender Over-flowings, of 
my tranſported Heart ? His Abſence was very 
bo Co l fatal to me; m Sorrow, for ha- 

wi the innocent thereof, had 
ame 


— 
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almoſt coſt me my Life : How can the un- 
grateful Wretch, ever repay me, for all the 
numberleſs Tears, he has made me ſhed ? 


She utter'd all this, with ſo much Earneſt- 
neſs, that I had never, yet, had an Opportu- 
tunity of anſwering her ; and I was juſt pre. 
paring to do it, when Don Carlos, (growing 
impatient to know his Deſtiny) appeared him- 
ſelf in Perſon, Behold me here, cry'd he, (throw. 
.ing himſelf proſtrate at her Feet, ) I am not un- 

rateful; I love you but too much, for the future 
Repoſe of my Life; and my Abſence has not 
been owing, to any Decay in my Paſſion, 


If you are ſtill a Stranger, to the Cauſe 
thereof, hear it now, in few Words, adorable 
Linette. The unhappy Inclination, I have al- 
ways had, to that fatal Game J know 
it already, anſwer'd the beauteous Charmer, 
interrupting him, and raifing him up; you 
have not only ventured all your Eſtate, but 
have alſo renounced our Marriage. O Hca- 
vens! cry'd Carlos, in a Tranſport of Indig- 
nation? Why cannot I chaſtiſe thee for .thy 
Indiſcretion, . thou ungenerous, and vain-glo- 
rious Conqueror ! Was not the Advantage 
thou gainedſt. oyer me, a ſufficient Addition 
to thy Reputation, as well as to thy Fortune, 
without publiſhing it. to the whole World! 
Baſe treacherous Wretch !——— 


Fold, hold, faid Mademuſelle de C 
- interrupting him, and laughing, you -, 
perhaps, repent, the opprobious Names, you 

2 g1Ve 
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gire to this Conqueror. What do you ſay, 
Madam, reſumed Carlos briskly? I don't 
know any Words ſufficienf, to expreſs his 
Baſeneſs; and if I could find him again, all 
his Blood 


Well! well, ſatisfy yourſelf, anſwer'd the 
beauteous Linette; this baſe Adverſary, this 
perfidious W retch, this Object of all your 
Indignation, behold, is here; I am the very 
Perſon, Ah! What do you tell me, Ma- 
dam, cry'd Carlos“ Is it poſſible, I ſhould have 
been made the Author of my own Misfor- 
tune, 


This Confeſſion ought to humble you, con- 
tinued Mademoiſelle de C » and yet 
more to ſurprize you, How much have I re- 
pented that fatal Victory? And, how greatly 
have I regretted, the Nights I have ſpent, in 
ſtudying, and improving, ſtill upon you Inſtruc- 
tions, to that Degree, that I was enabled to 
beat you: I will tell you all the -Circumſtancos 
thereof, f | 


The Advantage which the Inſight you had 
given me, had render'd me capable of obtain- 
ing, over the Abbot, ſeemed ſo ſurprizing 
to me; that I immediately took the Reſolu- 
tion, to make uſe thereof, againſt my own 
Maſter. The Deſign was bold; I knew you 
had never been overcome ; and I pleaſed my- 
ſelf ſo greatly, with the Expectation of being 
your Conqueror ; that, by the Means of an en- 

| | tue. 
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tire Application thereto, I found myſelf ab, 
to put it to the Venture, ; 


Mean while, my Mother chid me evey 
Day, for the Time, ſhe ſaw me ſpend, aboy 
this ridiculous Deſign; but I preſs'd her þ 
much, not to diſſuade me from it, and expreſy{ 
ſo ardent a Deſire, of ſucceeding therein, that 
ſhe condeſcended ſo far, as to connive, at the 
Trick, I play'd you. 


Before I challeng'd you, however, I wn 
willing to try my Strength ; wherefore, I ſent 
to deſire Monſieur D „the beſt Player 
in Paris, to come to our Houſe, and makean 
Eſſay of his Skill, againſt mine; he did fo, and 
I beat him. Well pleaſed, with my Profi. 
ciency, I challeng'd you; and you knoy 
what followed. I met you at the Coffee 
Houſe ; I trembled, at the Beginning of the 
Game, and was filled with Satisfaction at the 
End: Your Deſpair rejoiced me infinitely; l 
pity'd you, however, a few Minutes after, and 
order'd one to call you back; but you was nt 
to be found. 


To my great Grief and Aſtoniſhment, Car- 
, you diſappeared ; whereupon, I cauſed 
Search to be made after you, in all Places, where 
I thought there was any Probability of finding 
you; but it was in vain. Some Days being elapſed, 
without my hearing any News of you, I began 
to grow very uneaſy ; and trembled, for Feat 
any Accident ſhould have befallen you ; but 
my Anxiety increaſe conſiderably, 2 

Ome 
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ome Weeks were paſs'd, without ſeeing you: 
In ſhort, Five tedious Months were ſpent thus 
in perpetual Alarms and Apprehenſions, till, 
at lait, I fell deſperately ſick, and my 
Youth alone ſaved me from Death. 


Time did not diſpel my Anguiſh, neither 
did I give over all Hopes of finding you 
2zain ; mean while, my Story became pub- 
lick; for I had cauſed Advertiſements to be in- 
ſerted, in the Papers, promiſing a conſiderable 
Reward, to any one, who ſhould diſcover 
where you were; and I ſcarce dared ſhew my 
Head ; ſo much, by the Singularity of my Ad- 
venture, the Eyes of all People were drawn upon 
me, wherever I came. 


Not to keep you in Suſpenſe, any longer, 
full Six Months being elapſed, I began to deſpair 
of ever ſeeing you, when one Day, a Perſon 
the unknown, in a mean Habit, accoſted me, as 
'; I BY I was coming out of my Coach. I have been 
and informed, Madam, ſaid he, of your Uneaſi- 
not ness, and Concern, to know what is become 

of Don Carlos; it fhall be your Fault alone, 

if I don't give you Satisfaction, upon that 
ar. Head; for, though he ſhould be conceal'd, in 
ſed BF the very Centre of the Earth, I will ſhew you 


ere him. 


ed, O Heavens! cry'd I, tranſported with Joy, 
don't keep me any longer in Uncertainty ; but 
car WF come with me directly. — That cannot be, at 
ut WF preſent, anſwer'd he, interrupting me, I have 
en WF {ome Meaſures to obſerve ; but, To- morrow, 
ne at 
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at Ten, in the Evening, I will wait upon 
you: Having, thus ſaid, he took his Leave, 


The Hopes, wherewith he had flatter'd me, 
made me wait the appointed Hour, with Im. 
patience; I acquainted my Mother therewith, 
and ſhe congratulated me upon it, with all her 
Heart. I ſpent that Night, then, without he. 
ing able to cloſe my Eyes; every Moment 
ſeemed to me an Age; and I aroſe in the 
Morning, with an Oppreſſion upon my Spirits, 
that was very eaſy to be perceived, 


How ſenſibly touch'd am I, ſaid Carlos, in. 
terrupting her here, and kiſſing her Hand, at 
theſe invaluable Marks of your Affection]! By 
what Means, is it poſſible for me to deſerve it? 
By loving me as tenderly as I do you, conti 
ned ſhe; but let us haſten to a Concluſion; 
theſe are ſo many precious Moments, of which 
I rob my Mother; the has as great a Value for 

ou, as for me; and longs impatiently for the 
Pleaſure, of beholding you again.. 

The Perſon beforementioned, for whom! 
waited, with ſo much Uneaſineſs, arrived at 
laſt, at the appointed Hour; but I ſcarce knew 
him again, ſo different was he, from what he 


was before; being very richly dreſs'd, You ſte, 


ſaid he, on entring my Apartment, that I am one 
of my Word; and, though you may be a little 
furprized, at finding me appear ſomewhat better 
in Habit, than I did yeſterday, your Aftoniſh- 
ment will ceaſe, when you know, that the Art, 

| whereol 
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whereof I am Maſter, obliges me to conceal 
mylelt. 


They give no Quarter, in this Country, 
continued he, to Perſons of my Profeſſion: But 
et us proceed to the Buſineſs in Hand. Be pleaſed 
to order a Looking-G laſs to be brought hither ; 
and I hope, in leſs than a Quarter of an Hour, 
you will be amply informed of, what you fo 
much deſire to know, 


As ſoon as what he demanded was brought, 
he pull'd a little Globe out of his Pocket, and 
placed it upon the Table, whereon the Glaſs 
was ſet; which done, having ask'd ſome previous 
Queſtions, as, how long you had been miſſing, 
and about what. Age you might be, he made a 
Sort of Calculation, which took up ſome Mi- 
nutes; then pulling a ſmall Phial, out of a 
Shagreen Caſe, and placing it over againſt the 
Glaſs, he had ſcarce pluck'd out the Cork, be- 
fore a thick Smoke iſſued from thence. 


Mean while, he covered the Looking-Glaſs, 
and the Phial, with a black Crape, which he 
ad brought with him, for that Purpoſe; and 
removed the Candles into another Room: 
Don't be afraid, Madam, faid he, * 

that 


— 


* This Paſſage ſhews, that the City, where this 
was done, was ſubject to the Inquiſition ; and that 
he Names alone ace changed, as is obſerved m the 
Preface, 


very lofty Structure, at the Entrance whereof 


g— 1 — — — —— — 
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that the ſudden Darkneſs, and all theſe Ce. 


monies, began to alarm me, and give me ſome 

Uneafineſs;) no Hurt ſhall happen to you; ad « 
this Prelude, which creates your Apprehenſion WM t: 
will laſt but a Moment. 1 


In Effect, within a few Minutes, he took aF n 
the black Crape; and I obſerved a Kind of Light Ml af 
diſcernable, in the Glaſs, which indeed, vu tc 
ſome what gloomy, but by which one mightea - th 
fily diſtinguiſh any Objects, that appeared there- Ml vi! 
in. The Unknown, then, drew a Char ex 
to the Table, and, having made me fit down 
therein, deſired me to look attentively in the 
Glaſs, and take Notice of what I ſhould («&M M. 
therein. | an 


I did fo, and could perfectly well diſcern; 


large open Place, “ in the midſt of which, waz 


was a great Pair of Gates; and under the En- 
tablature, an Inſcription, (which I afterwards 
underſtood was in Latin,) in Gold Letters, l 
would have had it explained to me, but the Un- 
known told me, he was not permitted f 6 
to do; that, however, I might take a Copy 0 
it, in my Pocket Book. 


This 


_—_ 


*The Tranſlator aſſures his Readers, he believe 
this Adventure as true, as thoſe of the ſame Natur, 
related in the Life of Signor Roxelli. _— 

+ Perhaps the Conjurer did not underſtand Lali 
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"me This done, the Glaſs grew dark, on a ſudden, 
and for ſome Moments; after which, the Light re- 
ons, turning, I perceived the Scene was changed, 

The firſt Object that ſtruck my Sight, was a 

a Chamber, with ordinary Hangings, and Fur- 
k of MW niture of the ſame, and a little red Bed, made 
icht after the Italian Manner. Oh! for that Mat- 
vu ter, Madam, cry'd I, interrupting the Lady, 
tea : this Man muſt certainly have dealt with the De- 
ere-MY vil, for the Chamber of Don Carls, is furniſhed, 
bat exactly as you have deſcribed it. 


n the In one Corner of this Room, continued 

d e Mademoiſelle de C „I diſcovered my long 

and much lamented Lover, pretty much in ; 
the fame Poſture, wherein he is now ; where- 

upon, O Heavens ! cry'd I, it is Don Carlos 

himſelf ! Is it poſſible he ſhould be turned Abbot! 

What can be the Meaning of this Transforma- 

tion? Having thus ſpoken, | began to weep 

bitterly, Comfort yourſelf; Madam, ſaid this 

extraordinary Unknown, you are now in- | 
formed, where your Lover is, and it will be very | 
ealy for you, to clear up all your Doubts, 


Having then, cork'd the Phial up again, T | 
gave him fifty Louis d'Ors, with which he ſeemed | 
very well fatisfy'd ; and, on my asking whence | 
he had that miraculous little Bottle, he told | 
me; it had come from a celebrated Philoſopher, 


and Adept, named Huzail; & as alſo, that it had 
- been 


"EY 


29 


® See the Note, Page 60. 
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been tranſmitted down, from Father to Son, in 
his Family, till it had fallen into his Hands, 
who was his lineal Deſcendant. Having thus 
ſaid, he took his Leave of me; and 1 went 
to Bed, with my Head full, of this extra- 
ordinary Adventure. 


Next Morning, I had the Inſcription above. 
mentioned explained to me; and ſent away di- 
realy, to the College, therein ſpecify'd ; this, 
my dear Carlos, was the Way, whereby I found 
ou out; let us now haſten away, to my dear 

other, who is impatient to ſee you; and it 
is but juſt to ſatisfy her. 


We got, then, into Linette's Coach, and went 
to her Mother, at a Convent, whither ſhe wa 
gone, to viſit one of her Friends: We were pre- 
ſented to her; on the Sight of Carlos, ſhe was in 
perfect Raptures; and embraced him as cordially, 
as if he had been her own Son: It was reſol ved 
from that Moment, that he ſhould return no 
more to the College, but ſhould lie, that very 
Night, at his own Hotel; and he deſired me, 
as having been, in ſome Meaſure, the Inſtru- 
ment of his Happineſs, not only to do the ſame, 
but alſo never more to leave him. 


The Offer was too advantagious to be refuſed; 
but, unfortunately, I was ſent to the College, 
for the Sake of Decency, and good Manners, to 
take our Leave of the Preſident ; and thank 
him for all Favours; and I got again into tit 
Lady's Coach, wherein we had come thithe;, 

| _ in 
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in order to acquit myſelf of that Commiſſion ; 
when the good Intentions, of the grateful, and 
generous Spaniard, were fruſtrated, by the fol- 
lowing 1 Adventure; which quite 
put an End, to thoſe pleaſing Fancies, where- 
with I had begun to flatter myſelf, 


— — ——ũ—3—6——— —m + 
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CHAP. XI. u 


Bigand meets D'Oſilly. His Per plexi. 
5, and Confuſion upon that Ac. e 
count, He (ſcap s, then, from him, 0 
and lights upon him, unfortunately, 


4 ſecond Time, | _ 
| be 
NE W Play happen'd to be ated, that . 
Evening, at the Hotel de Bourgogne; ag 


at leaſt Two Hundred Coaches, ſtopt up the 
Paſſage, in the neighbouring Streets; that, 
wherein I was, being got into one of the ge 
Ranks, could neit'er advance forwards, nor 
draw back; during the Confuſion, and Up- n. 


roar, occaſioned, as is uſual, by this Delay, IHM 
chanced to caſt my Eyes, unfortunately, N uh 
upon a Berlin, that was a-breaſt of my the 
Coach; and obſerved, therein, a Woman, ¶ but 
richly dreſs'd, whe eyed me very atten- 
tively. | 
wit 
Hereupon, I bluſh'd, though without know- WW fon 
ing why; when a Man has any Thing, Nad. 
wherewith to reproach himſelf, every Trifle ¶ and 
terrifies him, I gave a ſecond Look, how- Hue 


Ever, 
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ever, into the Berlin; but, how great was 
my Surprize, and Terror, when I perceived 
Z*Ojilly, who was leaning very forwards, and 
viewing me with the greateſt Earneſtneſs! He 
was with his kind Patroneſs, Mademoiſelle 
d: B——, whom I had not call'd to Mind, 
undoubtedly, becauſe of her Dreſs, 


] was ſeized with a Trembling from Head 
to Foot, and drew my Head back, within the 
Coach ; flattering myſelf, however, with the 
Hopes, that they had not been able to recollect 
me; eſpecially, as I was in a Habit, ſo diffe- 
rent from that, wherein they had always 
before ſeen me: But I was miſtaken; what 
had happen'd was paſt recalling; D*Ofily was 
too much concerned therein, not to know me 


again, 


Accordingly, he put his Head out of the 
Berlin, and pointing to the Coach wherein I 
was, he cry'd out; Stop that Abbot, Stop him. 
Happily for me, I had then the Preſence of 
Mind, to come immediately to a Reſolution, 
what Courſe to take; wherefore, opening 
the Coach-Door, on the contrary Side, I got 
out directly, and betook myſelf to my Heels. 


I could hear them, plainly, purſue after me, 
with the Outcry of Stop Thief; but the Confu- 
hon, and Concourſe of Coaches, proved, then, 
advantageous to me. I lipt in between them; 
and having, by that Means, got away from the 
Hue and Cry, turned down the firſt Street I 

"VS came 


Juſt been a Gentleman, who ask'd for the Pre- 
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came to, where I took a Hackney Coach, and 
bid the Man drive on, without directing him, to 
any particular Place, In ſhort, I was ſo much 
confounded, at what had happened, that I thus 
loſt, in vain Reflections, the only Time, 
whereof I might have made Uſe, to get back 
my Money from the College. 


Atlaſt, being recovered a little from my Fright, 
J began to conſider, what was beſt to be done; 
it was neceſſary to come to ſome Reſolution, 
and, yet, upon what could I determine! 
Should I return to Madame de C 's? 
T here was no thinking upon that ; her Coach- 
man had been a Witneſs to my Diſgrace; be- 
ſides which, it was eaſy to imagine, D'O//lly, 
would go to Den Carlos, and acquaint him 
with my having robb'd him. In the mean 
while, I had but one Louis d'Or about me; the 
Neceſſity, therefore, to which I was upon the 
Point of being reduced, having neither Linnen, 


Z eo + ez. SEE. ES 


nor Money, induced me to run the Venture, 


I 
C 
of going once more to the College; for this I 
Reaſon, I ordered the Coachman to drive me Cc 
thither. | G 

bi 

1 


J had got to the Gate, and was juſt about 
to enter in, when I was ſtopt, by a good- 
natured Shoe-Cleaner ; who had taken a Fan- 
cy to me: Make your Eſcape, Sir, cry'd he, 
and have a Care of appearing here; here has 


ſident; and, whatever he has told him, I was 
cloſe by the Porter,when an Order was * 
00 


2 


TT © Rs 


The Busy-BoDy. 173 


ſoon after, to ſhut the College-Gates, the 
Moment you {ſhould come in; ſomething 
was ſaid, but I don't know what, about a cer- 
tain Robbery, — 


On hearing that Word, I did not wait for 
farther Intelligence; but getting again into 
the Coach, as faſt as poſſible, bid the Coach- 
man drive away full Speed, He did as I had 
order'd, and gallop'd down the Street; unfor - 
fortunately, for me, it grew narrow at the 
lower End, and we met with ſome Carts, 
which prevented our going on; reſolving, 
therefore, not to run a ſecond Time, the 
ſame Hazard, to which I had, not long 
before, been expoſed, I open'd the Coach- 
Door, and without taking Leave of the 
Driver, betook myſelf to Flight. 


I had turned juſt down a little Street, where 
I was running along, as faſt as my Legs could 
carry me, when I faw the Berlin, with 
D'Ofilhy in it, coming towards me. He diſ- 
cover'd me again immediately, through the 
Glaſs, and *calld out, Stop that Abbot ; flop 
him, flop him; he is a Thief, and has robbd 
Me, 


Hereupon, I flew back again, in Hopes of - 
eſcaping at the other End; when, to crown 
all my Misfortunes, I met the curſed Hack- 
ney-Coachman, whom I had juſt bilk'd. 
As ſoon as he ſet his Eyes on me, he leap'd 

I 3 down 


— — — — — — — — 
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down from his Box, and running towards 
me, cry'd out; Ah! Sir, have I caught 
you ? Is this the Way you pay your Coach- 


men. 


The End of the FIRST PART, 


PART 


wa 


BUSY-BODY: 


ON T 


ADVEN I URES 


Monſ. BIG AND: 
ä 


CHAP. I. 


The Perplexity of Bigand. The Defign of the 
Miſtreſs of the Lodging, where be takes 
Refuge, to have him apprehended. By 
what Means he eſcapes. He meets the 
Watch. He avoids them, by concealing 
bimſelf in a Coach; and falls aſleep 
therein. What follows thereupon. 


F ever Man was confounded, and per- 
plex'd, in this World, I was fo, on this 
Occaſion ; I could neither move a Step 
forwards, or backwards, without being 
taken: D'O/illy was got out of his Berlin, and 
was advancing towards. mg; the Hackney- 
I 4 Coach- 


176 The Busy-Bopy. 


Coachman had done the ſame ; in ſhort, I way 
juſt in the Middle between them, without 
any Probability of eſcaping them. 


In this Extremity, I had again the Preſence 
of Mind, to run into a little Entry, and bolt 
the Door after me ; they purſued me thither, 
and, by the Noiſe they made, I perceived, 
were endeavouring to burſt it open; where- 
upon, I hurried up the Stairs, by Four, and 
Four, at a Time; and was ſoon at the Top; 
where, finding a little Room open, I ruſl'd 
in, | 


ww rm — gr TT lp: © . en oo NE Sr 


At the Noiſe I made, in going in, a young 
Woman, who was waſhing therein, turned a- 
bout; and, ſeeing me look terribly frighten'd, 
Mercy upon me] Monſieur U 46bz, cry'd ſhe, 
what is the Matter? What ails you? Ah! 
good charitable Angel, ſaid I, fave me, for 
Heaven's Sake! An Officer, with whom I have 
had a Quarrel, is in Purſuit of me, with In- 
tent to murder me. Marry, God forbid! 
reſumed ſhe; here, run into that little Clo- 
fet ; the Window opens upon the Roof of the 
Houſe ; crawl to a large Chimney,“ you will \ 
find there, and conceal your ſelf behind it; ! 
you will be very unfortunate, indeed, if he It 
comes thither to look for you. 


I took her Advice; and got out of the Win- 
dow, with ſo much Precipitation, and Terror, 
that I was near tumbling headlong into the 
Street: Inſtead of one Chimney, I found two 

there ; and, ſquatting down between them, * 
75 ere 
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there till Night, in the utmoſt Agony, and 
Conſternation. 


As ſoon as I imagined the Patience of my 
Purſuers was tired out, and they had given 
over their Search, I ventured to return 
to the Window of the Cloſet, at which I had 
got out; the young Woman was there waiting 
for me: Ah! Sir, cry'd ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe ſet 
Eyes on me, you have had a narrow Eſcape! 
Come in, comein; the Danger is over, at 
leaſt, for the preſent. 


Do but gueſs, continued ſhe, when I was got 
again intothe Room, the Malice of the Officer, 
you mentioned to me. What an artful Stra- 
tagem, do you think, he had Recourſe to! 
What! anſwered I, pretending not to under- 
ſtand her ; and putting on an Air of Amaze- 
ment! He ſays, rejoined ſhe, that you area 
Thief, and have robb'd him of a Thouſand 
Crowns; thinking, by that Means, to make 
every one deliver you up, to his Reſentment. 


O] the abominable Slanderer, anſwered I ! 
What a Falſhood has he invented, to compaſs 
his Deſign ! Indeed, ſaid the young Woman, 
it is a very ſad Thing; it is eaſy to ſee, by your 
very Aſpect, that it is all a Lie; but, good 
Heavens ! what have you done to him? For he 
look d very bloody-minded; I am heartily 
glad, I had contributed to your Concealment ; 
he would certainly have murdered you, without 
Remorſe. 


15 Accord 
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Accordingly, I will never forget, the Obligz. 
tions] have to you, as long as I live, reply'dI, 
the firſt Moment I ſet my Eyes on you, I wx 
aſſured, by your engaging Countenance, that 
you would preſerve me from the Danger, 
wherewith I was threatened. You are very 
complaiſant, ſaid ſhe; I could wiſh J had done 
yet more for you ; how do I know, but | may, 
one Day, ſtand in need of your Aſſiſtance 


I ſhould think myſelf very happy, anſwer. 
ed I, if ever that ſhould come to paſs; and 
ſhould joyfully lay hold, on the firſt Opportu- 
nity, to ferve you; nay, were it not for what 
has ſo lately happened, which puts it out « 
my Power, at preſent, to teſtify my Acknoy- 
ledgment, I would not ſtay ſo long, before] 
gave you ſome Proofs thereof. You do but 
banter me, reſumed the young Laundreß; 
but there are ſometimes ſome Services, which 
are more grateful to us, than all the Preſent 
that could be made us. 


For my Part, purſued ſhe, I never envie 
any Folks their great Riches; they don't al 
ways render our Lives happy. Would to 
Heaven, purſued ſhe, fighing, my Mother 
would be of the fame Mind, in what relate 
to me; I ſhould much rather chooſe, to be 
ſome what leſs eaſy, in my Circumſtances, and 
have the Satisfaction of pleaſing. my Fancy; 
than to wallow in AMuence, with one, who 

I could not like. 
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When one is honeſt, and willing to work, 
one may always earn a Sufficiency, for one's 
Subſiſtence; and, with good Management, one 
may alſo find the Means, to procure ſuch 
Things as are convenient and agreeable ; but, 
no more of that, you muſt neceſſarily be fa- 
tizued; perhaps, they are lying in Wait for 
you ; wherefore, I will carry you into one of 
our Rooms, that we let out, ready-furniſh'd, 
till you have come to a Reſolution, what Courſe 
to take, 


My Mother even provides Diet, for People, 
if they defire it of her; as ſoon as ſhe comes 
Home, I will acquaint her with what has 
happened; and, I am ſure, ſhe will not find 
Fault with what I have done; as for the 
Reſt, if you ſhould not have any Money about 
you, don't trouble yourſelf about that; we know, 
very well, we don't run any Hazard, with 


honeſt Folks. 


I was ſo much ſurprized, with the open 
and generous Temper, of this amiable Maiden, 
ther? was grieved, at the Bottom of my Heart, 
I could not make a ſuitable Return, to her 
Franknefs and Sincerity ; but, I was ſo much 
at a Lots, what to do with myſelf, and under 
ſuch terrible Apprehenſions of being ſeized, in 
going out of this Houſe, that I accepted of her 
obliging Offers, with Abundance of Thanks. 


Hereupon, ſhe did not ſpend the Time, in 
unneceſlary Compliments ; but, taking down a 
I 6 Key, 
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Key, from behind the Door, and deſiring me 
to follow her, ſhe conducted me, down a Pair 
of Stairs, to a little Chamber, wonderfully neat, 
whereof ſhe ſhew'd me all the Conveniencies: 
This done, ſhe took Leave of me, for the 
preſent ; telling me, if I wanted any thing, | 
need only ask for it, and might make as free, 
as. if I was at Home, 


Some few Moments after ſhe was gone, 
hearing ſome Body paſs by my Door, which 
opened upon the Stairs, I clapt my Ear to 
the Key-Hole; but could only hear, very in- 
diſtinctly, the Voice of a Man, and a Woman, 
who were talking together. 


About a or of an. Hour after, the ami- 
able young Laundreſs came again into my 
Chamber; and told me (with a Voice, which 
I could eaſily perceive, ſhe raiſed on purpoſe, 
for Reaſons beſt known to herſelf,) that her 
Mother was return'd; that ſhe highly com- 
mended her, for having given me Refuge; 
and, that, had'ſhe not been very much tired, 
ſhe would have done herfelf the Honour, to 
have come in Perſon, and aſſure me thereof; 
that, however, ſhe would not fail to do it, 
next Morning ; and; in the mean while, was 
going to ſend me ſomething for my Supper: 
Having thus ſaid, my courteous BenefaCtrels 
went away, without waiting for my Anſwer, 


As ſoon as. ſhe had left me, and I had re- 
flected a little on what had paſsd, I began to 
think this Behaviour, in Perſons of — 

na! 
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Condition, too obliging, and this ſecond Vi- 
ſit, eſpecially, too remarkable, not to have 


ſome Myſtery concealed under it: I have 


ever been, naturally, of a ſuſpicious, and miſ- 
truſtful Temper ; and was reſolved, if poſſi- 
ble, to dive to the Bottom thereof; not being 
able to believe, that all this Reſpect, could pro- 
ceed from Compaſſion alone. 


Accordingly, I was juſt about to go out of 
my Chamber, to viſit theſe ſo uncommonly 
complaiſant Landladies, when my fair Protec- 
treſs enter d; bringing a Basket, wherein was a 
fine Fowl, with the Reſt of the Things neceſ- 
fary, for laying the Cloth, and for Supper. 


I took notice, then, that ſhe look'd melan- 


choly and dejected; which was very different, 


from what ſhe had appeared, at firſt : She ſet 
the Table, and placed all ready, without ſay- 
ing one Word ; and, whenever I ſpoke to her, 
ſhe anſwer'd me very loud, and like one, who 
was afraid of being watch'd ; I did not reflect 
upon this, however, that Minute ; but, on the 
contrary, ask'd her ſeveral Queſtions, about 
ber Mother; which ſhe always interrupted, by 
ſaying ; Pray, Sir, eat your Supper, whilſt the 
Fowl is hat; it will be cold, preſently; and, 
then, it is good for nothing, 


If you would bear me Company, anſwer- 
ed I, believe me, I ſhould ſup very heartily ; 
but, in the Trouble, and Agitation, I am now 
under, it is not likely I ſhould take any great 


Pleaſure, in eating alone, I will aſſure yon, 


reply d 
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reply'd ſhe, lowering her Voice, were it not 
for my Mother, who is now waiting for me, | 
would not make ſuch Haſte away from you: 
Farewel, if I can give her the Slip, I will 
come again; I have Abundance of Things to 
tell you, I was juſt going to return her an 
Anſwer ; Huſh! cry'd ſhe, in the ſame Tone; 
I have ſome Reaſons, for ſaying no more at 
preſent, 


Let any one judge my Uneaſineſs, on hear- 
ing this Diſcourſe; it created a thouſand Suſ- 
picions in me; wherefore, the Moment after 
ſhe went out of the Room, I followed her up 
Stairs; got to the Chamber-Door, juſt as ſhe 

was ſhutting it ; peep'd through the Key-Hole, 
and faw the Mother of the young Laundreſs, 


at Table, with a luſty Mai, of a good Mien, 


whoſe Hat was lac'd with Gold, and pull'd 
down over his Eyes. 


They were talking together; I liſtey'd to 
their Diſcourſe; and ſaw, the Woman, fre- 
quently, made Signs to him, to lower his 


Voice; but it was ſo ſtrong, and fo ſonorous, 


that in vain did ſhe give him this Advice; it 
was ſtill to be heard, very plainly, 


It is not worth the while, ſaid he, to the 
old Woman, who, undoubtedly, was inviting 
him to go to Bed, I ſhall ſleep very well upon 
a Chair: The Weather is warm ; Day breaks 
very early; the Bed is inticing; and I may 
forget my ſelf, when I am once got there, 
Beſides, I have been forewarned, that our 

| Sharper 
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Sharper, of an Abbot, is very brisk, and watch- 
ful; I am reſolved not to miſs him; I have 
had too ſtrict a Charge given me, upon that 
Head: And, were it not for the Order I have 
received, from the Gentleman, who cauſes 
him to be apprehended, to wait till To-mor- 
row, becauſe he will be preſent at his Seizure, 
it ſhould have been done already, 


What ſignifies your tormenting yourſelf fo, 
replied the curſed old Hag; get you gone to 
Bed, I tell you; are you afraid of getting in- 
to it, becauſe it is Mariane's? She ſhall lie 
with me to Night: Fear nothing; the Bird 


ſhall not eſcape you; ask my Daughter? He 


is quiet at preſent, and has no Miſtruſt of any 
Thing; I durſt lay a Wager, he is now faſt 
aſleep z and has not the leaſt Suſpicion, of the 
M::fortune, that hangs over his Head, 


Why don't you anſwer, Marianne, conti- 
nued the Mother, in an angry Tone? You 
have been a Witneſs to every Thing, anſwer- 
ed the young Woman, with a fearful Air; I 


* think, 1 have play'd, pretty well, the Part, you 


have made me act. What! reply'd the wick- 


ed old Bedlame, with an imperious Air, it 


was not pleaſing to you, I warrant, you ſaucy 
young Slut you, was it? 


Don't chide the fair Marianne, I beg you, 
cry'd the Officer, (for ſuch he was) interrupt- 
ing her; ſhe is teader-hearted, and compaſſio- 
nate: A Fig for her Compaſſion! it won't 


go to Market, reſumed the Mother; and ten 
Louis 


— — —_ — 


184 The Busy-Boby,. 


Louis d'Ors are a great deal better. Beſides, 
this Abbot is a Rogue; I had a Glimpſe of 
him, whilſt ſhe carried him his Supper ; and, 
unleſs I am much miſtaken, be will play 
Abundance more ſuch Pranks, if he is let 
alone. 


He is very fortunate, in falling into the Hand, 
of ſo good-natur'd a Gentleman, as he is, who 
cauſes him to be apprehended ; any other 
would ſend him to the Gallows, and not to the 
WV-:/t- Indies, I thought it, then, unneceſſary to 
to liſten any longer ; being ſufficiently inform- 
ed, what Favour, I was likely to meet with; 
wherefore, I haſten'd back to my Chamber, 
fully determined, to avoid, if poſſible, this 
new Misfortune. 


My firſt Thought was, to ſteal down Stairs, 
and betake myſelf to Flight, if I ſhould find 
the Street-Door open; accordingly, I did fo; 
but it was double-lock'd, My Gals was very 

rplexing ; which Way could I make my 

ſcape? And, yet, this was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary; for, at Break of Day, I was to be ta- 
ken into ſafe Cuſtody, I rack'd my Brains, 
therefore, for ſome Expedient; but, could 
not bethink me of any one, that was practi- 
cable; mean while, the Moments were very 
precious, and. I was under the moſt dreadful 
Apprehenſions. 


At laſt, growing deſperate, and, not being 
able to pitch upon any better Shift, I had 


opened my Caſement ; ty'd the Sheets of = 
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Bed together ; made them faſt at one End, to 
the Wood-work of the Window ; and, with- 
out conſidering, whether they were long 
enough, for me to ſlide down, by them, into 
the Street, was going to put it to the Ven- 
ture, when I heard my Chamber-Door 


open. 


] believed myſelf gone, then, to all Intents 
and Purpoſes ; and, had it not been for a cold 
Sweat, which ſeized me from Head to Foot 
that Minute, and chilPd all the Blood in my 
Veins, ſhould have leap'd directly out of the 
Window. But, I began to breathe a little, 
when, inſtead of the Officer, I faw, by the 
Help of 'a Lamp, ſhe had in her Hand, my 
good Angel, the young Laundrefs. Can the 
Sight of that amiable Sex inſpire us with Ter- 
ror? Accordingly, my Mind grew compoſed, 
on a ſudden ;- it ſeemed as if ſome good News 
had been brought me; and I advanced to meet 
my Benefactreſs, with a ſweet Serenity. 


How! cry'd ſhe, ſtarting back two or 
three Steps, are not you in Bed yet? Alas! 
one would think, you foreſaw the Misfortune, 
with which you are threaten'd. I am appri- 
zed of every Thing, anſwer'd I; let us loſe 
no Time in vain Biſcourſe ; I know, that 
I am to be aprehended; that your Mother is 
bribed ; and that you have no Hand in it. 


O Heavens ! cry'd Marianne, who can have 
given you ſuch good Intelligence | That is 
not 
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not the Matter in Hand, reply'd I ; you ſhall 
know that another Time; but, is it poſſible, 
to avoid the Snare they are preparing for me! 
Ves, ſaid ſhe, and I am come hither, only for that 
Purpoſe. Don't be afraid of being lurprized; 
all is faſt above; and not a Soul ſhall ſtir out, 
without my Permiiſion, 


I have alſo the Key of the Street-Door 
and, conſequently, you are at Liberty ; but, 
before you go, I have one Favour to beg of 

ou. Name it, lovely Marianne, cry'd ], 
touch'd with the moſt lively Gratitude ; am! 
ſo happy, as to have it in my Power, to oblige 
you! Do but command mne. 


Since I find you ſo ready, to make me x 
ſuitable Return, I ſhall not be ſorry, ſaid ſhe, 
for what I am going to do; neither ſhall I re- 
pine, at the Vexation, your Eſcape will cauſe 
me: Mind me, continued ſhe, caſting down 
her Eyes, and bluſhing ; I am beloved, by the 
Son of a topping Vintner ; but, my Mother, 
who has a richer Matchin View, and has 
perceived, that I like this young Man, com- 
pelled me, to write him Word, a few Days 
ago, that I did not love him; neither muſt te 
think of me any more, How do I tremble, 
for fear the poor Lad ſhould die with Sorrow, 
at the Reception of ſuch a Letter! In the 
mean while, I am to be married, within two 
Days, to an old Man; and, which is yet 


worſe, to one who is Hump-back'd ; judge 


you then, of my Deſpair ! 


Wi hat 
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What adds {till more to my Misfortune, is, 
that my Mother, fince ſhe forced me to ſend 
this Notice, has not ſuffered me, to ſtir one 
Step without her: She is ſo very diſtruſtful, 
and apprehenſive, of my giving the Vintner's 
Son Intelligence, of this Conſpiracy againſt 
our Love; that ſhe does not allow me, fo 
much as to ſpeak to any one; and, when I 
came laſt into your Chamber, ſhe was at the 
Door; but, when one's Heart is ſincerely 


affected, one finds the Means to ſurmount all * 


Difficulties, 


In ſhort, I took my Reſolution at once; 
and Compaſſion, ſeconded by Love, inſpired 
me with the Thought, that, if I help'd you 
to eſcape, you might deliver a Letter to my 
Lover, which I have taken Care to have ready 
written, in order to undeceive him. For 
Heaven's Sake, then, convey it to him, if poſſible, 
directly; for, if he does not think of ſome 
Way, to prevent this curſed Wedding, but 
I am obliged to loſe him for ever, I ſhall be 


+ miſerable, all the reſt of my Days, 


As much Complaiſance as I was, in Grati- 
tude, bound to have, for a Perſon, to whom 
I was ſo greatly indebted, I could have wiſh'd, 
her Diſcourſe had not been quite ſo prolix ; a 
Minute, on ſuch Occaſions, is of the utmoſt 


| Conſequence. At laſt, when ſhe had finiſh'd 


her Inſtructions, I aſſured her, that, as ſoon 
as I was out of the Houſe, I would perform 
all ſhe had enjoined, wlth the greateſt Exact- 


neſs ; 


— — — 
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neſs; this did not hinder her, however, from 

giving me the ſame Charge, twenty tima Non 
over, as we were going down the Stain; Com 
nay, not ſatisfied therewith, ſhe obliged me for I 
to take a ſolemn Oath, not to forget it. on 


Not to ſtand upon Trifles (as I then thought , 
them) I rapp'd out thirty or forty Swingers, I ne. 
and, as ſoon as the Door was opened, betook 
myſelf to my Heels ; having firſt adviſed her, 
not to own herſelf acceſſary to my Eſcape; 
but ſay, I had flid down out of the Window; 
which would be the more eaſily credited, by 
the Sheets being left, faſtened together, on the 
Outſide, 


Having got, then, ſafe into the Street, I made 
the beft of my Way, from that fatal Quarter; 
which done, my firſt Care was, to carry the 
Letter, where it was directed. The Tavern 
had been ſo well deſcribed to me, that I found it 
out eaſily ; but, had no little Difficulty, to get 
them to open it; becauſe it was Night. At 
laſt, however, by long knocking, I fetch'd 
down one of the Drawers; who ask'd me 
through the Door, what I wanted. I an- 
ſwered, I muſt abfolutely ſpeak to the Vint- 
ner's Son, about an Affair of Conſequence, Wl ®* 
wherein he was very nearly concerned ; and 


the young Man, being informed thereof, came l 
to me immediately, A 


I did not give him time, to ask me any C 
Queſtions; but told him my Buſineſs, in 2 
Moment; 
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Moment; at which, being greatly overjoy'd: 
Come again to me, To- morrow, ſaid he; 
for I have ſome Meaſures to keep, at preſent, 
on account of my Father; J muſt defer, 
therefore, till another time, my Thanks to 
you, for the agreeable News you have brought 


me, 


We had no Leiſure given us, for a more 
ample Converſation ; being diſturbed, by the 
Voice of the young Man's Father, who was 
ſwearing like an Emperor, becauſe his Door 
was opened,at ſuch an unſeaſonable Hour, We 
were obliged, therefore, to part ſuddenly ; 
though I was in hopes of being ſhelter'd there, 
for the Remainder of the Night ; but they did 
not give me Time, to acquaint them with my 
Deſire; the Door was clapp'd too haſtily ; 
and poor I forced, to proceed on my Way 
at a Venture, 


Notlong after, as I was turning out of a Street, 
not far diſtant from the Vintner's, I heard the 
Watch, coming towards me full Speed ; this 
put me again in a terrible Alarm ; and, as I 
was going to ſtand up againſt the Wall, in order 
to avoid them, I ran againſt a Coach, that 
was waiting at the Corner, Hereupon, a ſud- 
cen Thought came into my Head, to take 
Refuge therein, till thoſe Sons of Darkneſs 
ſhould be paſſed by ; and, the Coachman, being 
uking a Nap, upon his Box, I ſtole into it, 
without waking him. No ſooner had I got 
there, but, my Troubles, the Day before, to- 
gether with the uneaſy Night 1 had ſpent, 
without 
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without cloſing my Eyes, having quite ex- 
hauſted my Spirits, I fell into a ſound Sleep, 


How long I might continue ſo, I cannot 
tell; but, I was ſtill enjoying, the Sweets of 2 
calm Repoſe, and my Senſes were buried, in 
the moſt profound Oblivion, when ] felt ſome. 
body pluck me roughly by the Sleeve, and 
ſtarted up ſuddenly, out of my Sleep. It was, 
then, broad Day-light ; ſcarce could my Eyes 
bear, the dazzling Luſtre of the Sun, when 
the ſame Perſon (whom !, then, perceived to 
be a Man, in a genteel Habit) continuing ſtil 
to pull me, cry'd out; Will you be pleasd 1 
move, Monſ. L' Abbe? You are deviliſh hard u 
be wak'd ! Sure you have been taking Opium! ] 
have been ſhaking ycu above this half Hour, with- 
out being able to rouze you. | 


A pretty fort of a M him, indeed, ſaid an- 
ther Man, who was dreſs d in Scarlet, to take 
up his Lodging, in his Excellency's Coach ! What 
the Pox could he mean by it? We ſhall know that, 
preſently, anſwered he, who had waked me; c. 
ſeon as this worthy Abbot, has made his Appea- 
rance before the Embaſſador, Having thus ſpo- 
ken, they deſired me to quit my new-fafhion'd 
Bed-Chamber ; and one of them conducted 
me into a large Hall, whilſt the other went in 
to his Excellency ; to acquaint him, no doubt, 
with my being there, ready to undergo his 
Examination, 


The Name of Monſ. De , Which 


then ſtruck my Ears, ſet me all in a _ 
ing; 
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ling ; I was at the Embaſſador's, which 
made me apprehenſive of two Things; the 
one was, that he might imagine me to be 
a Spy, who had taken up my Poſt there, in 
order to obſerve what paſſed at his Houſe ; but 
had been prevented, by falling aſleep; and 
might, accordingly, have me chaſtiſed ſe- 
\ereli,, by his Servants; and the other, that 
he might ſend me to Monſ. De „a very 
upright and rigorous Magiſtrate ; to whoſe un- 
common Diſcernment, and Penetration, I was 
no Stranger, by Hear-ſay, 


In this Cafe, I had all the Reaſon in the 
World (after the Theft, whereof I had been 
quilty) to expect, at leaſt, to be ſent to the 
Gallies, or Plantations, for ſome Years; if I 
eſcaped ſo eafily, in Conſideration of my 
Youth, I had not much Time, however, for 
making Reflections; for a Door opened ſoon 
after, and I was ordered to go in. 


The Embaſſador was alone; and his Coun=- 
tenance, which was full of Sweetneſs, and 
Affability, diſpelling my Fears, in a great 
Meaſure, I reſolved within myſelf to be ſin— 
cere, in hopes, he would not be acceſſary to 
my Ruin. I could not help approaching him, 
however, with ſome Awe, and Concern, not- 
withſtanding the Confidence I had, in his 
Goodneſs, 


Aha! Is it you, Monſ. Abbe, cry'd he, 
without being able to forbear ſmiling; by what 


Chance, I beſeech you, did you happen to be 
in 
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in my Coach? This Adventure, certainly 
muſt be ſomewhat merry and extraordinary; 
you don't ſeem likely, to offer to impoſe upon ſay 
me; reach a Chair hither, continued he 
ſpeaking to one of his Attendants, and leaye 
us together. | 


I had taken my Reſolution, as has been me 
already obſerved ; accordingly, I told him my foc 
whole Story ingenuouſly, and without any Eva. W me 
ſions. Truth makes its own Way every where; the 
the Embaſſador was pretty well ſatisfied u of 
was ſo; being determined, however, to be thi 
fully convinced thereof, he rung a Bell; and, 21 24 
tall Gentleman, of an agreeable Countenance, in 
entring the Room, write down, ſaid he, the v. 
Directions, where to find the Father of thi MM m 
young Spark; as alſo a Lady, whoſe Name he 
will tell you; together with the principal Paſ- 
ſages, he has juſt related; and, after having 
enquired well, into the Truth of every Thing, 
bring me an Account, of what you have been 
informed. I ſhall be glad to know, whether 
the whole is not a plauſible Cloak, to conceal 
ſome Myſtery. 


Addreſſing himſelf afterwards to me, he told 
me ; if I had not attempted to deceive him, he 
would not do me any Injury ; but, I ſhould be 
2t Liberty, to go whether I pleaſed : He added, 
however, that, had I had to deal with any other, 
I ſhould have been delivered up,into the Hands 
of Juſtice ; that the Confeſſion, I had made to 
him, was very tickliſh ; that it would be in vain, 


to offer at excuſing my ſelf, by the n 
| an 


The Bus y-BoDy. 193 


and villanous Character, of the Scoundrel whom 
] had robb'd ; and that it availed but little, to 
ſay he was a Thief himſelf; that Pretence would 
not have skreen'd me from Puniſhment, y 


In order, then, to render me more cautious, 
and circumſpect, for the future, he forewarned 
me, that one might eſcape for once; but, that 
ſooner or later, vicious Courſes never failed, of 
meeting with their due Reward. He faid far- 
ther, that I ſeem'd to him, not to be deſtitute 
of Wit; and that, after having enquired, into 
the Truth of what I had related, he would 
add, to his other Favours, that, of retaining me 
in his Service, provided I had made myſelf 
worthy of it, by my Sincerity; but, that, in the 
mean while, his People muſt be accountable to 
him, for my Forth- coming, and I muſt be con- 
fined to my Chamber. 


Charmed with this favourable Concluſion, 
| threw myſelf at the Embaſlador's Feet, and 
deſired him myſelf to have me kept under 
Lock and Key; ſo much was I afraid, of fallin 
again into the Hands of D'O/ily, who woul 
have been overjoy'd, at this Opportunity, of 
getting rid of me. | 


His Excellency, then, delivered me over, 
into the Hands of a truſty Attendant; whom I 
followed with Tranquillity enough, though he 
conducted me into a Room, whoſe Windows 
were ſtrongly grated. Don't be uneaſy Monſ. 
L' Abbe, ſaid this Man, whoſe Looks were very 
engaging ; I am going to ſee for ſome what for 

K Breakfaſt ; 
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Breakfaſt; it will refreſh our Spirits; having 
thus premiſed, he went out of the Chamber, 
and lock'd the Door after him. 


I had no Time, however, to make any 
long Reflections; my Keeper, whom I found 
afterwards, to be the Embaſlador's Secretary, 
returned, attended with a Servant; who having 
hid the Cloth, and placed thereon a fine Neat 
Tongue, a Couple of Manchets, and a Bottle 
of Wine, and Glaſſes, withdrew, and leit ug 


alone together, 


| Being then free from Reſtraint, come Mon. 
DP Abbe, cry'd the Secretary, let us breakfaſt; 
and become better acquainted, Glaſs in Hand: 
J liked the Propoſal very well; both becauſe! 
was heartily hungry, and becauſe my new Com- 
panion, had ſuch a winning Way with him, and 
ſuch an inſinuating Air, that one could not 
help repoſing a Confidence in him. 


We engaged then in Converſation ; but, at 
firſt, talk'd only of Things indifferent; *till af- 
terwards, the Diſcourſe turned, inſenſibly, upon 
my Adventures, Do you know my Lad, 
cry*d the Secretary, that your Story is very di- 
verting, and has made his Excellency laugh 
heartily ? You will not fare the worſe for that, 
if you have not been concerned, in any other 
all Courſes, _ _ V 2 pu m_ al- 
ready acquainted him; tally, if you 
lave told him the Truth; for there is no uſing 
Evaſions with him. i 
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If that be all, faid I, my Heart may be at 
Reſt; for, whether it was right or wrong fo ta 
do, I'll aſſure you, I have confeſs'd all; Alas! 
how can one do otherwiſe, he is ſo very good, 
and ſo gracious ? He is, indeed, better than you 
would imagine, anſwer'd the Secretary; and I 
don't ſay this, meerly becauſe I belong to him, 
but, becauſe every one, gives him the ſame 
Character. Can you do me the Favour, Sir, 
added I, to tell me, how I came to find m 
ſelf, to Day, in his Palace; I have already in- 
fo: med you, what induced me, to take Refu 
in the Coach, not knowing it to be his Excel- 
lency's. You might pretty eaſily have gueſs'd 
at it, reply'd the Secretary; however, I can 
give you that Satisfaction; at leaſt, I have na 
Orders to the contrary. 


Monſ. Dufret, my Fellow-Secretary, in 
whom the Embaſſador repoſes Abundance of 
Confidence, happened to be ſent laſt Night, a- 
bout Buſineſs, into the Street, where you found 
the Coach; it is ſomewhat ſurprizing, he did 
not perceive your being therein; but, he was 
ſo much fatigued, he fell aſleep in it, as well 
as you ; and, as he both got into the Coach, and 
out of it, without a Light, he never ſaw you. 


This Morning, it being wanted again, and 
the Coachman opening one of the Doors, to 
ſee whether all Things were in Order, was not 
a little ſurprized, at finding you therein; 
thereupon, he gave Notice of it, to the Gentle- 
man of the Horſe; who, immediately acquaint- 
ing his Excellency 1 3 he commanded 


2 you 
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you to be brought before him; and you know 
what followed. N 


Notwithſtanding my Circumſtances were, then, 
but in a precarious Condition, and I was yet in 
Suſpenſe about my Fate, I could not forhbear 
laughing, at this ſingular Adventure; mean 
while, we drank off our Bottle; which, being 
ſoon followed by another, put us in a good Hu- 
mour; and I was not a little delighted, with the 
Secretary; who was not only very entertaining 
Company, but, as | ſoon found, no Enemy to 


a chearful Glaſs, and a plentiful Table. 


I quickly perceived, alſo, that he loved dearly 
to be praiſed; accordingly, I was not ſparing 
ef my Commendations; which made ſuch z 
great Impreſſion on him, that, in order to 
convince me, I was not deceived, in having a 
favourable Opinion of him, he gave me the 
enſuing Account of his Adventures, 


Now 


\ f. 
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The remarkable Story, of the Embaſſador*s 
Secretary, and Signora Meralini. 


Have not always been in the ſame Condition, 
| wherein you now behold me, Monſ. L' Abbe; 
but, as indifferent an Appearance, as I may, at 
preſent, make, in your Eyes, I ſhould have been 
Maſter, of no inconſiderable Fortune, had I 
been leſs profuſe; and had not Death deprived 
me, of a moſt auguſt Patron, My Name is 
Saint Onge; Jam deſcended of no mean Family; 
and was in the Army, in my youthful Days. 


When I was about Twenty-two, my Father 
ſent me to Rome z in Hopes an Uncle of mine, 
who lived there, would get me into ſome Poſt, 
under his Holineſs; a State of Life infinitely 
more gainful, and much leſs dangerous; in the 
mean while, I was like many others; that is, 
did nothing; excepting that I was a great 
Lover of Reading, with which I frequently di- 
verted my ſelf, at the fine Villa di Farneze, 
which was my favourite Walk. 


I will not take up your Time, in deſcribing - 
that delicious - Seat z it is of little Importance 
to you, nor me * ; belides, every one has 

2 
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his particular Talent, and it happens not to be 
mine, either to make lively Deſcriptions, or 
amuſing Converſations; we mutt leave that 
pleaſing Satisfaction to Monſ. De—— ; he 
ſucceeds therein to Admiration; and paint 
with ſo much Vivacity and Energy, that he 
cannot write two Pages, without ſurprizing you 
with three Originals: Then, for Converſs 
tions, they are his Maſterpiece ; whether it 
freezes, or the Sun ſhines, he keeps you, with- 
out any Pity, two Hours in the Porch ; which 
he does, nevertheleſs, with ſo much Delight 
to your ſelf, that every Thing elle is indifferent 
to you: But, to return, from whence we 


have digreſs'd, 


One Day, as I was reading, in a Grotto, 
in the Gardens of this terreſtrial Paradiſe, 1 
young Lady came thither, and ſat down by 
me, with a Book in her Hand; I made Room 
for her, and paid her my Reſpects; which 
having returned, 1 gracefully, ſhe apply' 
herſelf to the Peruſal of her Book; though, 
viſibly, with Abundance of Diſtraction, and 
Abſence of Thought. | 


I could not help giving a Look, from time 
to time, upon this my new Companion; and 
perceived ſome pearly Drops, falling, now 
and then, down her beauteous Cheeks. This 
moved me to Compaſſion, and I could not 
forbear ſighing ; our Eyes met that Inſtant; 
ſhe bluſb'd ; and, taking them off again, imme- 
diately, fix d them upon the Ground, 


Would 
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Would one think it poſſible, the Glances of 
that betwitching Sex, ſhould have ſo much In- 
fluence, upon one's Heart? That Moment, 
that fingle Look, decided the Fate of my Li- 
berty, and render'd me abſolutely her Captive; 
I aw divers Charms in that amiable afflicted 
One, which I had not obſerved before: A 
ſecond Sigh efcap'd me, and again ſhe ey'd 
me; a powerful Sympathy exerted itſelf, and 
made a mutual Exchange of our Hearts. 


2 the firſt Look, Decency was predomi- 
nant ; at the ſecond, Love was triumphant; 
her Eyes continued fix'd upon mine; we ga- 
zed on each other a good while ; and we mu- 
tually ſaid a thouſand tender Things, without 
ſpeaking one Word, 80 intent was ſhe, on 
this dumb Language, that, in her Abſence of 
"ty ſhe let her Book drop out of her 


* 


Love always takes Advantage of every 
ek Thing; accordingly, I ſnatch'd it up, and 
c preſented it to her very reſpectfully: Keep it, 
aid ſhe, and make an End of the Story, you 
will find written there; I will be here again, 


; yr in four Days, to receive it from you: Having 
' ow dus ſpoken, ſhe went away, after having gi- 
This en me a Look, which abſolutely inſlaved me, 


d not and render'd me the moſt amorous of Man- 
kind, I follow'd her with my Eyes, till ſhe 


ter'd again into the Grotto, and opened the 
Book, with Precipitation. 


VN ould K 4 But, 


was quite out of Sight ; which done, I en- 
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But, how great was my Surprize, when! 
had look'd it over? It was a Manuſcript, in 
a Woman's Hand; and was intituled, 7} 
UnHaAPPY ASCENDANT, PART I. The Ta. 
ble of the Contents was at the Beginning, 
and I have the Tenor thereof, too deeply en- 
graven in my Memory, not to be able, to 
give you an exact Account of it: In ſhort, 
K was, Word for Word, as follows, 


T HE 


UNHAPPY ASCENDANT, 


FART & 


CHap. I. Signora Meralini, Daughter to « 
Roman Knight, is betrathed, at twelve Years 
of Age, to a Venetian Gentleman: He is aſ- 
faſſinated, by a Rival, the Evening before the 
Day appointed for his Wedding. 


Crap. II. She is married, at Thirteen, 10 4 
Nobleman of Germany. He dies ſuddenly, a; 
he is coming out of the Church. 


CAP. III. Don Franciſco de Figueroa, a 1. 
ble Spaniard, and Knt. of the Order of vt. 
James, is ſent for, to be Husband to Signon 

Meralini. The Veſſel, on board of which he 
embarks, is attach d by an Algerine Rover, 
and he dies bravely, in the Defence of hi 
Liberty. | ; 


CHAP, 
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Cray, IV. Signor Meralini, her Father, be- 


ing terrify'd, at the Misfortune, that attends 
lis Daughter, carries her over, with him, in- 
to England; where ſhe is married, to a Man 


of Quality. A ſplendid Entertainment is pre- 


pared, on the Wedding Day, for the Celebra- 
tion f that Solemnity; at the End of which, 
the Bridegroom goes into his Chamber, and 
ſorots himſelf through the Head, for meer Deſ- 
fair, at having engaged in the nuptial State. 


Cyae. V. She is put into a Convent; where 


the Brother, of one of the Nuns, falls deſpe- 
rutely in Love with her, and reſolves to have 
her ; but, the young Lady's Father, refiſes to 
give his Conſent, The Lover obtains her 
Leave, to carry her off by Force. He ſcales 
the Walls of the Convent, with this Deſign ; 
but, unfortunately his Foot ſlipping, he falls down, 
and daſhes out his Brains. 


Char. VI. Signora Meralini comes out of the 


8 and, being quite diſbearten d, at the 
ghts of Marriage, refuſes all the 
Matches that are offered, and returns to Rome, 
Signor Caſcarini, Embaſſador of Venice, not- 
withſtanding all his Friends, adviſed him to 
the contrary, and his Miſtreſs herſelf ſeemed 
infinitely to dread, and be averſe to, entering 
into any new Engagement, makes a Feſt, of 
the Fatality of her Aſcendant, and marries her, 
A Picture of Matrimony falls upon his Head, 
as he is going into the Bridal Chamber; he gets 
ever this Accident; RE he has a, 
| 5 ; 
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the baleful Influence of the Stars, and, fir 
Foy thereat, gives a ſplendid Entertainment, 
as foon as he is recovered. In the Height if 
his Tranſports, he goes in'o.a Balcony, i 
throw out Money to the Populace ; the Balemy, 
which happens to be old, grve: Way with hin; 
he falls into the Street; and is killed ſtone- 
dead, without having ever conſummated bit 
Nuptiali. 


Here ended the firſt Part of this fatal Ma- 
nuſcript; judge, then, Monſ. L' Abbe, my 
Surprize, at the Peruſal thereof: I turned 
aver the Leaf, and ſaw the Title changed to 
the ——— Aſcendant, with a Blank ſubſtituted, 
inſtead of the Epithet Unhappy. 


The —— ASCENDANT, 


FART Ib 


Crap. I. Signora Meralini takes, a ſecond Time, 
| the Reſolution, to refuſe all the Matches that 
Hall be offered. Reflefions upon this Head. 


Chap, II. 4 Perſon, famous for calculating 
Nativities, arrives at Rome; ſhe goes to him: 
He affures her, ſbe will, certainh, 3, married; 
but ferewarns her, that, if ſhe would avoid the 
la py Fate, of dying, by the Hands of ber 
Kiuband, ſbe muſt herſelf make the Advances, 
to the f Gentleman, to whom ſbe tales 
# Liking, and declare her Paſſion to him : A, 
i bir, however, thut, if foes takes thi 


Procaw 
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Precaution, and the Gentleman conſents to her 


Deſi 4 ſhe will enjoy a Happineſs, as dura- 
ble as her Life. | 


CAP. III. Signora Meralini, meets a young 
Gentleman, upon the Bridge of St. Angelo. 
The Deſcription of this Unknown. She has 
him watch'd; and is informed, that he often 
takes a Walk, to the fine Villa di Farneze; 
ſhe falls in Love with him; but has not the 
Courage to declare her Paſſion. The uncom- 
mon Stratagem, to which ſhe has Recourſe, for 
the revealing it: Her Uneaſmeſs on that Ac- 


unt. 


Here ended this extraordinary Manuſcript; 
and left me in an Aſtoniſhment, and Perplexi- 
ty, that cannot be expreſs'd; after having 
conſidered, however, a little, I came at once 
to a Reſolution ; ; and haſtening Home, with 


all ſpeed, ſubjoined the following Concluſion 
thereto, 


Cnae. IV. Signora Meralini comes to the ſaia 
Villa di Farneze; ſbe meets there a Gentle» 
man, named St. Onge, whoſe Circum/tanees 
are but indifferent; and, who, by Reaſon of 
her fatal oroſcope, dares not tell her, that 
he thinks her amiable. The young Lady is pro- 

7 in Favour of this Gentleman, and de- 
res her Love to in St. Onge fuffers ber, 

to þ 2 Matrimony to him; he takes her ot 

ord; is married to ber; and carries her 
into his own Country, where they live perfaci 

bapy, 1 

6 


— 


204 The Bus y- BOD. 


I filled up, then, the Blank, left before the 
Word Aſcendant, at the Head of the ſecond 
Part, with the Epithet har py. 


This done, I waited, with the utmoſt Im- 
patience, for the Time, appointed by the fair 
AMeralini, to meet me again; and, accordingly, 
went to the aforeſaid Villa di Farneze, two 
Hours, ſooner than ordinary: Her Uneaſineſs, 
no Doubt, had been equal to mine; and! 
may even ſay greater, ſince ſhe was there be- 
fore me, She appeared, then, to me, more 
dazzling than the Day; and, had I not been 
reſtrained, by the ſo-often-experienced Rigour 
of her Nativity, ſhould have given myſelf up 
to all the Ardour of that Paſſion, which her 
bright Eyes had inſpired ; but J had ſo much 
Power over my ſelf, as to refrain from it, on 
that Account, 


Accordingly, on my Entrance into the 
Grotto, I only paid her my Reſpects, as I 
would have done to any other ; at which ſhe 
ſemedgreatly troubled; I, then, preſented her the 
Manuſcript, with the ſame indifferent Air ; at 
which, ſhe was ſo diſordered, that ſhe ſcarce 
durſt open it. She trembled, at firſt, at the 
Sight of my Writing; by Degrees, her Looks 

ew ſomewhat more ſerene; and, when ſhe 

d read it through, her Joy was viſible, by 
the Tranſport, with which ſhe approach'd 
Me. 8 


A 


4 
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A modeſt Bluſh, which then overſpread 
her Countenance, through a Senſe of Decen- 
cy, and Shamefacedneſs, at the Part ſhe was 
obliged to act, render'd her, in my Eyes, a 
Thouſand Times more charming, than ever; 
and, I was, at leaſt, as much diſorder'd as 
ſhe, when, accoſting me, with a timorous 
Air; Sir, ſaid ſhe, I have not been able, 
ts look on you, without loving you ; I have 
no ſmall Fortune; will you permit me to 
ſhare it with you, by giving me your Hand? 


Scarce had ſhe utter'd theſe Words, when, 
being no longer reſtrained, by my Regard to 
the fatal Prediction, I roſe up eagerly, and, 
throwing myſelf at her Feet, asked her Thou- 
ſand Pardons, for the Part, I had ſuffer'd her to 
att, What ſhall I ſay farther, Monſieur 
L Abbe? I conducted her Home; we found 
ſeveral Obſtacles to the Publication of our 
Bans *; the Uncle, of whom I have told you 
before, had Recourſe, to the Authority of his 
Holineſs, to prevent our Marriage. 


Enraged thereat, I threatened, to be myſelf 
the Author, of the Misfortune, which he was 
apprehenſive would befall me, through that 
Marriage, by ending my own _— 

| ew 
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® In moſt Foreign Countries, Perſons of the 
greateſt Quality, are obliged to have the Bang 
Fubliſh'd, It were to be wiſt d, it were 10 here. 


206 The B S - Bo Px. 


knew me to be both paſſionate and reſolute; 
being afraid, therefore, of my giving Way to 
my Deſpair, and being as good as Word, he 
cauſed the Obſlacles to be removed, and aban- 
doned me to my Fate, | 


The Ceremony, of our Wedding, was ſolem- 
nized, with the utmoſt Splendor ; the befure- 
mentioned Misfortunes, which had attended 
all thoſe, who had run the Venture, had mad: 
the Public, concern themſelves in the Iſſue of 
ours. All Rome were preſent thereat; the Bride 
appeared with ſuch a Magnificence in her Dreſs, 
and ſuch a Satisfaction in her Countenance, as 
had never been obſerved, in her Marriages ; this 
ſeemed an auſpicious Preſage, of the Proſperi- 
ty, with which ours would be accompanied. 
That very Night, all the Streets, in the Neigh- 
bourhood, were full of People, who were cx- 

ing, every Moment, to hear «of my com- 
ing to ſome untimely End; but my Aſcendant 
proved the ſtrongeſt. 


Next Day I appeared, with infinite Joy in 
my Looks; and was obliged to ſhew myſelf 
ublickly, to ſatisfy, the earneſt Deſire of the 
opulace, to ſee me. A general Acclamation 
aroſe, the Moment they ſet Eyes on me; and 
the whole City ſeemed, to ſympathize with 
my Tranſports ; neither could I ever ftir out, 
afterwards, without being attended, with 3 
Crowd of People. 


_ His Holinefs, likewiſe, in Conſideration of 
this Marriage, attach'd me to his Service; by 
giving 
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eving me a conſiderable Employment in his 
Houſhold ; but, unfortunately for me, he died, 
within a little while after ; and his Succeſlor, 
not having the ſame Regard for me, my Fortune 
declined inſenſibly. 


In Effect, I had given too much Way to 
Pageantry and, without troubling my Head 
about Futurity, had laviſh'd, in vain Ol 
the great Riches, brought me by my Wife : 
Not being able to ſubmit, therefore, to the 
Thoughts, of retrenching my Expences, and 
appearing, but in a middling Figure, in a City, 
where I was known both by Great and Small, 
I reſolved to leave Rome, 


Accordingly, taking Advantage, of the De- 
parture of a Nobleman, who was ſetting out 
for France, my Spouſe and I accompanied him 
to Paris; and the Eſtate I had here, whereon 
I depended for my Subſiſtence, being loſt, by 
Misfortunes, it is needleſs to repeat, I was 
obliged to do ſomething, in order to our Sup- 
port, I apply'd myſelf, therefore, to the Em- 
baſſador of , to whom I had ſome Re- 
commendations ; he was pleaſed to ſympathize 
with my Misfortunes, and, till he can provide 
better for me, has beſtowed on me, the Em- 
ployment, I have now under him, 


In the mean while, his Excellency accompa- 
nies all his Commands, with ſo much Goodneſs, 
and Diſtinction, and finds out ſo many Op- 

rtunities, to do me Service, that 1 don't 
at all þluſh, at this Change in my Fortune; or 

my 
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my Dependence, We live contented, and at 
our Kale; my Buſineſs diverts me, at the ſame 
I ime that it employs me; my Spouſe is al. 
ways obliging and amiable ; and nothing is ca- 
pable of altering her Sentiments: i have had 
ſeveral Children, the Fruits of her Tent. 
neſs; we have a conhderable Fortune, in Ex- 
pectation, from divers Quarters; and, in tle 
mean while, we ſpend our Days, in a {weet 
Harmony, and Tranquility, 


CHAP, 
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Bigand is releaſed from Confinement. The 
Task that is ſet him, as a Trial of his 
Abilities. The remarkable Adtenture, 
and Combat, of an old bandy-legg?d 
Fellow, with a vigorous young Genide- 
man, 


S ſoon as Saint Onge had concluded his re- 

markable Story, he roſe up, and went 

to diſcharge the Duties of his Employment: 

Three Days, did I continue in Suſpenſe, as to 

my Fate; during which, the Secretary, and his 

obliging Spouſe, ſpent the Evening, and ſupp'd 
with me, every Night. 


There was no Need, of being pre-poſſe(sd 
in her Favour, in order to induce me, to think 
that Lady beautiful; for ſhe was indeed extream- 
ly amiable ; in ſhort, I could never have been 
tired, nor never melancholy, in the Company 
of this good-humour'd Pair; neither was my 
Mind diſquieted, by any diſagreeable Fure-bo- 
dings. | 


On the Fourth Day, Saint Onge enter'd my 
Room, about Eight in the Morning, with a 
ſmiling 
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ſmiling Countenance, which ſeem'd to pro. 
miſe me ſome welcome News: Atcordingly, 
well, Monſieur Z Abbe, cry'd he, at laſt you 
are free ; his Excellency orders you, to haſten to 
him, in his Cloſet ; and I am much miltaken, 
if he docs not think of ſomething for your Ad- 
vantage; I ſhall not fay any more to you, 
T his Speech delighted me infinitely ; where- 
fore, without loſing any Time, I flew to the 
Embaſſador's Apartment. 


As ſoon as he was at Leiſure, I was intro» 
duced into his Cloſet, and threw myſelf at his 
Feet; but he made me get up, immediately, 
and thus accoſted me: Your Sincerity has 
pleaſed me, Monſcur CU Abbe; if you will 
promiſe me, therefore, to be diſcreet for the 
future, I will ſecure you from wanting, by 
giving you Bread, 


You are cunning, ingenious, and inquiſi- 
tive; which Qualities will ſuit me very well, 
provided they are attended, with a prudent Be- 
haviour, I want one, who may be able to 
procure me Intelligence, of divers Things, 
which nearly concern me; a Man never diſ- 
charges any Office ſo well, as when it agrees 
with his Inclination ; I bethought me imme- 
diately, on hearing your Story, of what Ser- 
vice you was — capable: Conſider, whe- 
ther you are willing, to devote yourſelf to my 
Service, 


Ah! my Lord, cry'd I, being in Raptures, 
at a Favour, ſo conformable to my Fancy, how 
greatly 
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greatly am I indebted to you? And, how for- 
tunate, for me, was the Day, when I had the 
Honour, and Happineſs, to be brought to your 
Excellency's? On ſaying this, I threw my ſelf 
again at his Feet; but he raiſed nie up, very 
graciouſly, charging me to behave prudently, 
and with Diſcretion; I have made an End of 
of your Aﬀair, purſued he, and you may ap- 
pear again boldly ; but, in order to try, whether 
you are able, to ſerve me efteCtually, | defire 
you would bring me an Account, to what 
Means I have had Recourſe, to deliver you from 
the Enemy, who was in Purſuit of you; and 
I allow you three Days, for the Performance 
of this, 


You may now go back, continued he, to 
Saint Onge ; I have already given him my Or- 
ders about you; and have ſettled your Wages; 
which he is to pay you every Month, Having 
thus ſpoken, he made a Sign for me to with- 
draw; which I did accordingly, rejoycing at 
my Heart, to find that this Affair, was ſo hap- 
pily terminated, 


Never had any News, in my whole Life, been 
ſo agreeable to me, as this whereof I had juſt 
been informed; I was ſo much tranſported 
thereat, that I could hardly contain myſelf, I 
haſtened to Saint Onge, and acquainted him 
therewith; he congratulated me upon my 
good Fortune; and told me, he had Orders, to 
pay me Fifty Livres a Month, 
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I thought the Wages very handſome ; and 
apprized him of the Task enjoined me; 
whereupon he adviſed me, to leave no Means 
unellay'd, to ſucceed therein, Undoubtelly, 
continued he, his Excellency thinks it pret- 
ty difficult io come at this Diſcovery, ſince lie 
has pitch'd upon it, as the Touch-Stone, where- 
by to try your Abilities. 


No Matter for that, cry'd I, to Saint Onge, 
I will warrant I will perform it, to his Satisfac- 
tion, let it be never ſo hard to be accompliſhed : 
Having thus ſaid, I haſten'd directly to the 
Street de——— ; and took up my Standing, inan 
Alley, over agaiuiſt tlie Houſe of Madame de B, 
that fair kind-hearied Lady, of whom am- 
ple v.ention has been made, in the former Part 
of my Adventures, 


Having placed myſelfthere, I watched narrow- 


ly, all that went in or came out, of her Door; 


and particularly, whether D'O/illy, or Beri- 
card, entered therein; for my Suſpicion fell 
immediately upon them; and it will be ſeen, 
hercafter, that I had not judged amis. 


My Expectation, however, was vain ; for 
I waited there, till Six in the Evening. without 
being able to mect with any Thing, which 
could give me an Inſight, into what I wanted, 
Hereupon, growing out of Patience, I ad- 
dreſs'd myſelf to a Vintner, who uſed to ſerve 
Madame de B with Wine, and asked 
him, (not fearing to be known. by hun,) 
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as if I was juſt come out of the Country, 
whether that Lady was in Lowe. 


He told me, ſhe had not been ſeen, ever ſince 
the Mistortune, that had happened to one 
Monſ. D'O/illy, who paſſed for one of her Re- 
lations ; and who had been taken into Cuſtody, 
Four Days before, at Six a Clock in the Morn- 
ing: It would be impoflible, to tell you the Im- 

reſlion, this News made upon me; nevertheleſs, 

did not rejoice thereat, as much Reaſon, as, 1 
thought, I had, to complain of his Cruelty and 
I ngracitude, 


This Account, not ſatisfying me entirely, I 
begg'd the Vintner to intorm me, whether he 
did not know, what was becoine of one Hericard, 
who waited upon that D'O/i/ly. No Body bet- 
ter, anſwered he; and calling one of his Draw- 
ers, he ordered him, to ſhew me the Place, where 
he utually frequented; and to which they cariied 
him Wine very oſten. I he Servant went thi- 
ther with me directly ; telling me, at parting, 
it was up three Pair of Stairs; and adding, with 
a malicious Sneer, that a good pretty brown 
Laſs lodged there, whom, he believed, not to be 
indifferent, to honeſt Bericard. 


I took good Notice of the Houſe; which 
done, I went directly to a Broker's; where, 
with the poor Louis d'Or, I had left, I bought 
an old dirty Frock, together with all the Imple- 
ments, 7+ hem to a Shoe-Cleaner. Being 


thus equipp'd, I haſtened to the Chamber, 


which had been aſſigned me at the Emballador's, 
to 
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to put on my Diſguiſe; and, having greaſed 
my Hair, and, ſmeared my Face all over, waz 
transformed, in a Moment, into a compleat 
Member, of the worthy Fraternity, of Japan- 
ners of Shoes, 


Thus metamorphoſed, I repaired to the 
Houſe, where I was to find Bericard; and, 
ſtealing up to the third Story, peeped through 
the Key-Hole, and ſaw my Gentleman, at 
Table, with a young Woman, who ſeemed to 
me tolerably handſome. I liſtened, therefore, 
attentively, to their Diſcourſe; and ſoon over- 
heard Bericard, as he thus beſpoke the Lady of 
his Aﬀections, 


We muſt abſolutely ward off this Blow, 
wherewith he is threatened ; (it was of D'O/ilh, 
I found, he was talking ;) if he is ſent a Tranſ. 
port to the Plantations, we are utterly ruined: 
Never was Maſter, ſo much a Benefactor to a 
Servant, as this of mine; in one Day, one 
gets more with him, than in a Year with ano- 
ther; he has the moſt ſurprizing Shifts, and 
Stratagems, that can be imagined, I cannot 
conceive, by whoſe Means, he was taken into 
Cuſtody ; nor who could be able, to inform his 
Father, of the Place of his Abode, unleſs it 
be the Scoundrel, who has robb'd him: How- 
over that be, continued he, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſave him. 


You will find it very difficult, ſaid the young 
Woman; had not his Father intermeddled 
therewith, the Thing would be more bat 
cable 
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ſed cable; why don't you endeavour, to gain him 
vas Wl over to your Side? have already uſed my utmoſt 
cat Wl Efforts, to that Purpoſe, anſwered Hericard; but 
in- he is inexorable: He told me, the Loſs of the 

aſt Sum of Money, ftolen from him by his 

Sg, was the Occaſion, of his lying three 
the A nths in Priſon, for Debt; and concluded with 
nd, WF afluring me, he had made an Oath never to 
ick ſorgive him. | 


at 

| to To my Comfort, I have another Stratagem 
"Te, ¶ ready, purſued Bericard; | have gained over 
'er- MW the Brother, of Madame de B , who is a 


of MW Captain of Foot; we have drawn up Articles 
for his enliſting ; and, if we can but manage 
Matters fo, as to get them ſigned by my Maſter, 
ow, Wl neither Father, nor any one elſe, will have it 
ply, Win his Power, to prevent his Enlargement. 


ed: If that be all, reply'd the young Woman, 
to a the Buſineſs will be ſoon done; one of my 
one WW Uncles, is Turnkey of the Priſon, wheie he is 


no- confined; and, in Caſe, he has him not, im- 
and mediately, under his Cuſtody, by giving ſome 
mot Money, to his Brother-Turnkev, to drink, we 
into 


may eaſily get Admittance to him. 


Taking this for granted, reſumed Bericard, 
here are the Artieles, together with a Louis d'Or ; 
uſe your utmoſt Endeavours, to get this Af- 
fair accompliſh'd, as ſoon as poſſible; it will not 
de the worſe for our ſelves Home Noiſe 


ung Wl, then, heard, upon the Stair-Caſe, made 
dled Wane withdraw; which I did, extreamly well 
ww fleaſad, with-this Diſcovery. 

- 


Having 


| 
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Having thus, happily, executed my Commic. 
ſion, I 1cturned to Saint Onge ; and ask'd him 
whcther luis Excellency was at Leiſure to be o- 
ken with; he adviſcd me to wait till next Mor- 
ning; the Butineſs not being of ſufficient Con. 
ſequence, io interrupt him on that Account: | 
took down, theretoregall the Particulars, where. 
of I had been informed, in Writing ; which 
done, I went out again, in the ſame Dreſs, with 
Intent, to go in Queſt ot ſome other Adventure, 
which might convince the Embatiador, of my 
Activity, and Vigilance. 


As I was paſſing through the Street Larmina, 
I obſerved a little bandy-legg'd old Fellow, 
who walk'd along with greac Frecaution; ſtop- 


ping a little, from Time to Time, and then 


mending his Pace: Hereupon, I ſuſpected, he 
was upon ſome extravidiuary, and important 
Deſigu; for which Reaſon, I reſolved to follow 
him. He look'd behind him, every now aud 
then; but, as it began to grow dark, IU e- 
cur'd myſeiſ, from his miſtruſtſul Eyes, by 
keeping ſomewhat, continually, between bim 
and me, which concealed me, from his watch- 
ful Looks, and his Diſtruſt: At laſt, he ſtopt, 
in a Street that was no T horough-tare, where 
I ſaw him hide himſelf, behind a Door. N 


In the mean while, the Night had entirely 
overſpread our Hemiſphere; it was Moon- 
ſhine, indeed, but the thick Clouds over-ſha- 
dowing it, and intercepting its Light, it was 
ſo gloomy, that it was unpoſlible to diſtinguiſh 
Objects, 
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Objects. This gave me the Courage, to ap- 
proach, as near as poſſible, to the Door, 
where I could hear ſome Perſons talking ; 
but ſo low, that it was not, without Difficulty, 
could diſtinguiſh what was ſaid: This not 
ſuiting my inquiſitive Temper, I quitted my 
station; and placed myſelf in ſuch a Manner, 
| loſt not one Word of the Diſcourſe, 


The Deſign is very bold and dangerous, 
kid a Voice; I am very much afraid, you will 
not come off with Honour ; ſo many others 
have miſcarried in the Attempt, that you may, 
ſery probably, meet with the ſame Fate. I have 
taken ſuch good Meaſures, anſwered a ſecond 
Voice, that this Kill-Cow ſhall be very artful, 
very ſtrong, and very brave indeed, if he eſ- 
capes me. As poorly as I ſtand, upon my 
Pedeſtals, the Danger does not terrify me; 
perhaps, had this Man- Slayer had me to deal 
with, at the Beginning, and I had been as 
well provided for him, as I am at preſent, he 
would not have killed ſo many Perſons. 


Certainly, continued he, who had begun 
the Diſcourſe, you don't know the Man; 1 
am perfectly ſatisfy'd of your Bravery, and 
don't at all doubt, your having laid your 
Scheme very well; but, do you conſider, that 
the Adverſary, you are to cope with, is not 


only endued with extraordinary Courage, but 


is one of infinite Addreſs, and Dexterity ; he 
has already been the Death, of thirty-two Per- 
ſons, in ſingle Combat; and, in that Number, 

L they 


| 
| 
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they reckon up ſeveral, of the beſt Swordſmen 
4n France, 


I know his Story, rejoined the other Voice, 
and have already been a Sufferer by him my. 
"ſelf; but was not then ſo much upon my 
L3uard, nor ſo well prepared for him; in 
ſhert, I have made all the Reflections nece(. 
ſary, upon my Undertaking: But, huſh' 
Somebody is coming; get away; and remem- 
ber what I have told you : Keep you cloſe by 
che Coach; as ſoon as you hear me engaged 
with him, make it come forward; and don't 
you trouble yourſelf, about the Reſt. 


Finding the Man was upon the move, Iwith- 
drew ; and placed 1 in a Neighbouring- 
Alley, from whence, I-could be Witneſs to the 
Scene that wasto follow, without Danger of 
being ſeen myſelf, I had not waited long, be- 
fore I heard a Noiſe, as of ſtruggling, and an 
Outcry, of Here, here; whereupon, I advan- 
ced a little; and, creeping under a Hackney- 
Coach, ſaw, by the Help of a Dark-Lanthorn, 
the moſt extraordinary Combat, that can be 


imagined, 


The old :bandy-legg'd Fellow, had leap'd 


about the Neck, of a luſty young Gentleman; 


who, though he uſed his utmoſt Efforts, to 
diſengage himſelf from him, could not prevent, 
his clapping a Gag in his Mouth, The for- 
mer had drawn his Sword; but Crook-Legs, 
giving him a Stab in the Shoulder, with a Po- 


niard, obliged him 40 let it drop; however, 
| Not with. 
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men notwithſtanding his continuing to threaten him 
with the Poniard, he could never get the Ad- 
vantage of him ſo far, as to faſten on him 
a pair of Handcuffs, with which, he wanted 
to have manacled him. 


His Vanity, in not ſuffering any one to ſe- 
tond him, hinder'd him, from compaſſing this 
his [Intent 3 and made him ſenſible, though too 
late, that the Thing was not ſo eaſy, as he 
had fancied ; as alſo, that even thoſe Enter- 
frizes, Which are beſt contrived, prove, fre- 
(uently, very different, when they come to 
be put in Execution, from what they were be- 
fore imagined, 


In the mean while, the young Gentleman 
mawled Bandy-Legs terribly, with his Fiſt ; 
and ſtruggled ſo effectually, that, at laſt, he 
boſen'd his Hold, and flung him to the Ground; 
but the curſed Crook- Legs fell like a Tennis- 
Ball; and, bounding up again, faſtened, a ſe- 
cond Time, about the Gentleman's Neck. 


The Reſpite he had gained, however, by 
the Fall of his crooked Adverſary, as ſhort'as 
It was, had given him Time, to draw out a 
leap'd long pointed Knife; with which he ſtabb'd 
man; the old Fellow, twice, in the Back, fo that 
s, to he fell to the Ground, crying out horribly : 
vent, de Gentleman then, ſnatching up his Sword, 
for- I nimbly as poſlible, with the other Hand, 

Was about to make the beſt of his Way; but 


ever, 


ver, Megs had brought, by this Times to the Field 
with L 2 pp 


ing 


the Watch, whom the Companion of Bandy- 
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of Battle, ſeeing him in a little Confuſion, op- 
poſed his Paſſage, and changed the Face « 
Affairs. 


The Gentleman, however, was not, in the 
leaſt, daunted; the Fear of being taken ſeem'| 
to give him new Vigour ; he made Uſe of hi; 
Left Hand, as readily as of his Right; and, 
falling upon the foremoſt, of thoſe who pre. 
vented his Flight, immediately laid Two at hi 
Feet. In the mean while, the Tumult, and 
Uproar, increaſed every Moment; and, ſooner 
or later, he muſt have fallen, under the Num- 
ber of his Adverſaries; but, ſome young Sparks, 
who were drinking, in a neighbouring I avern, 
happening to look out at the Window, and 
bluſhing, to ſee one Man, oppreſs'd by a Mul. 
titude, ran out, Sword in Hand, to his Aff 
ſtance: This unforeſeen Relief ſ: ved the Gen- 
tleman; who then got away from his Oppoſer, 
by the Help of the Darkneſs. 


Being hereby prevented, from diving to the 
Bottom, of this ſingular Adventure *, I with- 
drew from under the Coach, for fear of be- 
ing cruſh'd in Pieces; and, intermingling with 
the Crowd, ſaw Bandy-Legs taken up, wel- 
tring in his Blood, and, to all Appearance, 
lifeleſs. They put him into the Coach, in 
this Condition, without his being lamented by 
any one; ſeveralof the People, who were preſent, 

| | happening 


nr 


The Concluſion of this Story is in the Second 
Volume, 


my US wo A ww QyO@a#a as 


„ Op- 
ace of 


in the 
ſeem'( 
of hi; 
and, 
0 Pre- 
at his 
„ and 
ſooner 
Num- 
parks, 
avern, 
„ and 
Mul. 
3 Aﬀſ- 
Gen- 


polen, 


to the 
with- 
of be- 
with 

wel. 
rance, 
h, in 
ted by 
reſent, 
ning 


— — 


The Bus v -BO PDP. 221 


happening to know him, and giving out, that 
he was not only a Spy, but one of the moſt 
dangerous of that Sort : Hereupon, the Popu- 
Iace, who, when they take an Averſion to 
any one, are always in Extreams, would have 
torn him in Pieces, had it not been for the 
Watch, who guarded the Coach, and made 
it drive on. 


I followed the poor wounded old Wretch, 
25 did the Mob alſo, to the Priſon, whither the 
Watch conducted him; and, finding I could 
not get any farther Intelligence there, return- 
ed homewards, alone, reflecting upon what 1 
had juſt ſeen ; when another uncommon Adven- 
ture, ſoon obliterated, theſe melancholy Im- 
preſſions, 


— 
* 1 —— Ir 
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CHAP. IV, 


Bigand meets an unaccountable Man, why 
is talking to himſelf. Its Soliloquy,; 
and Deſcription, The Stratagem, lo 
which Bigand is forced to have Ke. 
courſe, in Order to prevail, on, him, 
to enter into Converſation. 


1 HAD not got far, on my Way. to the 
Eqbaſſador's, when croſſing a Street, 
which led to his Houſe, I happen'd to over- 
take a Man, whom I obſerved to be alone; 
and was not a little ſurprized, to perceive, he 
was talking, with great Vehemence, and E- 
motion, Looking about, on every Side, and 
not ſeeing a Soul near him, undaubtedly, ſaid! 


to myſelf, the poor Wretch is crack-brained 


What the Devil does he mean, by thus chat- 
tering to himſelf? Beyond Diſpute he mult be 
Mad !. 


I could not help liſtening, however, to his 
Diſcourſe; in order to be convinced, whether 
my Suſpicion was right; and ſoon found it 6 
very particular, that I reſolved, not to Joſe one 
Word of. it: Accordiagly, I followed him 


Step by Step; and had not gone far, before | 
| plainly 
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plainly overheard him, continuing his Soliloquy, 
in the following moſt extraordinary Manner. 


«© The Devil muſt certainly be in me, to- 
« trot thus, up and down the Streets, every 
« Night! Is not it a horrible Thing, that, 
« with a tolerable Share of good Senſe, and 
« fo perfect a Hatred, as I bear: to all Man- 
« kind, I ſhould yet ſtay in this curſed City; 
« where a Man cannot go two Steps, with- 
« out meeting with- ſomething: to- provoke 
« him! Very fine! Look there now | What 
« wants that Chitty-Face, with his Noſe alt 
« a-wry ?- What does the Coxcomb ſtare at? 
« Will he never have eyed me enough, with 
« his Perruque like a+ Furzze-Buſh ? Crood- 
« lack! Have a Care of thy Neck, don't 
« ftretch it out ſo much, thou wilt break it 
« elſe, with thy ſhrugg'd-up Shoulders! 


„Ha! Whence bolted that Fellow? Iz 
« ſtamps, and fumes, is not he juſt come 
« from lofing his Money? He knits his Brows ! 
Why does he ſtop near that Shop? 
—＋1 A Plague take the Coaches; What l- 
can't a Man ſtir one Step, without being 
* ſplaſmd with Dirt ?!—— Again! Have a 
* Care there! Theſe Hackney Raſcals are- 
* very infolent, with their haltf- ſtarved- 
A Jades. — 


* Good again ! Behold that Powder-Puff,. 
* with his Flambeau, and his whining amo-- 
* rous Look! I durſt lay a Wager, he is juſt- 
* come, from yowing an eternal Paſſion; 


L. 4. which 
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** which he is far from feeling, to ſome pry- 
© diſh Coquet ; whilſt ſhe, with a counterfeit 
Air of Modeſty, makes him repeat a double 
Entendre, which ſhe, probably, underſtood, 
** when but Twelve Years old. 


« O dear! O dear! Very fine, in. 
<6 deed! By my Holy-Dame, that affected 
*© Dowdy is much in the right on't, to have 
Two Flambeaux, to light her old-faſhioned 
** Carcaſe, that is ready to drop into the 
Grave: What! without a Coach? I beg 
*© her Pardon, ſhe goes but juſt croſs the 
*© Street, Merciful Heavens! What lan- 
Y guiſhing Eyes! What a preciſe Look! 
** Take Care, I beg you, that no-body 
touches her. March on, then, Abigail 
© tuck up your Clouts, and let Mr, 
*© Courtal paſs: Oh! pray don't eat me, with 
= your pert ſhrivel'd Look; your great 
*© Patch, ſtuck upon the Top of your Fore- 
head, does not fright me, nor yet your 
long Toledo=———W hat! I think the Pup 
4 py chatters! Go, go, march along, with 

Py £ ng 
« your antiquated Garb. 


« But hold! What comes here? A Bury- 
« ing! Ay, and a very ſtately one too | The 
4 Deceaſed was rich undoubtedly ; he 1s 
© much richer now, however, for he wants 
„ nothing; would I were in his Place. Let 
cc us obſerve the Mourners a little; aha! 1 
«© ſee one of them, that laughs under his 
4 Handkerchief! Hark you Friend, you 
„% know the Neighbourhood without 2 

| whoſe 
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« whoſe Funeral is this? Is it a Woman or 


« a Man, married or ſingle, Widow or Wi- 
« dower, Old or Young ? 


« Oh! *Tis a married Woman; a Mer- 
« chant's Wife; Mrs.ſuch a one! Faith, if that 
« is the Caſe, no Wonder the Husband does 
« not weep much; it is very natural; She 
« ſpent all the Day, in oſtentatious Works of 
« Charity, and all the Night, in drinking 
Champagne Above Forty Thouſand Livres 
« a Year, do you ſay! She will be a better 
« Houſewife for the future. : 


„ Good Iack-a-Day ! What little Hump- 
& back is this, who is ſo full of AﬀeRation ! 
„% My Stars! How polite, how ceremonious, 
and how fine, the Spark is! What a miſ- 
« ſhapen Lump it is! Ah! I beg thy Par- 
don, my Lord; didſt thou but hide thy 
« Hump, as much as thou diſplayeſt thy 
« Hand, becauſe it is white, and adorned 
„with a fine Diamond, I ſhould not have 
ſeen one Defect in thee: Go, march along, 
* thou art bandy-legg'd to boot; Ah! that 
* is too much; by thy ſullen, thoughtful 
„Look, I believe thee to be both a Knave, 
* and an Impoſtor, But, are there any 
* others now-a-days?” 


Here I could not forbear Laughing, at the 
Vehemence, with which this modern Reviver, 
of the dect of Cynicks, raved to himſelf; up- 
on which, obſerving, that I had been liſtening 


to his inary Soliloquy, ke turned his 
extraordinary * hy 
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Back upon me, in a Paſſion, and went into 2M, H 
Tavern, whither I followed him: His humorous Ml Wa 
Diſcourſe havieg diverted me too much, fo 

me to Joſe Sight of him, ſo ſoon, E 


I'entred, therefore, into the ſame Room with tber 
him ; and placed myſelf, at a little Table, not 
far from that where he fat, leaning upon both 
Elbows, and ſupporting his Head, with hiz 
Hands, He ſtampt, frequently, with his Feet; 
which proceeded, no Doubt, from his Impa- 
tience, at not being waited on ſoon enough; 
by Chance he caſt his Eyes upon me ; but took 
them off again in a Moment, with an angry 
Look, being diſpleaſed, undoubtedly, at finding 
himſelf ſo near a Man, who had the Air of f 
Beggar; and, I dare ſwear, he did not ſpare 
me, at that Time, a Jot more than the reſt, 


 Whilfthe was muttering to himſelf; I'view' 
him narrowly, from Head to Foot; and h on 
Perſon ſeemed, to me, as extraordinary, as li his 
Behaviour. He appeared to be about fiſt 
Years of Age, by the Wrinkles, en one Side oil © 
his Face; but, which ſurprized me vaſtly, upon Li 
obſerving the other, one ſhould not hae E. 
judged him to be above half ſo much; undoubt-WI w. 
edly, thinks I he has uſed the wrinkled Side, mor fo 
than the other. His Eyes, which were large th 
and ſhew'd a great deal of the white, ge 01 
him an angry, and cholerick Look. Hi as 
Brows, which were thick, and ſhaped like au C 
S, lorded it upon a Forehead, of. an amazing rc 


Height, which one might have compared ol f 
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into 2 Heath; ſo greatly was it disfigured, with 


1orous Ml Warts, Hair, and Scars. 


His Perruque, which was as black as Jet, 
and had formerly been in buckle, though 


there were then no Curls remaining, did not 
cover above half his Noddle ; and the Dirti- 
neſs of the Cawl, had render'd it fo ſmooth, 
and apt to flip about, that he could not move 
his Head in the leaſt, but this Scare-Crow of 


about like a Whirligig; which contributed, 
not a little, towards giving an Air of Diſtrac- 
tion, to every Thing he ſaid or did. 


As for his Noſe, one. could ſcarce ſee any 
one he had, it was fo very flat; and, had it 


his Eye-Brows, 


His Mouth was. ſet off with two enormous 
Lips, ſo very dry, and parched up, by his 
Earneſtneſs in Diſcourſe ;. that the Skin 
was become livid, and peel'd off: Then, 
for his Chin, that was. more extraordinary 
than all the reſt ;. for, it was ſpeckled all 
over with white, and*red ; and. as ſhining, 
as if it had been juſt taken out, of a Barrel of 
Oyl: To füm up all, his Neck was very 
rough, and as long as a Crane's; and, be- 


2 Wig, would be all on one Side, and turn'd. 


not been for two Noſtrils, of a prodigious Size, 
wherein numberleſs Hairs, beſmear'd with 
Snuff, appear'd as thick, as Trees in a Grove, 
one might have taken it for the Shadow of 


hdes this, it was -made in ſuch a manner, 
that. 
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that his Head turned upon it, with as much 
eaſe, as if it had been placed upon a Spindle. 


As for his Cloaths, they were of a Buff. 
Colour, arid pretty handſome, but with But. 
tons as big as Turnips; as for his Sword, 
it was but ſhort; to make Amends, however, 
the Hilt might have vy'd, fer Largeneſs, with 
the moſt enormc us, in the Swiſs Cantons. 


What pleaſed me yet more, in my Survey, 
of this extraordinary Mortal, was his Snuff. 
Box: It was a perſect Kettle-Drum, and of 
a very ſhining Metal ; inſomuch, that it might 
have paſs'd for Gold, had it been in more de- 
cent Hands. In ſhort, it was of a monſtrous 
Size; but, no Wonder; for he took Snuff, 
with ſuch a Guſt, that he lifted up his Eyes to 
Heaven, as if to give Thanks, for ſo great a 
Blefling ; and, before he took each Pinch, he 
would hawk, and ſpit, for ſeveral Minutes: 
Nay, he had brought his Organs fo much 
under Subjection, that he had found the Way, 
10 ſpit, and blow his Noſe, both at once. 


At laſt, the Wine came; but not without 
his ſtorming, for having waited ſo long: The 
Drawer made Abundance of Apologies ; but he 
had to deal with a Man, who would not eaſily 
be put off with Excuſes; accordingly, he ra- 
ved, for Half an Hour together,: about the 
Glaſs, which, he complained, was not well 
enough rinced : Let us ſee your Hands, Sirrah, 
ery'd he, I durſt lay a Wager, they have 1. 
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been waſh'd this Week; a Plague take the 
dirty Raſcal. 


Pardon me, Sir, anſwered the Drawer, 
though I were not diſpoſed to waſh them, of 
my own Inclination, I am obliged to be dab- 
bling, ſo often, in Water, to rince the Glaſſes, 
that Call you this rincing, cry'd this 
eternal Fault-finder, interrupting him, in a 
Paſſion z and thefe Spots too, continued he, 
holding up the Glaſs! But, Sir, anſwered the 
Drawer, don't you fee, plainly, that they 
are Flaws in the Glaſs? You are a ſauc 
Jackanapes, reply'd old Surly, haſtily ; wer þ 
which is yet worſe, you are a ſcuryy Jeſter ; 
be gone, and leave me to myſelf. 


Had I not had the Deſign, to enter into 
Converſation, with this Original of a Man, 
this Succeſſor of Timon's, I ſhould have burſt 
into a Laughter; but, on that Account, I 
refrain'd, though not without great Difficulty : 
For that Matter, Sir, cry'd I, you are much 
in the Right on*t, one cannot be worſe ſerv'd, 
than one is, at preſent, in all theſe Taverns. 


I imagin'd, this my Aſſent, to what he had 
been ſaying, would procure me an Anſwer ; 
but 1 had to do with a Man, who would 
not, ſo eaſily, become acquainted with 5” Avena 
Accordingly, he only gave me a ſcornful Look, 
took up his Bottle and Glaſs, and remov'd, 
with them, to one of the Corners of the 
Room : I was nettled at this Procedure ; and, 
the more averſe he ſeemed, to engage in Diſ- 
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courſe with me, the more was I reſolved, ta. 
accompliſh my Deſign, 


After conſidering, therefore, a few Moments, 
how to bring it about, I rightly judged, there 
could be no better Way, than to pretend my 
ſelf infected, with the ſame Kind of Extra- 
vagance, as he.was: Accordingly, I began to 
mutter between my Teeth ; whereupon, he 
immediately lean'd his Head forwards, and 
ſeem'd to nibble at the Bait; I, then, ſpoke 
out diſtinaly, and, in an impatient Tone, 


ſurprized . him with the following odd So- 
liloquy. 


How miſerable, is the Wretch that is poor 
he is ſure to be deſpiſed, by the whole World! 
Were I. in affluent Circumſtances, or could 
I find. a Purſe, . with a Hundred Louis d'Or 
therein, when I go out of this Tavern, the 
Caſe would be ſtrangely altered with me, 1 
run directly to a Broker's, and. buy a Suit of 
laced Cloaths; from thence, I proceed to a 
Gaming-Houſe; Make way there, ſays I, ad- 
vancing boldly to the Table, and throwing, 
down Twenty Piſtoles thereon, 


All Eyes are fix'd upon me, at this Sight, 
Zooks, cries one, this is ſomething like 2. 
Player! Let us. obſerve! Every one is on 
Tip-toe, to ſee my Chance; I win; a thou- 
fand Compliments are made me, by thoſe 
not concern'd in the Caſt ; I refuſe to take 
up my Money, and ftake the whole again ;, 
this. Imprudence is extolld ; Fortune con- 

2 cu 


Suppers are 
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curs luckily with my Want of Conduct; 
break all the Gameſters; and carry off Five 
hundred Piſtoles. 


Hereupon, the Supporters of the Hazard- 
Table, tender me their Service; one deſires 
my Company to Supper, another offers me 
his Coach, to carry me Home: I continue 
playing, for ſeveral Days following, with the. 
ſame Good-Luck ; here comes the Prince of 
Gameſters, cry they, as ſoon as I appear; all 
run to meet me, with a Smile, and officiouſly. 
ſtrive, to anticipate all my Wiſhes. Is it hot, 
they offer me Refreſhments !” Is it cold; they 
give me the beſt Place next the Fire! Till 
Company comes in, they divert me with all 
the Intrigues, and Scandal of the Town; one 
invites me, with a Whiſper, to throw at his 
Money; another beats about the Buſn; boaſts 
of his great Riches in Expectation; and talks 
of his former Affluence; but concludes, with 
telling me, that his Ill-Luck had quite ſtript 
him of all; and intreating me, to lend him 
Four Piſtolee——— With all my Heart, Sir, 
there they are at your Service Vou need 


My 92 is now cry d up; and Twenty 

ered me, as I am going away 
from the Table, where I have doubled my Mo- 
ney : The Streets are dangerous, let us ſee 
Home, I pitch upon one, whoſe Looks pleaſe 
me beſt ; I will ſup with you to Night, Sic, 
fays I; Ah! Sir, you do me too much 
Honour, 


Scarce 
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Scarce am I got within Doors, but my Name 
is ſounded, with Tranſport ; here is Mr. ſuch 
a one, crys my Introducer, with an Emphaſis, 
At this Word, ſeveral Ladies riſe up, one of 
them in particular, is very handſome, the reſt 
tolerable ; I make my Addrefles to the former; 
every Syllable carries Perſuaſion with it; every 
Thing I ſay, is received with a Smile; I am 
treated with the greateſt Complaiſance ; and 
my Merit, which conſiſts only in my laced 
Cloaths, and well-lined Pockets, is diſplayed 
to the greateſt Advantage. 


The Maſter of the Houſe, obſerves my ha- 
ving ſingled out, the prettieſt of the Ladies, and 
talks loud, that he may put no Conſtraint upon 
my Converſation ; by Degrees the Talk becomes 

eneral; it is a Thouſand Pities, that with all my 
Fre Qualities I don't marry ; I ſhould make 
any Woman happy. 


I anſwer very complaiſantly, that I will think 
upon it; I begin to be tired of a fingle Life: 
Every Body approves of this Diſcourſe, and 
applauds my Sentiments ; all Eyes are turned 
upon the young Lady, to whom I firſt ad- 
dreſs'd my ſelf; ſhe is a Relation; they inte- 
reſt themſelves in her Behalf. I add, that, in 
ſpite of my having, always, been averſe to 
Matrimony, if fuch a charming Creature as 
this Lady, were propoſed, I don't know, whe- 
ther my Mind would not ſoon be changed. 


The 
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The young Beauty bridles up, at this De- 
claration; if it is not ſincere, it is, at leaſt, 
obliging ; all this is ſaid at the Deſert ; the 
Miſtreſs of the Houſe, who is her Aunt, or 
pretends ſo to be, jogs her Niece, with her 
Knee, under the Table, and gives her a ſig- 
nificant Look; which is as much as to ſay 
expreſsly ; Sit upright, Couſin, and endeavour 
to gain the Heart of this rich Gentleman ; he 
will be a good Match for you, 


Supper being over, every one feigns an 
Errand out of the Room, as if about ſome 
Buſineſs, and I am left alone, with the youn 
Lady; I fall on my Knees before her, — 
ſqueeze her by the Hand ; ſhe does not offer 
to refiſt, but juſt as much, as abſolute Decency 
requires; beſides, ſhe muſt make ſure of me; 
[ utter a hundred Impertinencies ; but whether, I 
talk to the purpoſe, or not, it matters not a 
Farthing, my agreeable Converſation, and 
ready Wit, is cry'd up. 


The Company returns; it grows late; the 
young Lady, and her Mother, who are but 
Vifiters, muſt be going Home; I take Ad- 
vantage of that Opportunity; I will ſet you 
down, Ladies; my Coach is but at the Door; 
though it is hired, but by the Week, they are 
ſo much prepoſſeſsd in my Favour, they ſup- 
poſe it mine; I carry them to their Houſe, 
on Pretence of Good-Manners, and band 
them into their own Apartment; I have my 

| own 
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own Views therein, I have a Mind to fe, 
whether they live in any Figure. 


Good Night, my Lord Marquiſs, ſay they, 
(for I have long been honour'd with that Title; 
the Affluence of my Purſe, being allow'd as a 
ſufficient Proof of my Nobility ;) ſhall we ſes 
you again ſoon? Don't ſtand for Compli- 
ments, but come and foul a Plate, without 
Ceremony: I. promiſe it, and return Home 
perfectly ſatisfied. 


As ſoon as J am in Bed, I begin to conſi- 
der: I have no Eſtate, but what comes by 
Play; Fortune is a great Jilt; it is dangerous 
truſting her too far; one ill Run may undo 
me ; it has been inſinuated to me artfully, that 
the young Lady is a good Match; ſhe has 
Four thouſand Livres, a Year ; that will ſecure 
me a handſome Maintenance ; I have a con- 
ſiderable Sum in ready Money; why ſhould 
not I, make an End of this Affair, as ſoon a 
poſlible ? | 

Having. thus eoncluded within myſelf, I 
ſend,. next Morning, to the officious Friend, 
at whoſe Houſe I had met her, and deſire his 
Company, at Breakfaft ; he flies, at my Invi- 
tation; I take Care, however, not to ſpeak, 
at firſt, of my Deſign. The. Converſation 
turns upon indifferent T hings ; . whatever I ſay, 
ts receiv d with Approbation, and my Judg- 
ment is applauded ; at laſt, the Diſcourſe turns 
upon the Hardneſs of the Times; Money 1s 
very. ſcarce, ſays I; a hundred deſerving Per- 


ſons. 
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ons are in Want; how ſorry am I for it, 
Heaven knows! Why am not I acquainted 
with them ? I would ſpare them the Shame of 
asking: My obliging Friend is filent ; ſeems 
in a deep ſtudy; and. ſighs. 


But are. you unfortunately in this Caſe, Sir, 
continue I? What! you don't ſay a Word! 
You turn away your Eyes! Ah! it is a Sign 
you don't know me! I run to my Cloſet, 
and return, with a Rouleau of a. Hundred 
Pieces; here, they are at your Service, Llend 


them you Abundance of Thanks are-at 
the Tongue's End——  -|Not a Syllable, I 
beſeech you You do but banter me 


let me hear no more of it 


The Hundred Pieces have quite turned-the 
Man's Brain; the Gold, however, finds the 
Way into his Pocket, where the Hand, that 
has placed it there, tells it over ſecretly, with 
Pleaſure ; his Satisfaction is viſible in his 


Countenance; again he offers to return me 
Thanks ——. 


Ah! not a Word of that let us talk 
of your beauteous Couſin; do you know, that 
ſhe is extremely handſome? I ſhould be over- 
joy d to fee her again Ah! Sir, you da 
her. infinite Hpnour! It is true, ſhe is a 
Perſon of. ſtrict. Virtue; and, which is more, 
ſhe is a conſiderable Fortune A Fortune! 
what do I care for that!” If the Fancy ſhould 
take me in the Head, that would be one of 
the laſt Things I ſhould regard, 


But - 
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But ſuppoſing, for once, I ſhould have x 
Mind to marry her (this J add with a banter- 
ing Air) I warrant ſhe would not have me? 
Oh! dear Sir! how can you ſay ſo? 
Alas! ſhe will never be ſo happy, to have 
fuch a Thought enter your Imagination ; but, 
were that to come to paſs, I can anſwer for 
it, the Buſineſs ſhould be ſoon done. 


Well, well, we will conſider about it; I 
don't reject the Offer; you may ſee, whether 
ſhe is diſpoſed, to take Advantage of an Incli- 
nation, which may, perhaps, wear off 
How tranſported am I, at being honoured 
with this Commiſfion | Before Twenty-four 
Hours are expired, you may expect me again, 
with a favourable Anſwer. 


Go your Ways, ſays I, laughing; but re- 
member, continues I, I tell you beforehand, [ 
am worth nothing ; I am not rich Well, 
well, that is a good Jeſt, cries my excellent 
Friend, taking his Leave; my Couſin will be 
contented, with your good Mien ; and having 
thus ſpoken, away he goes. 


Next Morning, he is ſure not to fail coming, 
and inviting me to Dinner: What a Deluge of 
Compliments ! what Profeſſions of Friendſhip! 
The Mother, is juſt ready to run into my 
Mouth ; and the Daughter, can hardly contain 
herſelf for Joy; the Marriage Articles are 
drawn; Dinner is over; 1 ſettle a Hundred 
T houſand Livres, upon my future Spouſe; 


more 
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more Compliments upon that Head ; I clap 
Fifty Pieces, into the Hands of the Lawyer, 
who is ready to leap out of his Skin——eT 
congratulate you, Madam, upon your ap- 
proaching Happineſs, ſays he, to my intended 
Conſort; this is what one may call a Husband, 
indeed; Come, ſign the Writings ; we do ſo; 
and, this done, we part. 


In the mean while, I have left off, going to 
the Hazard- Table, for ſeveral Days: There 
muſt be Jewels, fine Cloaths, and a hand- 
ſome Equipage; my Purſe will never hold 
out, for all theſe Expences ; let us away again 
to the Gaming-Houſe; Fortune will ſtand m 
Friend, as uſual, Away, go I to the Table; 
what Acclamations | Here he comes, cry they 
with an unanimous Voice! Every one offi- 
ciouſly offers me his Service, with a thouſand 
Careſſes, and Compliments. Have you been 
indiſpoſed, Sir? No. Oh! we ſhall have 
ſomething like Play, now, cries, a giddy- 
brained Wretch ; here has been but miſera- 
ble Piddling, during the Abſence of the Mar- 
quils, 


I advance ; Room is made for me; a Hun- 
dred Piſtoles a Throw, or | am gone: I toſs 
them down upon the Table; all Eyes are 
fix'd upon me, at this pleaſing Sight; and an 
agreeable Murmur is beard throughout the 
Room. I ſet you your Hundred Piſtoles, cries 
a Commiſſioner of the Revenues, with a gay, 
chearful Air: Mean while, what a Searching 
of Pockets! What Secret Reckonings ! 2 

w 
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what clandeſtine Deſigns, are there formed, 
under the Pretence of Friendfhip, to undo 
me! | 


Do I loſe? Wut a Pleaſure! Every one 
does his own Buſineſs, and ruins mine. A 
Hundred Pieces more; they are ſoon loſt, and 
ſoon paid; at which the Joy of the Compa- 
ny redoubles. I ſet you two Hundred Piſtoles; 
they are gone in an Inſtant ; Three Hundred, 
the ſame— Three Hundred, good Heavens | 
Well, it is charming, cries a little piddling 
Wretch, who for his miſerable Crown, ftun; 
every Soul, with his Noiſe, What loſt ! all 
loſt ! mereiſul Stars 


The whole Evening is ſpent, with the ſame 
I Luck: At laſt, being quite ſtript, I begin 
to reflect upon my Folly, and am ſeized with 
the Palpitation of the Heart: Every one is 
delighted with the Play; and one may hear 
the Chinking of Money, with Expreſſions of 
the greateſt Satisfaction, in every Corner of 
the Room. For that Matter, fays an im» 
pertinent Coxcomb, who had enrich'd him- 
ſelf, with my Spoils, with an Air of Friendſhip, 
ou have play'd with the moſt unparallel'd Il- 
Lock: Pho! you don't know the Marquis, 
cries another, you ſhall ſee him loſe as much 
more, without the leaſt Concern, 


Mean while, Iam ready to burſt with Mad- 
meſs, at the Impertinence of thefe Puppies. 
All this Time, with all theſe fine Speeches, 


though they find, I don't ſay a Word of having 
my 
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my Revenge, and ſee all my Money is gone, 
0 not one of them comes, and tells me, Here 
are a Hundred Pieces, to ſet you up again: 
Me! who have lent many of them as muc 
e ebove Twenty Times, on the like Occaſien 


d Well, away I go; they know J am quite 
a ſtript; there is no Fear, of their offering to 
Sv; conduct me Home; they ſee plainly, I have 
d, nothing to apprehend from 'I hieves. I leave 
J the Gaming-Table, in Deſpair; to add to 


ns my Misfortune, my Coach can't be found; 
n3 a curſed Hackney appears ; I get therein ; ano- 
all Wl ther Mortification ! not a Sous in my Pocket, 
to pay the Coachman, when I come Home ! 
ſorc d to borrow Halt-a-Crown, of one of my 
me Wl Servants ! 


ith As ſoon as T get within Doors, I lay hold 
is on all my Plate, Jewels, and Cloaths, and 
away I go to ſell them ; Mortification upon 
Mortification ! They are ſtopt ; the unſeaſo- 
zable Hour, cauſes Suſpicion of their being ſto- 
ſn: I-muſt find Somebody to appear for my 
Character; otherwiſe, I ſhall neither have 
Money, nor my Things again; J have Re- 
courſe, like a Fool, to my very good Friend 
above-mentioned, the Couſin's Relation: He 
riſes up, before I ſpeak, and makes a thouſand 
Offers of Service; I inform him, yet more 
ike a Fool, what has befallen me; and 
add, that, as he is well known, I want him 
pies. w anſwer for my Reputation; with all my 
-hes, I Heart, cries he, with a thoughtful Air; let 


ving us 
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us go to the Broker's; we do fo, and ] ſell my 
Things, for Half their Value. 


Thus recruited, I return to the Hazard. 
Table; they ſhout, as ſoon as they ſet Eyes on 
me; they judge I am going to play again; and 
reckon, that the ſame IIl-Luck will attend me; 
wherein they are not miſtaken, 


Being ſtript a ſecond Time of all, I turn 
about to my pretended Friend, to whom J 
had lent the Hundred Piſtoles, and deſire only 
Fifty ; he draws out Twenty, without making 
me any Anſwer; though I could ſee plain- 
ly, at the firſt Run of my Ill-Luck, he had 
taken Advantage thereof, as well as the Reſt, 
and had enrich'd himſelf by my Ruin: I loſ 
theſe, as well as the reſt; and J look about 
again, for my Gentleman, to deſire ſome more; 
but he is gone ; I loſe the Title of a fine Game- 
ſter, which I had fo dearly bought, and fall; 
ſtorming, thundering, and raving, to myſelf, 


The Day ſucceeds to this unfortunate Night; 
J run to my intended Spouſe ; ſhe is already ac- 
quainted with my being undone, and will hardly 
deign to look upon me; I come too earth; 
it is being wanting in Reſpect to the Ladies; 
next Morning, I am given to underſtand, that 
my Marriage is broken off; I haſten to her 
again; I fly thither, to make up Matters; the 
Door is ſhut againſt me; ſhe is gone into the 
Country. O Temgara / O Mores ! Having thus 
ſaid, I gave the Table a Kick, and overthrew 
it, with an Air of the deepeſt Deſpair. 


Here- 


Ii my 
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Hereupon, my Original of a Companion, 
who had liſten'd, with the moſt ſingular At- 
tention, to my aſtoniſhing Diſcourſe, turning 
about to me, on a ſudden ; Is is poſſible, cry d 
he, viewing me narrowly from Head to Foot, 
that a Man, who, but a few Days ago kept 
a Coach, ſhould now be reduc'd to blacking 
Shoes? O adverſe Fortune, theſe are ſome of 
thy Caprices ! Come, Sir, have a good Heart, 
purſued he, come, and partake of a Glaſs, 
with me; as much an Enemy, as I am to all 
Mankind, your Looks, and your Misfortunes, 
have prepoſſeſſed me in your Favour: Draw 
near, I tell you, continued he, finding I ſeem- 
ed to make a Difficulty of ſo doing; I can 
prove to you, that I am yet more unhappy 
than your ſelf; though J am in a quite diffe- 
rent Condition, in other Reſpects; come hi- 
ther, I will tell you my Story. 


I thank'd my new Acquaintance, for his 
kind Offer ; heartily overjoy'd, that I had 
brought him to that very Point, where I want- 
ed him: He was ſo prodigiouſly alter'd in 
his Behaviour, that, inſtead of being fo rough, 
and moroſe, as I had thought him before, 
I found him perfectly civil and obliging; we 
drank two or three Glaſſes; he ſeemed to 
ſtudy for a few Moments; after which, he 
broke Silence, as will be ſeen, in the enſuing 
Chapter, 
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The Surprizing Story, of the Italian Adept, 
and Philcfſopher, Rametzi, 


Was born at the famous City of Venice; and 

my Father was the celebrated Raymund 
Zul“, whoſe profound W ritings, yet extant 
among us, ſufficiently demonſtrate the Extent 
of his Capacity, as well as his conſummate Ex. 
perience, in the moſt exalted, and moſt ab- 
ſtruſe Sciences, Scarcely was I able to read, 
hefore he made me apply myſelf to my Studies; 
taking the Pains, to teach me himſelf, and dis- 
| | covering to me the choiceſt Secrets of Nature, 
| He found, in me, a Diſpoſition, very ready 
|| to receive any great Impreſſions; and a Mind, 
| as ardently defirou-, of improving by his In- 
ſtructions, as he could be, to inſtill! them into 
me, or ſee me a Proficient therein. 


- — CIS po ew — — — 


Ten Years were thus ſpent, in the Study of 
5 the moſt ſublime Branches, of Experimental 
| Philoſophy; 


* 


— — 


— 


| Raymund Lully, te Pup / Huſail, was the 
| Son of Jamc: Lully, 4pothecary, to the third Dae of 
| Venice; and acquired a prodigicus Reputation, 9 
q ciing.cne of the Senators of, a Leproſy ; which Di. 
Semper auas then very common at Venice, and had 
chere been reckoned incurable, | 
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Philoſophy ; and my Mind, inur'd to Difficul- 
ties, no longer ſunk, under the Weight of the 
2 moſt intricate Studies. But, the Caſe was not 
the me with my Father; his Knowledge * for 
which he had been indebted only to his own La- 
tour, and profound Speculations had heen very 
prejudicial to his Healthz and his bodily 
erb Srength was quite worn out, by the intenſe 
Application, and fariguing Toils, of his Mind: 
Accordingly, he died in my Arms, juſt as he 
and bad made himſelf Maſter, of the Philoſopher's 
mud Lone; bis exceſſive Joy, at having found out 
tant MW that invaluable Treafure, contributing not a 
tent MW little, to his ending his Days ſo ſuddenly, 


Ex- 

15 Icomply'd punctually with his laſt Will, and 

each MY after having committed to the Flames, the pre- 4 
lies; Ncous Remains, of ſo venerable a Father, went li 


on, in bringing his laſt Diſcovery to Perfection. 

Not content, with having gained a Point, to 

which ſuch Numbers, of the greateſt Men, vi 
had in vain aſpired, for ſo many Ages, I reſol- 
wed to carry my Enquiries ſtill farther ; and to 
render the rich Matter, not only liquid, but 
permanently fluid. 


M 2 Three 


S 


He began to ſtudy at Rome, at the age of Thirty- 
de, and, in Three Years, made himſelf Maſter of | 


the Wir. Languages. wy 
5 T Ut is pretended, that Philip Raymund Lully, 


called, in the Italian, Rametzi, found ſome liguid Gold, 
ein of the Earth; and that this gave im the 
Hit, of reducing it to a State of Fluidity. 
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Three Years was J thus employed, without 
being able, to accompliſh my Delire ; my clo 
Application, to this Study, impaiied mv Belt 
inſenſibly; and I was obliged by my Weakurh 
to diſcontinue my Enquiry. The Surroy 
wherewith I was ſeized ,at being thus debe rr 

from the Purſuit of my Labours, induced me 
to reflect, upon the Infirmities, of the hum; 
Body; my reſtleſs and inquiſitive Mind, incite 
me, to make an Analyſis thereof; and, ate 
a profound Examination, into the Creation 
Quality, Form, and Afinity, of all the Patt 
the one with the other, I drew this I f.reng 


from thence ; that, if we could find a Remedy ly 

capable of fixing the Nature of the Blood, „ to 

ſhould never grow old; but, on the contrary Ph; 

might arrive at Immortality; or, at lea cor 

might live, as many Ages, upon the Earth, 

the Antidiluvian Patriarchs, 
del 


The Accompliſhment of this Undertaking 
made ſo deep an Impteſſion on me, that, as ſoon 
as I found myſelt on the mending Hand, the 
raiſed a conſiderable Sum; by converting dil rey 
vers Ingots of Gold, with all imaginable x h, 
crecy, into ready Money; for wliich, | after 
wards procured Bills of Exchange; the Eat 
neſ- of our Circumſtances contributing not} — 
3 to our Progreſs, in the Study of Sciences 

eing thus provided, with every Thing necel 
ſary for my Purpoſe, I travelied over all th He 


habitable Parts of the Univerſe; fought oute * 
the melt learned Men; crok'd the moſt re wh 
mY car 


n four 
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mote Mountains and Deſerts; compared the 
Virtues of all Simples; and, after having pro- 
cured a ſufficient Quantity, of every Sort, had 
them all brought, at a prodigious Expence, to 
my Laboratory. 


Ten Years did I ſpend in this Search ; and, 
as ſoon as F was returned, began to apply my 
ſelf to Work, with more Ardour than ever : 
In the mean while, though I kept myſelf as 
retired as poſſible, the uncommon Reputation *, 
acquired by my Father, had ſuch an Influence 
even upon mine, that the learned Virtuoſi, 
flock'd from all Parts to viſit me; and I readi- 
ly communicated to them, all the other Secrets, 
to which I had attained, excepting that of the 
Philoſopher's Stone, which I kept inviolably 
concealed. 


As much an Adept as I was, the Leaven of 
Self-Love ſtill remained in me; and I ſhould 
not, perhaps, have applied myſelf fo indefati- 
gably to Work, had there been No-body in 
the World, whoſe Admiration, might have 
rewarded me for my Labour, According- 
ly, I received with great Civility, all who- 

3 came 


— 


_— 


* Rametzi ſpeaks thus only through Modeſty ;; 
Heinſius cel him highly; and Grotius, together 
with all thyſe, who have treated about the Greas: 
Men of former Times, have enlarged greatly uon 
this Head, Madame Dacier, aljo, has made very 
careful Enguiries, after the Productions of this ro- 
found Adef t. | 
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came to viſit me; and, when my Knowledge 
could be of any Service to them, they were 
ſure of meeting with effectual Relief. 


The new Inſight I had already got in the 
the Science of Phyſick, had far exceeded the 
ordinary Bounds, and conſiderably increaſed 
my Fame; it is true, indeed, I am the firſt, 
who, by the Sight of a Patient's Urine, haz 
been able, to diſcover the moſt ſecret Diſeaſes: 
But I have carried my Knowledge much far T 
ther, and in vain have any endeavoured to M 
imitate me; having made frequent Cures, of 
Diflempers, without flirring out of my Study; “ 
by the profound Knowledge I had acquired, 10 
in rareſying the Urine *, or in reſolving the I: 
Blood, if the Perſon was wounded, into other 1 
Liquors. | 


Howevet, the Phyſicians, who generally 
envy, and bear an III-Will, to any Perſons, 
who perform Cures to their Prejudice, did not i * 
behave in the ſame Manner to me; becauſe 11 * 
never offer'd my Aſſiſtance, to any Patient, 
until they had given him over. They were 
ſo highly pleaſed, with this my Regard to them, 
that they were the firſt, to cry me up; and, in 

one 


— — — * 


® There is fill to be ſeen, at Venice, in the 
Treaſury of the Republick, a Phial, auberein ont | 
may diſcern ſome Liquor ; but, whatever E forts | 
I could make, to diſtinguiſh its Quality, or Ct 
tear, I could never obtain my Defare. 


Hill ts ſeen at Venice. 
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one Word, ſo much was I reſpected, that nei- 
ther Sovereign Prince, Doge, or Senator, 
whatever Privilege his Station, or Quality, 
might give him, ever approach'd my Doors, but. 
on thoſe Days, which I had ſet a-part, for re- 
ceiving Company; when their Viſits were ra- 
ther a Refreſhment to me, than any Hindrance 
to my Labours. | 


Ten Years were thus elapſed, without any 
Thing diſcampoſing the Tranquility of my 
Mind; when one Night, about Eleven, a Ser- 
vant enter'd my Laboratory, where I was in- 
tent, upon the Diſſolution of a Load-Stone, 
which I was reducing into a Vapour in a Phial ©. 
Incenſed, at this unuſual Diſturbance ; Iturned 
about impatiently, and ask'd, whether he had: 
forgot, my having forbid, any one's interrupt-- 
ing me, by Night, in my Sarzebi f? But the 


Servant excus'd himſelf, by telling me, that a 


Senator, accompanied by divers Troopers was 
at my Gate, 


I was not a little ſurprized, and uneaſy, at 
this unſeaſonable Viſit ;, however, I ordered 
M 4 the 


— 


— 


* The Loadſtone, reduced into a Vapour, has Vir- 
tue to re-animate and reſtore all Parts that are de- 
caying ; and it is aver'd, that the long Life of Pre- 
ſter * is entirely owing to his being pofſeſs'd of” 
this invaluable Secret. 

+ Rametzi's Laboratory ia a Cave, which is. 
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the Senator, to be ſhown into the Saloon of 
Diana; that being the Apartment, where J re- 
ceived Company; and, as ſoon as the Servant 
was gone, pulling up a Trap-Door, where l 
concealed all the Treaſures of my Studies, I 
took a Poiſon of my own preparing, and lodg'd 
it behind my Ear; being reſolv'd to make Uſe 
thereof, in Caſe I was ſuſpected, of having 
the Philoſopher's Stone; and they ſhould put 
me to the Torture, in Order to the obtaining 
my Secret, This done, I went to the Sena- 
tor, with great Compoſure of Mind; who thus 
accoſted me, as ſoon. as we were both ſeated. 


*The State, jealous of the Treaſure they 
poſſeſs, in thee, thou Son of the moſt skilful of 
Mankind, will always take the moſt exact 
Care, that thou may'ſt enjoy, in Peace, the 
Fruit of thy Labours: Accordingly, it is an 
eſtabliſhed Law with all, from the greateſt to 
the leaſt Member of the Republick, whatever 
Need he may have of thine unparallelPd Know- 
ledge, not to have Recourſe thereto, but on the 
Days, ſet apart for that Purpoſe by thyſelf. 
But, Oh! Great Rametzi ! give ſome Allow- 
ances for Love; it is that which is the Cauſe 

| of 


* — 


* The Republick, being. afraid. of ling a Subject 
of ſuch Value as Rametzi, bad made a Decree, 
ewhereby it was forbid to diſturb him in his Opera- 
lions; and particular Days arere ſet apart by him, 
for the Relief of thoſe, wwho fraad in need of his in- 
valuable Secrets. | 
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of this Interruption, and has made me pretend 
an Order from the Senate, to break through. 
thy Cuſtoms, Lzkinda is dying; I adore her 
with a boundleſs Ardour; thou knoweſt all 
Things ; and, without having experienced the 
Ravage, made on other weak Mortals, by the- 
Paſhons of the Mind, thou art a Maſter of 
too much Diſcernment, not to be a Judge, 
what inexpreſſible Torments the Heart of 
Man ſuffers, when on the Point of loſing, what. 
it loves to Diſtraction: For the Sake, then, 
of this Love, and of thine own Reputation. 
and Glory, reſtore Likinda to Life, or give- 
me my Death. 


This paſſionate Speech of the Senator's, 
moved me to the greateſt Degree, without my: 
being able to dive into the Reaſon thereof : Let 
me ſee that. Phial, ſaid I, obſerving one in his. 
Hand; I ſuppoſe, it is ſome of the Patient's. 
Water. He did fo, after which, I deſired this 
tender Lover to go into the Cloſet, where I 
made my Obſervations ; and, ordering one of 
my Servants, to bring me the * Blood of a Black 
Goat, poured it into a Veſſel, wherein I had. 
put Litinda's Urine. 

M 5 Having 


* 


— 


* The Blood of a Black Goat, has the Virtue to. 
purify all other Liquors. It is ſaid that Priam, 
King of Troy, took it under the Diſguiſe of Coffee, 
every Morning for Breakfaſt ; which was the Cauſe 
of his living ſo long, and having ſo many Chit- 
dren : The Grand Signor himſelf takes it but duc 
in Nu Days.. 
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Having ſo done, I cover'd the whole with 
Spirits of Wine, and ſet Fire thereto ; the vo- 
latile Flame went out, in a Moment after ; 
but the Spirit was quite evaporated, and would 
not take Fire again. This Circumſtance made 
me change Colour; my Lord, ſaid I, the Patient 
is no longer animated by At this Decla- 
ration, the Senator interrupted me, by falling 
backwards upon his Seat, abſolutely deprived, of 
all his Senſes; but two Drops of Thi = *: 
reſtored him both to Life, .and to his Senſes ; 
which my too ſudden Declaration had endan- 

ered, O Heavens! cry'd he, opening his 

yes, Why did you not ſuffer me to die? Li- 
linda is no longer living! Why did you not 
either prevent this Misfortune, or ſuffer me to 
return, with her, to the ſilent Tomb? 


Whilſt the Senator was thus breathing out 
his mournful Complaints, a Sort of Vapour, 
which iſſued out from the Veſſel, wherein the 
Urine was, . drew all my Attention; I had 
never been uſed to any fuch Phænomenon; it 


created, therefore, ſome Doubts in me; and, 


whether it was, that I had a Mind to remove 
them, or, whether it was, that ſome fatal Pla- 
net, was then predominant over me, I reſolv- 
ed myſelf to ſee, and judge, with my own 
Eyes, the Condition of the Perſon, for whom 
he was come to conſult me, 
With 


— 


+ 4 certain Elixir, now known by the Name of 
Wencral De La Motte: Drops. DING 


£ 
5 
e 
d 


OO” A. 


hn RE i LI CY LY ] 


did not dazzle the —_ — as tlie beaute- 


The Bus y- Bopy. 254 


With this Intent, let us begone, my Lord, 
cry'd I, to the Senator; I am not infallible ; 
let us view Likinda : According to the Rules of 
Art, ſhe ſeems to be paſt Remedy ; but, if ſhe 
be not actually dead already, I am in Hopes of 
ſaving her. On hearing me ſay thus, the Se- 
nator recovered, his Spirits, in ſome Meaſure, 
and roſe up haſtily ; his Countenance clearing 


- up, and ſhewing, the Confidence he repoſed in 


my Skill; it ſeem'd, as if he look'd upon me, 
as ſomething divine: Accordingly, he ſet out 
with me chearfully for his Houſe, and we 
were foon at the Gate. | 


Scarce was it opened to us, when a Slave, 
throwing himſelf proſtrate, at the Feet of the 
Senator; Ahl my Lord, cry'd he, with a 
mournful Voice! He ſaid no more, nor, in- 
deed, was it needful; for, hold, Wretch, 
what art thou about to tell me, cry'd the paſ- 
ſionate Venetian, interrupting him with Fury? 
Alas! you propheſied but too true, continued 


be to me; this dejected Slave, here proſtrate at 


my Feet, this forſaken Houſe, that looks like a 


Deſart, all theſe Circumſtances declare, that 


Likinda is no more: In Effect, as we went 
through the ſtately Apartments, every Soul a- 
voided us, and Grief was viſibly painted in 
every Face. 


At laſt, we came to a ſumptuous Chamber, 
illuminated by divers Chryſtal Branches, full 
of Wax-Tapers ; whoſe Light, nevertheleſs, 
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ous Likinda, faſt lock'd as ſhe lav, in the Arms 
of Death ; that pale Tyrant having quite over- 
ſpread her Face, without depriving her, of any 
of her Charms; inſomuch that ſhe ſeem'd 
only, as if ſleeping. 


On caſting my Eyes, upon the departed Fair 
One, I found myſelf affected, with a ſecret 
Trouble, to which I had been till then a 
Stranger: Mean while, the diſconſolate Sena- 
tor, upon his Knees, was bathing, with his. 
Tears, the lovely Hands, of his beauteous Mi- 
ſtreſs: For my Part, I could hardly ſupport 
myſelf on my Legs, an univerſal Trembling 
having ſeized upon my whole Body, Having 
been buried, till then, in deep Speculations, and. 
abſtruſe Studies, my Imagination had never yet 
been taken up, with any Thoughts, about thoſe 
Emotions, that ariſe from the Difference of our 
Sexes: But, O human Frailty ! thou makeſt 
us all ſenſible, ſooner or later; that Nature 
has formed us, of the ſame ſordid Clay, with 
the Reſt of Mankind; and that, in ſpite of all 
the Care we can take, to purify it by Philoſo- 
phy, it will one Time or other, diſcover it- 
felf, through the Veil, thrown over it by Vir- 
tue. 


To return from whence I: have digreſſed, 


the deep Sighs, Groans, and profound Deſpair, 


of the Senator, brought me at laſt, out of my 
Reverie ; I recovered my Reſolution, and re- 


called my ſcatter'd Senſes; after which, taking 


a Taper in my Hand, I approached the Bed, 
and look d attentively upon the lovely con 
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All the Symptons are evidently of Death; ac- 


cordingly, Twice I retire from her, lifting up- 
my Eyes, mournfully, to Heaven ; as often, a. 
ſecret Power obliges me, again to draw near 
her: I pull out of my Pocket a Gold Bottle, 
filled with an invaluable Vapour; extracted, 
by the Reverberation ef a burning Speculum, 
from Mercurius Borealis; I apply it to the 
Noſe of the beauteous Likinda; the ſpirituous Li- 
quor flies out, the Moment it is unſtopt, and 
penetrates, in an Inſtant, to her Heart. Of 
aſtoniſhing Power of the moſt ſublime Philo- 


ſophy ! L:kinda ſneezes; her deadly Lethargy 


ceaſes ; ſhe opens her Eyes; in ſhort, the won- 
der-working Remedy reſtores her to Life.. 


I withdraw the Bottle from her Noſe, with 
the utmoſt Speed; in a Moment more, the 


Strength of the Spirit would have overcome 


her, and ſuffocated the Heart; I have Recourſe, 


to the Elixir of Thi//o7s, to fortify her againſt its 


Violence; and had all the Reaſon imaginable to 
be ſatisfied with this ſecond Remedy ; it made 
the Vapour, iſſue out of her Noſtrils and ber 


Ears, and the Blood again appeared in her 
Face: Mean while, the Senator, amazed at 


ſo 


— 
—_— — — 


* This Mercury is not the ſame, as that known 
to us; it is found in the inmoſt Receſſes of the Earth. 


See Lamakis, Part I. pag. 111. Monfieur Deſ- 


cartes, had ſome Notion thereof, and ſpeaks much of 


it, in his Dioptricks. Iris ſaid that the Author 


of the Treatiſe of Vegetable Staticks, is adually- 
e. Work, upon an excellent Diſcourſe on this Head. 
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fo many Prodigies, was kneeling by her Side, 
with his Hands a- croſs his Stomach, his Head 
inclining towards Likinda, and his Eyes ſted- 
faſtly fix d upon me. 


During this Interval, a Slave, who had 
been Witneſs, to the Reſurrection of Litinda, 
(for that was the Name they gave to this ſur- 
prizing Cure) ran, to acquaint the whole Fa- 
mily, with this joyful News; and, immediate- 
1y, the Chamber, wherein we were, was filled 
with People: However, I was fo intent upon 
my Patient, and was labouring for her Reco- 
very, with ſo great a Concern, that I hardly 
heard, the general Murmur, occaſioned there- 
by. I put upon her Arms ſome Bracel-ts of 
Purple; and, after having rubb'd her Wriſts, 


with the Elixir of Ch/o:s, I anointed her Su- 


tures therewith, as alſo behind her Ears, and 
divers other Places. 


As I was conſtrained to ſtay fo long by her, 
it gave me an Opportunity, of conſidering the 
Perfection of her Charms; alas! the fatal 
Moment was come; whilſt I was endeavour- 
ing to cure her, I caught, myſelf, the moſt 


"contagious of Diſeaſes ! 


In the mean Time, the Noiſe that was in 
the Apartment, which increaſed more and 
more, obliged me to turn about to the Senator, 
and tell him, that,. if this Buzzing con- 


tinued, and the Patient was not left by herſelf, 


I could: not be certain, ſhe would not again 
fall into the ſame State, from which I = 
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juſt deliver'd her. Scarce had I utter'd theſe 
Words, when Vinoncelli, (for that was the Se- 
nator's Name) having made a Sign with his 
Hand, every Creature vaniſh'd. I am indebt- 


ed to you for my Life, ſaid he, throwing him- 


ſelf at my Feet, what can I offer you in Re- 
turn, when you are already poſleſs'd, of ſuch 
ineſtimable Treaſures ? The Happineſs, of hav- 
ing, in ſome Meaſure, accompliſh'd my De- 
ſign, as well as the Pleaſure, of having obliged 
you, is ſo great, anſwered I, raiſing him up, 
that both the one and the other are, to me, a 
ſufficient Reward, 


A violent Vomiting, which then ſeized up- 
on Likinda, made me turn about haſtily to 
her; and I ſoon found, that Opium had been 
the Cauſe, of the Lethargy, from which I had 
rouzed her. This Diſcovery induced me to 
alter my Conduct, and redoubled my Care; 
however, I ſhall neither entertain you, with 
the Manner, of my treating my fair Patient, 
nor with the Remedies, to which I had Re- 
courſe , abſolutely to-expel the Poiſon * it 

uffice 


. 


CT ———_— 


—— 


* The Author treats of this Point like a Phyſician, 
wwe thought proper to omit it; what we ſhall ſub- 
join for the Curious, is, that he ſays, he put upon 
ber Arms ſome Bracelets of Purple, upon which 
be threw calcined Powder. We have ſeen a 


Paris, in the Cabinet of a very pretty Shopkeeperz 
in 
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ſuffice, to tell you, that in Twenty · ſour Hours, 
ſne was entirely out of Danger. 


In the mean While, Vinoncelli, aſtoniſh'd to 
the laſt Degree, that any One, ſhould have the 
audacious Boldneſs, to make an Attempt, up- 
on a Life ſo valuable, and ſo dear to him, and 
being afraid of new Machinations, of the ſame 
Nature, beſtirr'd himſelf ſo much, in order 
to come at the Bottom of this Myſtery, that, 

at laſt, he found out, from what Hand, this 
Scene of Villany had proceeded. 


Likinda, Daughter to the former Doge, had 
Joſt her Father in her Infancy ; wherefore, one 
of her Aunts, who was Wife, to the General 
of the Republick,. had taken Care of her Edu- 
cation ; and had brought her up, with as much 
Tenderneſs, as her own Daughter; who was 
almoſt of the ſame Age. The Beauty of Li- 
kinda, increaſed ſo greatly, in Proportion as ſhe 
advanced in Years, and made ſo much Noiſe 


in the World, that ſhe was courted, by all the 


prime Nobility of Venice. 


Her Coufin was likewife handſome ; but, 
her Charms were, viſibly, ſo inferior, to thoſe 
of 
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in the Fauxbourg-Saint-Antoine, a Stone, which 
Seems of the ſame Sort, as that of the Print, aubich 
is in the Original Manuscript; if we knew the Se- 
cret, how ta calcine it, it would be fit for many 
Uſes. | 2 
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of the Doge's Daughter, whenever they ap- 
peared together; that Jealouſy and Envy, in- 
ſenſibly, took Place, of that Friendſhip, which 
the Daughter of the General had beſore had 
for her. She had made many Conqueſts, but 
they all ſhook off her Chains, as ſoon as they 
ſet Eyes upon her inchanting Couſin; this 
increaſed her Hatred more and more daily 
till, at laſt, it proceeded ſo far, that Likinda, 
being ill-uſed by her Aunt, on her Couſin's 
Account, was adviſed, to endeavour to free 
herſelf from her Authority, 


Accordingly, ſhe preſented a Petition, for 
that Purpoſe, to the Senate; who, in Conſidera- 
tion of her high Birth, and the eminent Station 
of her Father, granted her Requeſt ; and ap- 
pointed her, one of the Chief Members of the 
Republick, for her, Guardian: It was Vinon- 
cells Father. 


The Son was abſent, upon a Journey, when 
Likinda enter'd the Palace of her new Guar- 
dian; and his Heart was prepoſleſs'd,at his Re- 
turn, in Favour of the General's Daughter; 
but, ſcarce had he ſeen ker beauteous Couſin, 
before he quite forgot his old Miſtreſs. The 
Father obſerved, with Pleaſure, the Inclination 
of his Son, for his charming Ward ; nothing 
could ſuit him better, than this Match; in or- 
der, therefore, to gain her Affection, there 
was no Sort of little Services, in which they 
did not endeavour to oblige her, and even to 
be beforehand with her Deſires. 


Likinda's. 
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Likinda's lively Temper, and her Love of 
Pleaſure, made her eagerly indulge herſelf, in 
all Manner of Diverſions, which ſhe could 
poſſibly take; and Vixoncelli was the firſt, to 
procure her Variety of Amuſements: This 
Complaiſance, by Degrees, gained him, fo far, 
her Good-Will, that he had ſome Reaſon to 
hope, he ſhould ſoon become her Husband. 


In the mean While, the General's Daugh- 
ter, mortify'd, beyond Expreſſion, at being 
forſaken by her Lover, left no Means untry'd 
to recover his Affection; finding, at length, 
that all her Efforts were in vain, and being, 
exaſperated thereat, more than can be ima- 


gined, her Rage and Malice prompted her, to. 


revenge herſelf, upon her too charming Rival. 
To this End, ſhe tamper'd with an Old Bel- 
dame, who promiſed her, in Return for a 
large Sum of Money, Part of which was ad- 
vanced beforehand, to poiſon Likinda, 


- Accordingly, this helliſh Miſcreant, who 
had free Acceſs at Vinoncelli's, and was often 
at Z:iktinda's Toilet, infuſed ſome Opium into 
her Coffee; by Good-Fortune, the Senator: 
remember d, his having ſeen that infernat 
Wretch, at his Houſe, the Day before he was 
near loſing Likinda ; this induced him to ſuſ- 
ped her, of being privy to this horrid Attempt.. 
H ſent for her, therefore, and examined her; 
ſhe faulter'd in her Anſwers, and contradicted 
herſelf; upon which, he threaten'd her fo ter- 
Tibly, vowing to put her to the Torture, that, 
"ol: at 


As 4 K+ 4a. as 4 li a. ths "WY por = 


- bk bh. . — 


The Busy- Body. 259 


at laſt, ſhe confeſs'd the Crime; and it was 
from her he learnt this Account, wherewith 
he acquainted me a little after. 


In the mean Time, notwitſtanding the Vir- 
tue of my Medicines, the Opium had ſo much 
be numb'd the Organs of Likinda, that ſhe had 
not yet ſpoken one Word. Vinoncelli was ex- 
ceſſively uneaſy thereat ; but, I diſpell'd his 
Fears, by aſſuring him, that her Tongue 
would be ſet at Liberty, in Three Days. What 
I had foretold, came to paſs accordingly ; at 
the Expiration of that Time, her Speech 
returned perfectly! What Sounds! Good Hea- 
3 They compleated the enſlaving of my 

eart. 


Dinoncelli was not able to contain himſelf, for 
Joy; in the midſt of his Tranſports, he in- 
formed the reſtored fair One, to whom ſhe 
was indebted, for her beholding again the Light; 
all that were preſent, aſſured her of the ſame; 
and exaggerated the Matter ſo far, as to aver, 
that I had raiſed her from the Dead. Whilſt 
they were giving her this Account, ſhe kept 
Silence, and view'd me, with Abundance of 
Attention; ſhe then fell into a deep Reverie, for 
a conſiderable Time; after which, ſhe deſired 
all the Company to withdraw; telling them ſhe 
had ſomething of Conſequence, to ſay to me, 
to which ſhe was not willing to have any 
1 whereupon, they obey'd immedi- 
ately, 


All 
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All being withdrawn, ſhe thus accoſted me ; 
J know who you are, O! moſt amiable of 
Men! your Reputation, and Pictures, have 
long prepoſſeſs d my Heart, in your Favour ; a 
Hundred Times have 1 ſtudied, by what 
Means, I ſhould come at the Sight of you; 
but the Rule, you had preſcribed to yourſelf, 
never to give Admittance to any Woman, had 
reſtrain'd me hitherto, 


' Nevertheleſs, I ſhould have gained my 
Ends; for my Deſign, before this Accident that 
has befallen me, was, to have diſguiſed myſelf 
in a Man's Habit, and by that Means, to have 
ſatisfied my Curiolity. Heaven be eternally 

raiſed, for this Misfortune, dreadful as it was! 
Tom now overjoyed thereat, ſince it has been 
been the Means, of bringing hither, the dear 
Obje of my Defires . Yes! I owe you 
every Thing ; but I have the Honour, of ha- 
ving loved you, before my being at all indebt- 
ed te you, 


I leave you to judge my Surprize, and 
Tranſport, at this Declaration; however I 
contained myſelf; but, Vinoncelli, ſaid I, Who 
adores you, and whom you love—Ah! cry'd 
Likinda, how different from that, is the Love 1 
bear you | Within theſe few Moments, that I 

have 


_ — — 
— 


ft muſt be remember'd, that the Lady, who, 
fays this, is an Italian. 
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have ſeen you, I have felt more, on your Ac- 
count, than durivrg the Courſe of a whole 
Year with him. On faving this, her Paſſion 
made her, exalt lier Voice ſo much, that I 
would have interrupted her divers Times, for 
Fear, of her being overheard, 


In Effect, lo ſhe was; for Vinoncelli, ap- 
pearing that Moment? Good Heavens! What 
have I heard, cry'd he? Is this Likinda who 
talks thus? Is this the Return, fair Ingrate, for 
the moſt tender, and moſt perfect Paſſion, that 
ever was? You never did love me, cruel One! 
And you are return'd, from the Arms of Death, 
to inform me thereof, Your Heart was ſmit- 
ten with a Shadow; and you was about v0 
give me your Hand, whiltt you withheld from 
me, the nobleſt Part of yourſelf. 


Why ſhould you be angry with me, cry'd 
Likinda, interrupting him; is it a Crime 
to be fincere? You have come, by indirect 
Means, at the Knowledge of my Secrets; I 
confeſs them freely; being too young, to know 
the Difference, between the Eſteem you de- 
ſerve, and the Sentiments, wherewith I was 
pre- poſſeſo d, I imagined, I loved you, and was 
deceived : You deſired to become my Spouſe, 
before I was ſenſible, of the Nature of theſe 
Sentiments, which did not appear till this Mo- 
ment; perhaps, 1 ſhould have conſented there- 
to; but, alas! 


Speak out plainly, reſumed the deſperate Lo- 
ver, interrupting her; you will no longer have 
any 
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any Thing to ſay to me; you hate me; what 
comforts me, however, is, that the Ingrate 
will be puniſh'd, the ſame Way, ſhe injures 
me: The Heart, of ſuch a Philoſopher, as Ra- 


metzi, is not ſuſceptible of Weakneſs; never 


will he make, a ſuitable Return to a Paſſion, 
which he will look upon as trifling, and un- 
worthy of his Character. As for that Matter, 
cry'd Litinda, interrupting him, with ſome 
N own Maſter, and may do as he 
8 * re is no ſuch Thing, as laying a 
Conſtraint, upon a Perſon's Inclinations; but, 
as for my own part, I ſwear, not only that I do 
love him, but that I will never love any other, 


Vinoncelli was naturally haſty, and violent; 
Deſpair took Poſſeſſion of his Soul; Hope, 
indeed, ſuſpended the Effects thereof, for a 
few Moments: He fell on his Knees before Li- 
kinda ; he weptz he ſigh'd; but nothing 
would move her; the more tender, and the 
more ardent, his Paſſion appeared, the more 
ſhe armed herſelf with Rigour, to give him a 
Repulſe, In ſhort, her Looks, and her 
Words, raifed his Fury to the Height; not 
being able to hurt, what he had ſo much loved, 
he turned it againſt himſelf ; drawing out 
a Dagger, he ſtabb'd himſelf therewith, and, 
falling to the Earth, lay weltring in his Blood, 


Terrify'd, to the laſt Degree, as may well be 
imagined, at this ſhocking Scene, Likinda 
cloſed, a ſecond Time, her beauteous Eves ; 


whilft I myſelf, little accuſtomed to ſuch Tra- 


gical Sights, ſtood motionleſs, like a Perſon 
without Lite, Mean 
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Mean while, Vinoncelli's, Attendants running 
in, at the Noiſe cauſed by his Fall, and be- 
holding their Maſter on the Ground, wallow- 
ing in his Gore, give a loud Outcry, and look 
around them, for the Author of this bloody 
Deed : They ſee me confounded, and Speech- 
leſs; this cauſes them to ſuſpett me; they 
ſeize me, therefore, and the whole Houſe re- 
ſounds with Clamour; the Sbirri * arrive; and, 
notwithſtanding my Innocence, and all that I 
could ſay, in my own Juſtification, they car- 
ry me away, directly, Priſoner, to the Fort. 


—_— 


— 


* A Sort of Watch ſo called in Tah. 
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By whom Rametzi's Story is interrupted. | . 
Fe carries Bigand Home with bin. 
The extraordinary, and ſurprizing 
Manner, wherein he is ſer ved. u 


| S Rametzi was at this Part of the Story, I h. 
] obſerved that he changed Colour; * 
whereupon, what ails you, cry'd I, do you hy 
find yourſelf ill? Let us be gone, anſwered in 
be; do you ſee that Abbot, who is coming in; % 
I know him, and have ſome Reaſons, for a- WW 
voiding him. Having thus ſaid, he roſe up; WW. 
I would have paid, but he would not ſuffer I fi 
me ; he then called the Drawer a hundred * 
Raſcals; complained te the Vintner of his ed 
adulterated Wine; his Glaſſes ſorrily rinced; 
his dirty Napkins ; and bad Bread; conclud- 
ing, with finding Fault with the Candle, which, It 
he ſaid, was juſt like thoſe, they ſet up by a dar 
dead Corpſe, | ; * 


Theſe paſſionate Tranſports, for ſuch per- 4 
fet T rifles, ftruck me with the greateſt A- 4 
mazement; after the Story, he had juſt been Fr 
telling me, with all poſſible good Senſe: But Fr 
he did not give over ſo; fer he continued the 1 
Scene, by making a Hundied Cavils, about tie 
18 Mone y 
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Money, that was returned him, in Exchange 
for a Crown, However, if I was highly ſur- 
prized at all theſe captious Exceptions, I was 
much more at what followed; when, after 
counting his Change over and over, he called to 
the Drawer, here, Sirrah, cry'd he, take all 
this Trumpery, I give it thee to drink my 
Health; be more careful, and wait better on 
thy Company, another Time. | 


This ſaid, we went out, leaving the Drawer, 
who little expected any ſuch Generoſity, in a 
perfect Ecſtaſy: I imagined, Rametxi would 
have gone on with the Recital of his Adventures; 
but the Italian had ſomewhat elſe to do; for 
he began again to rail at, and find fault with, 
every one that pals'd him; however, my long- 
ing Deſire, to hear the End, of his ſurprizing 
Story, made me bear with all patiently, We 
went along Twenty different Lanes, and turn- 
ed down as many blind Alleys, and By-Ways; 
till, at laſt, we ſtopt in a ſhort Street, that 
was no Thorough- Fare; where Rametzi open- 
ed a little Door, and bid me walk in. 


I did ſo; and the [talian, having faſtened 
it well after him, led me through a narrow 
dark Paſſage, which brought us to a Stair-Caſe, 
at the Top of which, we enter'd into a lar 
Parlour, handſomely wainſcotted, and illumi- 
nated by a Cryſtal Branch, From thence 
we went into an Apartment, magnificently 
turniſh'd, where the Pictures, Sconces, and 
Looking-Glaſſes, almoſt dazzled the Sight. 
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Rametzi ſtay'd here no longer, than juſt to 
caſt his Eye, upon a noble Clock; we are right, 
cry'd he, it is paſt Ten, all is ready. He 
went, then, along a Gallery, at the End 
whereof was another Door, which being open- 
ed, we came into a Dining-Room, whoſe 
Furniture was very plain, but mighty neat, 
There was an excellent Fire; the Cloth was 
laid ; and ſeveral Silver Diſhes, with Covers, and 
Water- Diſhes of the ſame, were ſtanding rea- 
dy upon the Table. 


Nor was this all; in an Elbow-Chair, by 
the Fire-Side, was a very rich Night- Gown; 
together with every Thing elſe, requiſite for 
an eaſy, and handſome Undreſs: Take a 
Chair, and fit down, cry'd he, whilſt I was 
viewing all theſe Things attentively, you ſeem 
in a perfet Amazement: I obey'd him, with 
a moſt profound Silence, cauſed by my Aſto- 
niſhment, at fo much Elegance, Splendor, and 
Magnificence ; what added to my Surprize, 
was, that not a Soul was to be ſeen, or heard, in 
all the Rooms, through which we had paſſcd. 


As ſoon as Rametzi had undreſs'd himſelf, 
and was at his Eaſe, let us ſee, cry'd he, with 
an Air of Satisfaction, whether there is any 
Thing for Supper: The Table. was then 
brought near the Fire; and the Diſhes un- 
covered; this done, ſome exquiſite Soup ap- 
peared ; with a delicious Ragout; two fine 
young Partridges; and an excellent Sallad, 
Oh! here is ſomething to ſatisfy Nature, {aid 


he, 


a Stri. 
ney, | 
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he, helping me to ſome Soup; come, don't be 
baſhful ; you will find me, quite another Man, 
at Home, to whatT am in the Streets, Having 
thus ſpoken, he loll'd back in his Eaſy-Chair, 
and burſt into a loud Lavghter. 


His Figure, at that Time, appeared to me, 
ſo odd, ſo groteſque, and every way ſo very 
extraordinary, that I could not forbear imi- 
tating him, with all my Heart. This merry 
Fit being over, he compoſed his Countenance; 
eat very heartily ; ſpoke little, but with ex- 
treme good Senſe ; help'd me, frequently, to 
ſome Wine, and did not forget himſelf: As 
for a Deſert, he ſaid, he never had any ; for 
it was an egregious Folly, to cram any Thing 
raw upon the Stomach, after its %aving re- 
ceived a Sufficiency, of good wholeſome Nou- 
riſnment. 


Inſtead of a Deſert, therefore, he gave me 
a Bit of toaſted Bread, which he made me 
dip, in a Glaſs of delicious Liquor, the like 
whereof I had never taſted before; as for this, 
cry'd he, it is a Digeſtive, prepared by my- 
ſelf; and a Glaſs thereof, after Meals, prevents 
the Decays of old Age, and Diſeaſes: In ef- 
ſect, it was an exquiſite Cordial; and I had no 
ſooner drank it, than I found myfelf both 
{trengthen'd, and revived. 


Now we have ſupp'd, ſaid Rametzi, let us 
begone from hence; he then roſe up, pull'd 
a String, which hung by the Side of the Chim- 
ney, and walk'd out of the Room, in a great 

N 2 Hurry: 
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Hurry: I happened not to follow him fa 
enough to his liking; Bleſs my Soul, cry“ 
he, peeviſhly, make haſte; and, as ſoon as | 
was got paſt the Door, he double-lock'd it 


after us. 


We returned back, then, through the ſame 
Gallery, by which we had before paſs'd, and 
entred one of the Apartments before-mention. 
ed, where he ſhew'd me a Chamber. Here 
is a Bed, ſaid he; in this Preſs, you will find 
a Night- Gown, with every Thing elſe neceſ- 
ſary for undreſſing you; there is a Fire, alſo; 
Good-Night, we will talk farther 'To-mor- 


row. 


n 
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CH AF VI 


The Sequel of Rametz!'s extraordinary 


Story, 


T Break of Day, Rametzi made ſuch a 
A terrible Noiſe, with Coughing, and 
Spitting, in the next Room, that it cauſed me 
to ſtart out of my Sleep: What! are not you 
ſtirring yet, cry'd he, opening my Chamber- 
Door ? Come, get up, we will go and drink 
ſome Tea ; not ſome of that commonly cal- 
led ſo; but extracted, from an Aſſemblage of 
divers Simples, wherein the Serkis is predo- 
minant; an exquiſite Liquor for the Health. 


I huddled on my Rags; which done, we 
went, as we had the Evening before, through 
the Gallery; after having again conſulted the 
Clock, and the Dining-Room Door being 
opened, we found, inſtead. of thoſe Things, 
we had left behind us over Night, a Tea- 
Table, with Cups, and all that was neceſlary, 
for ſuch a Sort of Repaſt: I ſuſpected, for 
ſome Moments, that mv new Acquaintance, 
was ſerved by ſome Familiar; but he did 
not leave me long, in this Miſtake. 


What think you now, faid he? Do you 
reckon my Manner of being waited on, to 


N 3 
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be amiſs? Or, do you count it no Advantage, 
to have every Thing prepared for you, with- 
out having the Vexation, of ſeeing the dil. 
agreeable Faces, of Domeſticks, almoſt always 
diſcontented with their Lot; and continually 
hatching, in their Breaſts, ſome Deſign, either 
to rob, or to betray you ? I want not for At- 
tendants, to ſerve me; I will explain this My- 
ſtery to you, preſently ; but, firſt, let us drink 
ſome Tea: This done, I will conclude my 
Story; after that we will finiſh our Breakfaſt; 
and, then, each of us, will go about our own 
Buſineſs, 


Having thus premiſed, Rametzi poured me 
out a Cup, of ſome Liquid, which was, indeed, 
exquiſitely delicious; and into which, inſtead of 
Sugar, he infuſed ſome Syrup, whoſe agreeable 
Taſte and Smell, could not fail of prepoſſeſſing 
every one in its Favour z accordingly, I could 
never have been tired, of this charming Enter- 
tainment: When we had drank this, the 
Italian lean'd with both Elbows upon the Ta- 
ble; invited me to do the ſame; and conti- 
nued his Story, as follows. 


I was not a little ſurprized, and concerned, 
ſaid he, at finding myſelf thruſt into a Dun- 
n; I defired, therefore, to ſpeak with the 
overnour of the Fort, who was ſo good, as 
to come thither to me. No ſooner had I told 


him my Name, but he ſtretch'd out his Arme, 
to embrace me; Oh Heavens ! cry'd he, is it 
you! What, that Treaſure ! that great Man, 
ſo celebrated throughout the World ! I * be 

Wer- 
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anſwerable for your Innocence,. and your Li- 
berty; you were not made, to be guilty of Mur- 
thers, nor to be buried in Obſcurity. 


Having thus ſaid, he left me, immediately, 


without giving me Time, to make any Reply; 
and returning, in a few Moments; I told you 


ſo, reſumed he; the Face of Affairs is greatly · 


changed. We went; then, into a Gondola; 
and 1 was not a little ſurprized, when, on be- 
ing landed ſoon after, I found myſelf conduct- 
ed directly into Vinoncelli's Apartment: In 
effect, it was he himſelf, who, on comin 
a little to himſelf, had done me Juſtice, 

had ſent to fetch me. 


Had I got thither, but a few Moments 
later, ' he could not have been recovered, but 
had been paſt all Remedy. His Paſſion having 
been ſomewhat cooled, by the — Effuſion 
of his Blood, he began to be deſirous, of pro- 
longing his Days; and rightly judging, that I 
was the only one, who could reſtore him to Life, 
had ſent away for me, with all Speed: Ac- 
cordingly, as ſoon as he had ſet Eyes on me, 
he begg'd my Pardon, with a dying Voice, 
for the outragious Inſult, that had been of- 
fer'd me, on his Account; and implored my 
Aſſiſtance. 


I was ſo greatly overjoy'd, to ſee myſelf 
once more at Liberty, that I admitted of his 
Excuſe, very readily ; and, really, pitying his 
Misfortune, reſolved, immediately, to fave 
bim, if poſſible, His Wound was abſolutely 
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mortal ; the Chirurgeon, who had put on the 
firſt Dreſſing, had judged it fo, as well as my. 
ſelf; but, of what is not profound Philoſo,hy 
capable! I made ſome of the precious Vapour, 
before- mentioned, exhale into the Wound; 
which ſtopt, in an Inflant, the Blood, that 
was ſtreaming out of an Artery, and would 
otherwiſe, ſoon have cauſed a Suſſocation. A; 
ſoon as I was aſſured thereof, by certain 
Symptoms, known to me alone, I deliver- 
ed Vinoncelli again, into the Hands of the 


Chirurgeon; affirming to him, that his Pa- 
tient was out of Danger. 


The Man put the Dreſſing on again; but 
ſhook his Head, as not believing what I had 
told him; next Day, however, he had Rea- 
ſon, to blame his own Incredulity; for, on 
taking off the Dreſſing, in order to view the 
Wound, he found it half healed. Aſtoniſn'd, 
to the laſt Degree, at an Event ſo uncommon, 
he cry'd out, that, either I was ſomething 
more than human, or had enter'd into a Com- 


pact, with the Devil. 


This laſt Thought prevailed upon him ; 
accordingly, he went directly to the Inquiſitors, 
and declared to them his Suſpicions; upon 


which, as I was returning Home, not appre- 


henſive of any Danger, after having had a 
moſt paſſionate Conference, with the beauteous 
Likinda, I was taken into Cuſtody, and hur- 
ried away to the Inquiſition. 


Believing 
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Believing myſelf, then, abſolutely undone, 
] was ſeveral Times, juſt upon the Point, of 
taking the Poiſon, I have before-mentioned to 
you; however, I reſolved, at laſt, ro wait the 
Itue of this Affair. Next Morning, I was 
examined, by the enquiſitors; who ask'd me, 
what I had done, to be brought thither; and, 
upun my auſwering, that I was altogether a 
Stranger, to the Cauſe of my Impriſonment, 
they remanded me back, to my Dog. Hole of 
a Chamber, without giving me any Hopes of 
my Liberty. 


I was not a little ſurprized, at ſo ſingular a 
Treatment; not being, in the leaſt, apprized, 
that, in order to get out of this Hell of a 
Priſon, a Man muſt own himſelf guilty, 
though he be ever ſo innocent; unleſs he 


will reſolve to continue there, till the general 


Examination; which does not come, but every 
Accordingly, I ſhould have remain- 
ed there till that Time, had I not had a pow- 
erful Protector: It was Love; when once he 
undertakes our Affairs, and has Intereſt, they 
are in good Hands; in Effect, I was not long, 
before I experienced this Truth. | 


I had already been two Months, in this in- 
fernal Dungeon; my Patience began to be 
wearied out; and nothing, but the Expecta- 
tion of again beholding Litinda, prevented my 
taking, the moſt violent Reſolutions ; when a 
Man came to me, and bid me follow him. Idid 
ſo with Joy; we are apt to flatter ourſelves 
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with Hope, even in the worſt of Misſortunes; 
I was conducted into a Parlour, where a young 
Man, very well drefs'd, was waiting for me. 


As ſoon as I had approach'd near enough to 
ſee his Face, O Heavens! cry'd I, ſtepping 
back a little, what Prodigy is this? May ! 
believe my Eyes? Is it you, O incomparable 
Litinda! Ah! in ſpite of your Diſguiſe, my 
Love knows you again. Angel of Light ! are 
you come yourſelf, to diſperſe my Darkneſs, 
with the Luſtre of your Beauty? This charm- 
ing Creature ſcemed overjov'd, at firſt, at my 
Tranſports; but, tecolſecting herſelf, ſpeak 
lower, faid ſhe, ſtretching out her Hands to 
me, we may be over-hcard, 


T have only Time, continued ſhe, to add 
two Words: Had it not been, for the Intereſt 
of Vinoncelli, I could never have obtain'd the 
Liberty, of ſeeing you: He ſtill adores me; 
and you are indebted to his Gratitude, toge- 
ther with the Power I have over him, for the 
Trouble he has given himſelf, to procure me 


this Satisfaction. You are accuſed here, of 


practiſing the Black-Art; defire an Audience 
of the Inquiſitor ; acknowledge your ſelf guil- 
» and leave the reſt to me: Before three 


ths are expired, you ſhall be at Liberty. 


Three Months, beauteous L:kinda, cry'd I, 
interrupting her, without ſeeing you ! I ſhall 
de dead, before that Time, with being ſo long 
deprived of the Sight of you. Ah! if you 
Jove mic as tenderly, and ardently, as . 
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have flatter'd me, you ought to ſympathize 
with me, in what I ſuffer; I have means 
more expeditious, by far, to procure my 
Liberty; and ſhould have made Uſe thercof, 
the very hrit Night, had I had, about me, 


the Things neceflary for that purpoſe : Obtain, | 
then, cither the Liberty, of ſeeing me again, . 
or Leave, to fend me a Prayer- Book: This 
can create no Suſpicion ; put, under the Cover, 
ſix Leaves, of a Simple named Zirzima, and. 
three of /zeri ; by the Help of theſe, I promiſe + 
you, that the Night following, I will be in 
your Palace; you know me, and, therefore, 
ought not to queſtion, my keeping my Word. 


Likinda had, herſelf, had too much Experi- 


ence, of my profound Skill, to ſuſpect that it: 


would fail me, in my preſent Exigency ; ac- 


cordingly, ſhe ſent me, next Morning, what * 


deſired; | extracted from thence, a Water of 


wonderful Virtue ; and, as ſoon as Night was 
come, taking Advantage, of the general Silence, 
that reigned throughout that diſmal Abode, 1 


touched, therewith, the Bolts, and Locks, of all 


— 


the Doors, that ſtood in my Way; upon which 
they broke to Shivers, without any Noiſe; 


and by that Means I regained my Liberty. 


I haftened directly to the Palace of Vinon- 


celli ; where Likinda was waiting for me pri- 


vately ; but, though it was no more, than ſne 
expected, ſhe could not help, exprefling fone - 
'Surprize, at firſt, at my Arrival. I have already 
obſerved, that ſhe was of a brisk lively Tempo; 


accordingly, ſhe gave me a thouſand tender 
* 5 N 6 Mar xs 
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Marks of her Joy; and aſſured me, that her 
Deſign was, to follow me to the End of the 
World ; for, being indebted to me for her 
Life, the leaſt ſhe could do, in Return, was to 
ſacrifice all for me. Finoncelli adores me, more 
than ever, continued ſhe ; how do I know, 
whether his Paſſion may not puſh him to Ex- 
tremities? I tremble for your Safety ; and it 
is my Duty, to do all in my Power, to ſecure 
you from Danger. 


My earneſt Attention, to Rametzi's Story, 
had hx'd my Eyes ſo ſtedfaſtly upon his, that, 
no Doubt, he imagine, | was endeavouring 0 
reconcile his Figure, at that Time, with that 
ardent Love, which Likinda expreſſed for him, 
Accordingly, | ſee very plainly, ſaid he, that 
the lively Paſhon, which I deſcribe to you, of 
that inchanting Creature, ſurprizes you 

reatly, on obſerving, what an indifferent 
Mien ] have at preſent ; and that it ſeems ab- 
ſolutely incredible to you, that I ſRould have 
kindled fo fierce a Flame, in the Heart of a 
Perſon, who was made, to be adored by all 
Mankind: But, beſides Prepoſſeſſion, Fancy, 
and Caprice, which were, perhaps, in my 
Favour, I was formerly thought, one of 
the moſt _ of my Sex; you will pre- 
fently be informed, what has occaſioned the 
Alteration, you now perceive in me, But to 
return whence I have digreſſed. 


After our Love had breathed out its firſt 
tender Proteſtations, (for it will always have 
the Preeminence, even before the moſt urgent 
Affairs) 
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Affairs) it was reſolved, between Likinda and 
me, that, to eſcape the Purſuit, which would 
be made after me, next Morning, we would 
betake our ſelves to Flight, and begone from 
Venice directly; we plighted our Troths, there- 
fore, mutually, to cach other; whilit a truſty 
Attendant, on whom ſhe could rely, was or- 
dered to find us out a Ship, which ſhould fail 
tefore Day. 


He returned ſoon, to acquaint us, that For- 
tune favour'd us; for, there was a Brigantine, 
which was to weigh Anchor, in two Hours, and 
he had agreed for our Paſſage. Likinda there- 
fore pack'd up her Jewels, and what Money 
ſhe had by her, which was more than ſufficient 
for our preſent Neceſſities; whilſt I, perſectly 
contented in the Poſſeſſion of her alone, did 
not trouble my Head, about any "Thing cle ; 
being aſſured I had a never failing Treaſure, 
in the Secrets whereof I was Maſter. 


The Captain of the Veſſel gave us a moſt 
obliging Reception; and, as ſoon as he had ſet 
Eyes on Likinda, would not ſuffer her, to lie 
in any other Cabbin than his own ; which (as 
may be well imagined) was the handſomeſt, 
and moſt convenient in the Ship. We had 
given ourſelves out to be Brother, and Sifter; 
on which Account, I had a little Lodging aſ- 
ſigned me, adjoining to that, the Captain had 
yielded to Likinda, 


During the firſt Fortnight of our Voy- 
age, we led the ſweeteſt and moſt W 
e 
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Life imaginable ; Zikinda loved me ten\crly, 
and gave me a Thouſand endearing Provis 
thereof, Ihe Opportunities, indeed, of con- 
verſing together alone, were very ſcarce; 
which | could not bear, without ſome Uncaſi— 
neſs; but the Expectation, of coming to Land, 
in a ſhort Time, made me put ſome Bounds 
to my Impatience; when, alas! a violent Storm, 
which drove us out to Sea again, occaſioned a 
molt fatal Alteration. | 


Likinda, who being a Venetian, ought to 
have been no Stranger, to the Inconſtancy of 
the watry Element, was infinitely terrified at 
this "Tempeſt ; and the Captain, on Pretence of 
her Youth, and the Confidence he repoſed in 
my Ability, (for he begg'd me to give an Eye 
to the Helm) ſtaid in the Cabbin with her, 
whilſt the Men were working the Ship, and en- 
deavoured to diſpel her Fears, His ſecret De- 
ſigns, diſcovered themſelves, during my Abſence 
being inured to Storms and Dangers, that, 
which had then happened, did not ſeem to 
him ſufficiently conſiderable, to divert him 
from the Purſuit of his Purpoſe. 


In the mean While, the Storm abating, and 
the Wind ſhifting again, we again tacked about, 
and purlued our former Courſe ; I had taken 
Notice, that the Opportunities, which uſed to 
afford me, ſometimes, the Happineſs, of con- 
verſing with my dear Likinga, had failed me all 
on a ſudden. This cauſed in me infinite Unea- 
ſineſs; I examined her Looks; and no longer 


found them ſo tender, or ſo punctual, to _— | 
an 


The Busv-Bopy. 279 


and meet mine. What do I ſay? J had ſur- 
prized her, divers "Times, fixing them on tire 
Captain ; He was handſome, well made,” and 
of a good Mien: To be an [talian; to have 
never been captivated before; and to love as 
paſſionately as I did then; was not all this 
enough to create a Jealouſy? At other Times, 
we had uſed to fit at Table, till very late at 
Night ; now, every one withdrew to Bed early, 
on Pretence of being tired : All theſe Circum- 
{tances came into my Head, at once; and I re- 
ſolved, to be informed of the Truth, coſt what 
it would, 


I have already obſerve), that my Chamber 
was adjoining to that of Linda; in EfteCt 
they were only ſeperated by a wainſcot Parti- 
tion; but the Boards were fo exactly joined, 
that there was not the leaſt Cranny, or Pecy- 
Hole, to be found, whereby I might ſatisfy my 
Curioſity ; and, as for overhearing them, it 
was almoſt impoſſible, by Reaſon of the Rolling 
of the Veſſel; but of what, is not Love and 
Jealouſy capable? I made an Excuſe, to go into 
the Carpenter'sCabbin, and ſeized, unperceived, 
on one of his Gimlets; this done, I watch'd 
a favourable Opportunity, and bored a Hole in 
the Partition, 


Every Thing ſeemed to contribute, to my 
Deſign ; not only I was not interrupted, but 
the Hole was placed ſo conventently, that, 
from thence, I could ſee every Thing, which 


paſſed in Likinda's Chamber. Overjoy'd, with 


having thus happily diſpatch d this Point, I 
waited 
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waited, with the utmoſt Impatience, for the 
Hour, when every One Was to retire to Repoſe; 
] even pretended, at Supper, to be troubled 
with the Head- Ach, that I might have a Pre- 
tence, to withdraw the ſooner, without cicating 


any Miſtruſt in them, 


As ſoon as I was got into my Cabbin, I 
put out my Candle, that they might wugine, 
I was gone to Bed; this done, Jhaſteurd t 
the fatal] Hole, with an aking He rt, ani hood 
there, above an Hour, with an lnpatience, 
which nothing, but my Jcalodiy, could have 
enabled me to ſupport. 


At laſt the Moment, fo much deſired, arri- 
ved; and I ſaw Likinda enter, with a Taper 
in her Hand; but ſhe was all alone, and be- 
gan to undreſs herſelf immediately: Heavens! 
how beautiful did ſhe then ſeem ! O cruel ad- 
verſe Fortune! why haſt thou deprived me, of 
ſo many Charms? 


However, I was greatly ſurprized, that the 
Captain was not along with her ; for a Per- 
ſon, who is once infected wich Jealouſy, is al- 
ways deſirous, of having ſome Proofs, to con- 
firm hjm in his Suſpicions; and begun, already, 
to reproach myſelf, with having done her great 
Injuſtice. But I did not long continue in the 
ſame Sentiments; the Stay, ſhe made at her 
Toilet; and the great Pains ſhe took, to 
put on her Night-Clothes, to the beſt Advan- 
tage, revived again my Diſtruſt. 

| Having, 
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Having, at Length, made an End, of this | 
Parc allo of her Niglit- Diels ; ang diſpoſed all, 4 
with an Art, of which her Beauty did not = 
ſtand the leaſt in necd; ſhe puli'd ſome- ; 
what out of her Pocket, and held it up to the 
Light; by the Means of which, I perceived, 
it was a Box, with a Picture therein. She 
ſeem'd to gaze thereon, with Pleaſure ; and, 
unleſs I was miſtaken, clapt it up to her 
Mouth, and kiſs'd it. What did not I ſuffer, | 
at this Sight! Why was not I behind her, to | 
ſce, whom this Miniature reſembled ! Tis the 
Captain's, undoubtedly, concluded I, within 
myſelf. 1 


ä 
—— 


— => 
—— 
— ky —— 


A Moment after, having conſidered a little, 
I began to take the Part, of my Ingrate; I 
recolleCted, ſhe had told me, at the Beginning 
of our Acquaintance, that ſhe had my Picture 
I blamed all my Suſpicions, therefore; this 
Thought quite baniſh'd them all; I believed 
myfelt, the only Object of her Affections; and, 
accordingly, was tranſported within myſelf, at 
this Imagination. Soon after, Likinda got into 
Bed, and put out the Candle; which laſt | 
Proof, of her Virtue, made me alſo retire to 1 
my Repoſe, with ſo much the more Joy, and 4 
Comfort, as I had expected, to have been Wit- 
neſs, to the blackeſt of 'T reaſons, 


CHAP, 
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Rametzi's Suſpicions. What he obſerves 
' the Night following, The dreadful 
Revenge he lakes on Likinda. The 


terrible Conſequences of this Venge- 
ance. 


EXT Morning, I aroſe, with ſuch a 

viſible Satisfaction, in my Countenance, 
that every one imagined, my pretended Head- 
Ach, to which they had imputed that Ill-Hu- 
mour, the Day before, which I had not had. 
the Power to diſſemble, was quite gone off; 
and, accordingly, congratulated me, on my 
Recovery. Litinda, was one of the firſt, who 
ſtrove, to give me all imaginable I eſtimonies, 
of her Joy; which tranſported me ſo much, 
that, my Mind being at Eaſe, with regard to 
her, I no longer beheld her Actions, with the 
ſame Eyes; and, notwithſtanding ſhe ſpoke di- 
vers Times, that Day, to the Captain, I was 
not at all moved thereat; in Effet, we often 
juſtify, or cond:mn People, according as we 
are prepoſleſs'd in Favour of them, or preju- 
diced againſt them, 


I went to Bed, that Night, at my uſual 
Time ; and was ſo exceeding merry, that it 
| Was 


S 
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was though', the Wine had got into my Head ; 
As ſoon as I was in my Cabbin, I lay down to 
reſt directly, to puniſh myſelf, as I had reſolved, 
within myſelf, for my unjult Suſpicions, the 
Night before ; but, alas! this good Reſolution 
did not laſt long; on Pretence of enjoying the 
Pleaſure, of ſeeing the beauteous Likinda get 


into Bed, I aroſe again, and went to the fatal 
Peep-Hole. 


O Heavens! What do I ſee! The Captain 
is with her at her Toilet; they are talking 
together with Earneſtneſs; the Captain riſes 
up, and ſeems, to be making amorous Proteſta- 
tions. Ah! this is tog much; I retire from 
the Hole quite exaſperated ; my Jealouſy cauſes 
me to imagine the Reſt ; there are a Thouſand 
Ways, cry'd I, tranſported with Rage, to 
puniſh the guilty Wretches; I return to the 
Hole, deſirous of viewing yet more, to add 
Fuel to the Fire: Alas f can no longer ſee 
them! Where are they? Love, perhaps, 
hides them with his Wings! Is the Captain 
gone out? Likinda is virtuous; my Heart 
takes her Part t may be ſhe is alone 
No, no, ſhe is falſe, and betrays me; I muſt 
be certain of my Fate. 


Quite furious with Rage, I dreſs myſelf, run 
to the Cabbin - Door, and clap my Ear 
thereto; what do | hear! Juſt Heaven ! I can 
no longer be in doubt of my Misfortune ; the 
Captain is till with her! I cannot aſcribe 
there being together, at ſuch an unſeaſonable 
Hour, to any other Motive, than a criminal 


Correſ- 


. 
— 
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Correſpondence ; my Paſſion runs away wit! 
me, let the whole World periſh, ſo I am re- 
venged Where is now all the Benefit, 
of my ſo-much-boaſtcd Philoſophy, ſince it is 
not able, to get the better of my Diſtraction 


Nothing now has any Power over me but 
Vengeance. I run to the Powder-Room ; it 
is faſt lock'd ; every one, but thoſe on Deck, 
is aſleep ; there are none, to oppoſe my terrible 
Deſign ; my Strength fails me, I can't break 
open the Door; in my Fury, therefore, I ſet 
it on Fire, I expect the Veſſel, then, to blow 
up, in a few Minutes ; and reſolve, to make 

ſe of that Reſpite, to inform the Criminals 
thereof ; I am willing they ſhould know, from 


what Hand they receive their Puniſhment ; as 


alſo, that I am not a Stranger, to their Guilt, 


In order thereto, I thunder violently at the 
Door ; No-Body anſwers ; this Silence entirely 
convinces me, of their being culpable ; I diſſem- 
ble Kindneſs, therefore, with Intent to ſur- 
prize them; accordingly, open the Door, Li- 
kinda, cry'd I ; the Veſſel is on Fire; let me 
help you to eſcape ; the Powder will ſoon blow 
it up. - At this dreadful News, the Door flies 
open ; the Captain appears firſt ; a Stab, with 
a Poniard, fells him down: Ah! my dear 
Brother, cries Likinda! Your Brother! O 
| Heavens! What do I hear, cries I, interrupt- 


ing her? Ah! poor Likinda! What have I\ 


done ? 


Having 
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Having thus ſaid; I ſeized her round the 
Waſte, hoping ſtill to have Time enough to 
ſave her ; I place her in the Boat, which hap- 
pily had been hoiſted out, the Veſſel not being 
far from Land; I call ſome Hands, to help 
Man it ; they are juſt ready to cut the Rope, 
which faſtens it to the Ship ; when the Fire, 
catching hold of the Powder, blew up both 
the one and the other, with ſuch a horrible 
Clap, and Noiſe, as if all Nature had been 
falling into Confuſion, and returning to its 
primitive Chaos. 


W hat became of all the Reſt, in this moſt 
dreadful Criſis, I know not; but, as for my 
own Part, I was carried up, as high as the 
middle Region ; which deprived me of all my 
Senſes; and, when I came again a little to 
myſelf, I found myſelf in the Sea, terribly 
ſcorcht and burnt; undoubtedly, the Coolneſs 
of the Water, had recovered me from my 
Swoon, as well as the inexpreſſible Pain, pro- 
ceeding from my Burns, 


The natural Deſire, implanted in us all, of 
preſerving our Lives, incited me to ſwim, to 
a Bank of Sand, which was viſible, above the 
Waves; and which was not much above a 
Mile from Land. I was fo greatly diſorder'd, 


by my Fall from ſuch a Height, and in ſuch 


intolerable Torment, with my Hurts, that I 
was, in a Manner, ſenſeleſs of any Thing, un- 
leſs it was of Pain; and, in my Agony, wiſh'd 
Twenty Times for Death ; breathing out a 
peat 
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peated Complaints, againſt Heaven, ſor having 


preſerved me both from the Flames, and the 
Waves. 


This Reflection, recalling to my Memory, 
the Loſs of the charming Likinda ; ſhe is In- 
nocent ; cry'd I, and | alone am guilty ; the 
cruel Remorſe, occaſioned by this Thought, 
quite overcame me; I fell a weeping bitterly ; 
and being neither able, ro ſupport the dreadful 
Remembrance, nor yet to endure, the inex- 
preſſible Torture of my Burns, I took the 
Reſolution, to throw myſelf again into the Sea, 
and ſuffer myſelf to ſink to the Bottom. 


O crue] Death! Why didſt thou refuſe thy 
friendly Aſſiſtance, and afford that Satisfac- 
tion] Nature oppoſed my Deſign; and forced 
me to ſwim, inSpite of myſelf: If I was but a 
Moment, without making Uſe of my Arms, 
the Water, which ran in at my Mouth, and 
was ready to ſtrangle me, conſtrained me, to 
have Recourſe to them again. This Struggle 
laſted a good while, and, as my Strength would 
have been quite ſpent at laſt, I ſhould have 
accompliſh'd my Defire ; had not ſome Fiſher- 
men come, in their Boat, to my Relief, ima- 
gining me to be ſtriving againſt the Waves, 
and taken me up, as I was juſt finking, 


On coming a little to myſelf, I found my- 
ſelf in the Hands, of a generous, and compaſ- 
ſionate Nation; who both ſhudder'd with 
Horror, and were moved with Pity, at my 
deplorable Condition. The poor F — 

carri 
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carried me charitably to their Hamlet, which 
was lituated about four Leagues from Marſeilles ; 
there I lay Twenty-four Hours, ſtruggling be- 
tween Life and Death, not only by Reaſon of 
the Torment, I felt from my grievous Burns; 
but, becauſe of my continual Deſire, to follow 
my deareſt Likinda, into the Regions, of eter- 
nal Night. 


This Criſis was too violent to laſt long; I 
began to recover ſome faint Glimmerings of 
Reaſon; I laid hold thereon; and had Re- 
courſe to that Philoſophy, to which I had ſa- 
crificed ſo much of my Time. I then recol- 
lected, that I was a Man, and that, as ſuch, 
I ought to bear, up againſt the Caſualties of 
Life, and the ſevereſt Shocks, of adverſe For- 
tune, Contrary to my Expectation, I per- 
ſevered in this Greatneſs of Soul; and began, 
by endeavouring to procure myſelf ſome Re- 
licf, To this End, I defired the charitable 
People about me, to gather me ſome Simples, 
whole Virtues were known to me alone, and 
therewith made a Balſam, which ſoon healed 
me; but did not take away the Scars. 


As ſoon as I was entirely recover'd, and had, 
in ſome Meaſure, compoſed my diſorder'd 
Mind, my firft Care was, to make a ſuitable 
Return, to the hoſpitable, and charitable Fiſher- 
men, who had ſo generouſly relieved me., In 
order, thereto, having cauſed them to provide 
me, what was neceſſary for that Purpoſe, I 
lock'd myſelf into my Chamber, and made 
therewith an Ingot of Gold ; which I after- 
| wards 
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wards reduced into Duſt. This done, I pre. 
tended to have ſome Buſineſs at Marſeilles, 
and got the Maſter of the Houſe, where | 
lodged, who was alſo the Perſon, who, toge. 
ther with his Sons, had come fo ſeaſonably to 
my Aſſiſtance, to bear me Company. 


As we were on our Way thither, I ac- 
quainted him, with my Buſineſs in that City; 
telling him, in order to prevent all Suſpicion ; 
that, ſeeing myſelf in Danger, of ſuffering 
Shipwreck, if not worſe; TI had provided my- 
ſelf, before I got into the Boat, wherein I was 
blown up, with a Bag of Gold-Duſt ; which 
I was then going to fell, with Intent to re- 
ward him, for the tender Care, he had taken 
of me. Hereupon, my Landlord was the 
firſt, who told this Story to the Goldſmith ; 
of whom I received a conſiderable Sum, which 
I thankfully ſhared, with the poor Fiſherman ; 
who, having little expected, any ſuch Gene- 
roſity, accepted it, with inexpreſſible Joy; aſ- 
ſuring me, with a Heart overflowing with 
Gratitude, that I had ſpoil'd a Fiſherman ; 
having made him, and his Family for ever. 


Having thus done, I provided myſelf every 
Thing neceſſary for a Journey, and, immedi- 
ately, ſet out from Marſeilles, in a Poſt- 
Chaiſe, for this great City ; as being a Place, 
where I might moſt eaſily conceal myſelf ; and 
ſpend the Remainder of my Days, according to 
that Manner of Life, whereof I had before laid 
down a Plan, 'in my own Mind, 


On 
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On my Arrival at Paris, I ſhut myſelf up, 
in the firſt Lodging I could find, and made 2 
large Quantity of Gold; this done, I went to 
mn Fccſeſtaſtie, who was a Man of an exten- 
ſive Charity, and unblemiſh'd Character, and 
gain'd him entirely over to my Intereſt; by 
delivering into his Hands, a conſiderable Sum, 
to be hy him diſtributed, at his Diſcretion, a- 
mongſt ſuch Poor, as were real Objects of 
Charity; promiſing him at the fame Time, 
an equivalent Donative every Year, 


Having thus made ſure of him, and bound 
him, under the Seal of Confeſſion, never to 
mention me, nor any Thing relating to me, 
(that he might not be ſurpriz d at ſuch an un- 
common Liberality,) I pretended to him, that 
I was a Merchant, who had gained an im- 
menſe Eſtate by Commerce ; and, that, being 
reſolved, to ſpend the Remainder of my Days 
in Retirement, I was willing to allot great 
Part of it, for the Relief of the Unfortunate. 


Having thus premiſed, I got him to pur- 
chaſe me this Houſe, under a borrowed Name; 
it being.in a very Bye-part of the Town: I 
likewiſe prevailed on him, to procure me ſuch 
Domeſticks, as he could rely on, for their 
Hon:ity, Fidelity, and Capacity, in their re- 
ſpective Stations; and inſiſted, on being waited 
on, after my own Manner; which is, never 
to ſee them, or be ſeen by them, 


O To 
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To this End, they prepare, and dreh 
every Thing, neceſſary for my Subſiſtence, and 
leave it for me, at ſuch Hours as I appoint, 
in the Places, where I order them; into which 
they never enter, till Notice is given them, 
by my ringing a Bell, that I am gone from 
thence, They have Inſtructions in Writing, 
under my Hand, about all they are to do ; and 
find, every Month, upon the Table, in the 
Dining-Room, the Money neceſſary for 
Houſe- keeping, and their own Wages: Nei- 
ther have I had any Correſpondence, even 
with my Steward, but by Writings 


My Laboratory is in a very private Place, 
unknown to any One, and next to,impoſlible 
to be found out; and therein, at the Begin- 
ning, I ſpent the greateſt Part of my Time; 
never ſtirring out, above once a Year, when 
J uſed to carry a large Sum to the Ec- 
cleſiaſtic before - mentioned, for the Relief of 
the Poor; which Charity has gain'd him 
over ſo abſolutely to my Intereſt, that he has 
kept my Counſel inviolably. 


I ſhould ſtill have led the fame kind of 
Life ; and, perhaps, Length of Time, toge- 
ther with a cloſe Application to Buſineſs, 
might have baniſh'd, from my Memory, the 
Idea of Zikinda,had it not been for an Accident, 
which at once recall'd to my Mind, both 
her Loſs, and my ſevere Misfortune; and 
which has made ſo deep an Impreſſion upon 

We, 


1 8 —_— r Hf +» wh Wo 5. =» 


f 


5 
e 
3 
1 
1 
1 
5 


The Busy-Body. 291 


me, that, ever ſince that Time, I have been 
wandering all over the Town, unſettled and 
ſorlorn. I have even taken Notice myſelf, 
that my Head has been ſo much affected there- 
with, that my Underſtanding is touch'd; and 
were it not for ſome invaluable Elixirs, known 
to me alone, which correct the peccant Hu- 
mours of my diſorder'd Brain, I ſhould, be- 
fore now, have been ftark ſtaring mad, 


About three Months, "29, I was returning 
from the Country, where I had been to gather 
Simples, I faw a prodigious Multitude, aſſem- 
bled together, on the Banks of the Seine. I 
was deſirous of knowing, what had occaſion'd 
ſo vaſt a Concourſe, and accordingly went up 
thither, as well as the reſt of the World, 
Never before had my Eyes been entertained, 
with ſo glorious and charming a Sight. A 
Thouſand Pleaſure-Boats, and Barges, the 
the one finer than the other, and full of a 
numerous and dazzling Company, of beautiful 
young Ladies, and Gentlemen of Diſtinction, 
who were vying with each other, who ſhould 
diſplay moſt —— had met there to- 
gether, to behold ſome Fire- Works, which ac- 
cording to Appearance, were to be the moſt 
admirable, that had ever yet been ſcen. 


In the mean while, to paſs away the 
time, till the Hour appointed for this Pub- 
lick Rejoycing, a Hundred Diverſions amuſ- 
ed them moſt agreeably, I took a View 
of theſe pleaſing and care- diſpelling En- 
tertainments, till the Sound of the Muſical 
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Inſtruments, whereof. I had always been very 


fond, cauſed an Emotion in me, and recall'4 rec 
to my Mind inſenſibly the Loſs of Likinga : 7 


My Eyes, likewiſe, being fix'd upon the Pa. 
lace, which faced the Fire-Works, it brought {MW not 
to my Remembrance, the dreadful Effects of ter 
the Powder, and the fatal Moment, when 

the Veſlel, and Boat, with all in them were 
blown up. 


This Heart- breaking Idea made me fetch a 
deep Sigh; and not being in a Place, where 
could freely give Vent to my Grief, I en- 
deavour'd to break through the Croud, in 
order to be gone from thence« I had almoſ 
compalſs'd my Deſire, and was juſt ready to 
get away from this Concourſe of SpeQators, 
when a Mourning-Coach and Six Horſes, 
prevented my advancing farther; and I was 
going to open myſelf another Paſſage, when 
a Lady, who was in the Coach, incited, no 
Doubt, thereto, by the Clamour of the Mul- 
titude, puttiug her Head out at the Door, 
her Sight ſtruck me to the Soul; I thought 
I beheld Likinda ; ſo much did every Feature 


reſemble her. 


My Surprize, made me give a great Cry; 
which drew her Eyes upon me; Ah! un- 
doubtedly it is ſhe, cry'd I out again | Hav- 
ing thus ſaid, ſo greatly was I affected, that 
I fainted away, I neither know how long I con- 
tinued in my Swoon, nor who fetch'd me 


out of it, but the Coach being gone, when I 
recover'd, 
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recover'd, the firſt Thing I did, as ſoon as I 
open'd my Eyes, was to enquire, which 
Way it had taken; and, being informed, 
notwithſtanding my Weakneſs, I followed af- 
ter it, with the greateſt Eagerneſs. 
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The Sequel of the Stery of Rametzi, 
and Likinda, The Service required 
- of Bigand. 


Y Purſuit aſter it, however, was to no 

Purpoſe ; for my Illneſs had continued 
ſo long, that it was got ſo far, before I came to 
myſelf, that all my Endeavours to overtake it 
were fruitleſs, I went Home, therefore, in 
the utmoſt Anguiſh, and Dejection of Mind; 
and not a Day, has paſs'd over my Head ſince, 
but I have ſpent great Part thereof in Queſt 
of Likinda. 


In vain do I repreſent to myſelf, that an 
agreeable Illuſion, cauſed, very probably, by 
an Air of Reſemblance, has impoſed upon my 


| ever my fatiguing Search : Scarce has a Night's 
| Repoſe refreſh'd me after the Toils of the 


before; but a, glimmezrng of Hope, 
which never forſakes me, induces me again to 


ramble all over the Town, flattering myſelf 
with the Imagination, that I ſhall, at laſt, 
meet again, that dear Object of my Affections. 


The 


Fancy; and that therefore, I ought to give 
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The Loſs of all my Labour, and my Wea- 
rineſs, provokes and exaſperates me againſt 
every Thing that comes in my way; in this 
my ill Humour I ſpare no body; and when a 
Moment of ferious Reflection recalls to my 
Mind, all I have ſaid, and all I have done, I 
grow ſenſible, and am enrag'd at it, that I am. 
on the Point of becoming diſtracted, Rametzi 
having concluded here his Relation, fix'd his. 
Eyes upon the Floor, and fel] into a profound 
Study; ſeeming quite buried in Thought, 


In Effect, this extraordinary Story made me 
melancholy alſo in my Turn; and I was fin- 
cerely and heartily concerned, for this unfor- 
tunate Stranger; accordingly I gave him to 
underſtand as much, in ſuch lively Terms, 
that he ſeem'd entirely convinced thereof, lift- 
ing up his Eyes therefore, again, and fixing. 
them upon me; I did not in the leaſt doubt, 
ſaid he, but the Recital, I have juſt made you, 
of my unfortunate Adventures, would infi- 
nitely move your Pity ; and, indeed, I deſerve 
it ſo much the more, as my Misfortunes ſur- 
paſs thoſe of other Men, as having, I fear, 
through my own groundleſs Jealouſy, and- 
raſh Revenge, been myſelf the Occaſion of 
all this Remorſe, which is. no. ſmall Aggra- 
vation to my Sorrows. . 


In Effect, muſt not you alſo agree with me, 
that, after loſing in ſuch a Manner, all that L 
had dear to me. in the World, I am till 
in Danger, of ſeeing myſelf depriv'd, of — 
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moſt invaluable of all Bleſſings. All I had 
left was a little Reaſon, and I grow more and 
more ſenſible, from Day to Day, that it be- 
gins to be diſorder'd, and to degenerate into 
olly and Diſtraction. Have I not even now 
given you a convincing Proof thereof? I have 
hardly the leaſt Knowledge of you, and yet I 
repoſe a Confidence in you, and acquaint you 
with every Thing relating to me; to crown 
all, I bring you Home with me, and put it in 
r power, to make your own Court, at my 
xpence, by difcovering and ruining me. 


Think not, however, that I have done all 
this, in Spite of my Teeth; my Diſtraction 
is, in ſome Meaſure, govern'd by Reaſon; I 
am reſolv'd, at any Rate, either to find Li- 
kinda again, or put an End to my own Days; 
I am not able, alone, to go through the whole 
Fatigue of ſuch a ſearch; I had reſolved, 
therefore, to look out for ſomebody, as miſe- 
rable as myſelf, in whom I might find my 
ſecond Self; I meet you in a Tavern, you en- 
deavour'd to enter into Diſcourſe with me; 
and I am diftruſtful of you ; nevertheleſs, 
your Garb, which ſeems evidently to declare 
the utmoſt Poverty ; 5 Story, whether true 
or falſe; and your Diſtraction of Mind, which 
I ſuppoſe reſembles mine, all theſe Circum- 


ſtances, determine me in your Favour, 


You may now, I believe, conceive my 
View, in pitching upon you; I ſhall ſay no 
more ; but (whether you agree or not to m 
Deſire,) I forewarn you of one thing; whic 
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is; that I have an infallible Means to ruin you, 
ſhould you make an ungenerous, and diſhoneſt 
Uſe of this my Confidence in you; whereas, 


on the contrary, ſhould you be fo lucky, as 


to be the Means, of my again finding my 
deareſt Likinda, a moſt ſplendid Fortune ſhall 
be the Reward of your Zeal, and Integrity, 


This Speech made a deep Impreſſion upon 
me; not. ſo much by Reaſon of his Threats to 
ruin me, if I baſcly abuſed the Truſt he fo 
generouſly repoſed in me, as of the happy 
Change in my Fortune, with the Hopes of 
which he had ſo agreeably flatter'd me, and 
which I was fully convinced it was in his Power 
to make good, by the Recital he had juſt 
made me of his Life. I endeavour'd, there- 
fore, to diſpel whatever Doubts he might have 
of my ſincere Diſpoſition to ſerve him, and 
keep his Secret; and to give him an unqueſ- 
tionable Proof thereof, acquainted him, in 
my Turn, with my Adventures, and the new 
Buſineſs I had undertaken, 


This Information was received with an Air 
of Satisfaction and Tranquillityz; you have 
flatter'd me with ſuch Hopes, ſaid he, as I 
never durſt freely give way to before; your 
brisk, lively, and enterprizing Temper, your. 
Frankneſs, in not making a Secret to me of what 
has befallen you, with that buſy inquiſitive Incli- 
nation, that ſeems to have been, in a Manner, 
born with you, almoſt perſuade me, you. 


will ſucceed in your Search; and, that yous 


may; 
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may be the better able ſo to do, I will ſupply 


you with whatever Money you want, 


In order to render the Task yet more eaſy 
to you, continued he, I have an infallible 
Means, to prevent your being miſtaken in 
Likinda, ſhould ſhe fortunately happen to be 
at Paris; I have ſome of her Pictures here; 
and you may judge, when you have once 
ſeen them, whether it is poſſible for you to be 
deceived in her. 


Having thus premiſed, Rametzi roſe up, 
and carrying me into a Cloſet, opened a 
rich Casket, from whence he took a Picture 
in Miniature: This, faid he, putting it into 
my Hands, is the perfect Likeneſs of her, 
whoſe Loſs is the Cauſe of all my Misfor- 
tunes; it was drawn by One of the greateſt 
Maſters in Europe; and it was from this Ori- 
ginal, the Copy was taken, which I ſhall ſhew 


you preſently, 


We paſſed on, then, from thence into a pri- 
vate Apartment, that was inexpreſſibly Mag- 
nificent; but, nevertheleſs, the Picture of Li- 
kinda, which I there beheld drawn at full 
Length, was its greateſt and moſt valuable 
Ornament: She was repreſented as placed 
upon an Aſcerit of Three Steps, and under a 
Canopy of Crimſon Velvet, fring'd with Gold. 
I could not look upon this Maſter-piece of 
Art, without the utmoſt Admiration; and 
was no longer ſurpriz d, that the Perſon of 
whom this was the perfect Reſemblance, 1 — 


The Busy-BopDy. 299 


been capable of inſpiring ſuch lively and un- 
bounded Paſſions, 


Rametzi reading my very Thoughts, in the 
profound Surprize, that was viſibly painted in 
my Looks, imagined he ſaw himſelf, in the 
Emotions, it cauſed in me; and the ſudden 
Exclamations, I could not help making, at 
the Sight of ſo inchanting a Piece, extorted 
from my new Acquaintance, the moſt flatter- 
ing Compliments, What ſhail I not owe 
you, ſaid he, if you are the Means of my 
again finding Litinda? Why may not ſhe 
have eſcaped that dreadful Danger, as well as 
I? That Fainting wherewith I was ſeized, is 
it not an evident Proof, of her being in the 
Coach, before-mentioned ? And that Livery of 
Sorrow, worn not only by herſelf, but her 
Equipage, muſt undoubtedly be for the Loſs 
of her Brother, and, perhaps, of myſelf, 


In order to pleaſe Rametzi, I readily agreed, 
to whatever he advanced, upon this Head ; 
though, at the Bottom, I very much queſtioned, 
Likinda's having eſcaped the Danger, whereof 
he had given me ſo terrible a Deſcription ; 
I promiſed him, however, that I would exert 
my utmoſt Abilities to proceed in this ſo ar- 
dently defired Diſcovery ; and would eſpouſe 
his Intereſt, as earneſtly as if it were my own: 
And that he might be the more fully fatisfied 
of my Zeal for his Service. I acquainted him 
with the Means, I intended to uſe, the better 
to obtain my Ends. Rametzi approv'd thereof, 
aad gave me before-hand, a Thouſand 


Thanks, 
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Thanks, for the Pains I was willing to bear, 
for that Purpoſe, 


It was afterwards, agreed between us, that 
we fhould always be once a Week, at the 
Tavern where we firſt met; and that, from 
thence, he ſhould take me Home with him, where 
we would give each other a mutual Account, 
both of what might relate to Likinda, and of 
the various Adventures, which this our Search 


might in all Probability occaſion. 


The End of the SECOND PART. 
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